The Divine Service

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2020

OTHER SEEDS
Jell one goodl doct

ahd produced grain...

Matlnew 13:8, ESV

AS WE GATHER

Plants in God's good earth respond to the showers He sends, producing plants for
pasture and crops for harvest. In the psalm, David says it is as if “the meadows clothe
themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing
together for joy.” It is all natural, and so is our producing fruit for God as His Word
works through us. That God works through us sinners is all grace; if we but hear the
Word and let the Spirit give us understanding, a bountiful harvest will follow. Jesus
likens it to seeds producing yields of up to a hundredfold. But we are no mere plants,
as Paul points out in the Epistle. Because we have been adopted by our heavenly
Father, we are brothers and sisters of Christ, the children of God, calling out to Him,
“Abbal Father!” Our growth in faith is indeed by the grace of God, and to Him
belongs all the credit for the bountiful harvest He reaps through us.

Call to Worship
Words of Welcome/Theme of the Day

Invocation
Pastor: ‘In the name of the Father, and of the (-}<) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.



Confession and Absolution

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

In the today's Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” Let us therefore go
to our gracious heavenly Father, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Kyrie

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not re~
turn to Me empty; it shall accomplish . . . and shall succeed.”

But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought,
word, and deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father.

Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.”
But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us,
and lead us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father.

In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and
understands it . . . bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and
understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, succeeded in
destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives us
and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the (1) Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you
produce a great harvest for our gracious Lord.

Amen. Thanks be to God!

O Lord,
have mercy on us.

O Christ,
have mercy on us.

O Lord,
have mercy on us, and give us Your peace. Amen.




Processional Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686 verses 1 & 4
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Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, whose yoke is easy and burden light, who has
promised that we will find rest for our souls,
People: when we are weary, strengthen our resolve; when disheartened, lift

our spirits; and when opposed on all sides, surround us with Your
strong love,

Pastor: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.



Old Testament Isaiah 55:10-13

Pastor:

Pastor:

People:

Epistle
Pastor:

Pastor:

People:

Holy Gospel

Pastor:

People:

%Eor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, ''so shall my word be
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomphsh that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which
| sent it. "*“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the ‘
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. ®Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not
be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 812-17

1250 then, Jbrothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh. "*For if you live according to the flesh you will dle but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the bodygyou will live. "For all who
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. “For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have recelved the Spirit
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abbal Father!” The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, "and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Tha’c same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the

sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he gqt into a boat
and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told
them many things in parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow. *And
as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured them. *Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much sonl and immediately they sprang up, since they had no
depth of soil, ®but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since




Pastor:
People:

they had no root, they withered away. ‘Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 2Other seeds fell on good
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some

thirty. He who has ears, let him hear. . , .

BrHear then the parable of the sower: ®When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path. ®As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, Zlyet

he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls
away. ZAs for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears
the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. *As for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty." '

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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A sower went
out to sow.”

MATTHEW | 3:3, NRSV



Hymn of the Day

“Good Soil”
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When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
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Whenmy heart is lost,

lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil




Sermon “A Little Seed Here, A Little Seed There” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

People: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy”
Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

Gathering of Gifts

Offertory Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer
with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction



Recessional Verse  “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921
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Dismissal
Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People:

Thanks be to God!

Thank you for worshiping with us today. We hope and pray you
had a chance to see Christ in a very personal and real way. If
you have a prayer request or would like to talk to the pastor or
orie of our Stephen Ministers contact the church office at 954-384
-9096 or by email at office@stpaulweston.org.




Adult Bible Study
Thursday Evenings at 6:00 PM

All are welcome!

Zoom Adult bible study- A study of the book of Acts.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165343952

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Marlene Michael, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 1 office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.




