Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026
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The Divine Service

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026

AS WE GATHER

From the beginning, God implanted His life-creating power into His creation with the
command “Be fruitful and multiply” to animals (Genesis 1:22) and to humans (1:28), with
one important difference. You are not an accident or only a product of biology. Every
human being is a personal soul. So we confess, “I believe that God has made me and all
creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my
reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them” (Small Catechism, Creed,
Explanation of the First Article). Because of our inherited sin, however, “the soul who sins
shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). Nevertheless, God's design is for life—eternal life. He declares, “I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone” (18:32). Because God so loves you, He sent His
Son to take away your sin by the shedding of His blood on the cross. Therefore, “we
preach Christ crucified, . . . the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians
1:23-24). Christ died to sin for you. By Holy Baptism, you died with Christ and are raised
to new life in Him. The love of God is yours today by faith in the cross of Jesus Christ. The
Father's declaration of Jesus now becomes yours: "My beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

Prelude
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our

sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Processional Hymn “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” LSB 812 sts. 1-2, 4
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Greeting

(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P) Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank You for the gift of life in this world, for our
bodies and souls, but especially for restoring Your original design of eternal life
through the sacrifice of Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. For us who
have been baptized into His death, You have transformed death to be but the gate
to the day of resurrection to eternal life. Help us to hold fast to the Word of life and
live to Your praise and glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'The word of the Lord came to me: 2"What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge'? *As | live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul
of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .*"Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is
not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just? 2®When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he
shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. ?’Again, when a wicked
person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and
right, he shall save his life. 2Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. **Yet the
house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not just." O house of Israel, are my ways not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? ***Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel,
every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the transgressions that
you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you
die, O house of Israel? **For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord
God; so turn, and live.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18

"If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, >complete my joy by being of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing
from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others. .. ."Do all things without grumbling or questioning, *that
you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, ®holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be
proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. "Even if | am to be poured out as
a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and rejoice
with you all. "8Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-32

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?” *Jesus answered them, I also
will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you
by what authority | do these things. 2°The baptism of John, from where did it
come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, "Why then did you not believe
him?’ 26But if we say, 'From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that
John was a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things. 28“What do you
think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.’ 2?And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed
his mind and went. 3°And he went to the other son and said the same. And he
answered, ‘'l go, sir,’ but did not go. 3"Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did
not afterward change your minds and believe him.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
Offering “I'm a Soldier of the Cross” Adult Choir, 8:30 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

(P} God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might
consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and
shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he
gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your
love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have
not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate
they are not receiving the elements.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 208
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei
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Hymns during distribution “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” LSB 909 sts. 7-3
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“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LSB 549

Hail Him, ye heirs of Da-vid’s line, Whom Da - vid Lord did call,
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5 Sinners, whose love

can ne'er forget 6 Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe,
The wormwood and the gall, On this terrestrial ball

Go, spread your trophies at His feet To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all. And crown Him Lord of all.

Go, spread your trophies at His feet To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all. And crown Him Lord of all.

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng

We at His feet may fall!
WEe'll join the everlasting song

And crown Him Lord of all.
WEe'll join the everlasting song

And crown Him Lord of all.
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Post-Communion Prayer

P

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

LSB525sts. 1, 3,5

Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.

Dismissal

(P} Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

P} Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

YOUR

Investing for Time and Eternity

“...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

1 LUTHERAN CHURCH
E & PRE-SCHOOL

oL

Website and online giving
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