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The Divine Service 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
In today’s Gospel, our Lord Jesus moved beyond His ministry initially among the 
Jews now to the Gentile woman of Canaan. The miracle greater than the healing 
of her daughter was her great faith in Jesus addressing Him, saying, “Lord, help 
me” (Matthew 15:25). Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord said He would bring 
“foreigners” to His “house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:6–7). Here He gives 
“many blessings even though we are undeserving” (Prayer of the Day). The early 
church learned how the Gentiles are grafted into Israel, making the Christian 
Church the fulfillment of the true Israel, God’s people! The outreach of the Gospel 
of Christ continues through His church, calling all people “that He may have 
mercy on all” (Romans 11:32). Because of God’s effective call, you can have 
steadfast confidence in His loving kindness and mercy. 
 
Prelude           
 
Invocation 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let 

us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to 
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn    “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 sts. 1–2, 5 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  



5 
 

Greeting  
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
 
A In peace, in peace... 
  

 

 

 
  
A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise                                  "Now the Feast" 
 

 
 
 
 
  



7 
 

Salutation 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Lord God, almighty Father, Your mercy has been published throughout 

the world, calling all people to repentance and faith in Your Son. Grant us a lively 
faith that we may proclaim Christ to all nations for the gathering of all people into 
Your house of prayer; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Rite of Holy Baptism            Caleb Gonzalez                (11:00 a.m.) 
 
“This is a Joyous Happy Day” 
 
This is a Joyous Happy Day.  
We celebrate Your gift of life. 
Christ is with us. Joy surrounds us.  
Christ takes our sin and sets us free; 
He fills our lives with endless life.  
Christ is with us. Christ unites us.  
Praise our Maker, praise the Spirit, Praise Christ Jesus. 
 
The Old Testament Reading                         Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 
 
1Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation 
will come, and my deliverance be revealed. . . .6“And the foreigners who join 
themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to 
be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and 
holds fast my covenant—7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples.”8The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather 
yet others to him besides those already gathered.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Epistle      Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 
 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has 
not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 13Now I am speaking to you 
Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 
15For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . .28As regards the gospel, they are 
enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the 
sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
30Just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order 
that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32For God has 
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel         Matthew 15:21–28 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by 
a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and 
begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not 
right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, 
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus 
answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day            “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” LSB 592 sts. 1, 5 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon                                          “Please Lord”  Pastor Scott Henze 
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Apostles’ Creed       8:30 a.m. only 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 
 
Offering                                           
 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

  
A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come 
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the 
elements. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus         LSB 208 
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The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.     

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
 
Agnus Dei  
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Hymns during Distribution    “God Loved the World So That He Gave”          LSB 571  
 

 

 

 
 
5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 
 
6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity,  
Be praise now and eternally! 
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“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”     LSB 770 
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Closing of the Table 
 
Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 
Recessional Hymn           “Jesus Shall Reign”  LSB 832 sts. 1, 4–5 
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Prayer Support  
 
If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the 
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.  
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul! 
 

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself,  

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/  

and take the next step in your faith journey. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

 
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 
www.stpaulweston.org 

 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
http://www.stpaulweston.org/

