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The Divine Service 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 
AS WE GATHER 
 
How far can you see? Several factors affect our vision but for an observer at sea level, the 
horizon is about three miles away. How clearly a person can see may be limited by 
atmospheric conditions such as fog, haze, dust, and water vapor. A clear vision makes a 
great difference in every situation! In “What God Ordains Is Always Good,” German hymn 
writer Samuel Rodigast shared this Christian life insight about God’s plan and 
providence: “Now I may know both joy and woe; someday I shall see clearly that He has 
loved me dearly” (LSB 760:4). Our worship helps us clarify our vision of God’s 
graciousness! 
 
Prelude          Bell Choir 
 
Invocation 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn           “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 sts. 1, 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Greeting  
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C  And also with you 
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Kyrie 
 
A In peace, in peace... 
  

 

 

 
  
A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise                                  "Now the Feast" 
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Salutation 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, is the way, and the truth, and the 

life. We bless You for His saving work and for the comfort that He brings to troubled 
hearts. Help us to be faithful to Him to death and so to receive life eternal. He lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Rite of Holy Baptism          James Conrad Stephan               (8:30 a.m.) 
 
“This is a Joyous Happy Day” 
 
This is a Joyous Happy Day.  
We celebrate Your gift of life. 
Christ is with us. Joy surrounds us.  
Christ takes our sin and sets us free; 
He fills our lives with endless life.  
Christ is with us. Christ unites us.  
Praise our Maker, praise the Spirit, Praise Christ Jesus. 
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The First Reading      Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
 
1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 
“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them. 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the 
faith. 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among 
the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and 
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 2And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear 
me. 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the 
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 54Now when they heard these things they 
were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 
rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as 
they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to 
his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Epistle         1 Peter 2:2–10 
 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you come to him, a 
living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it 
stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you 
who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel          John 14:1–14 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would have 
known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said 
to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you 
ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day       “You Are the Way; through You Alone”   LSB 526 
 

 

 

 
 
Sermon                                       “Walk the Talk”   Pastor Scott Henze 
 
Apostles’ Creed       (11:00 a.m., only) 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 
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Offering                         “Prayer”   Choir, 11:00 a.m. 
 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

  
A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you 
receive, you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do 
you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the 
forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true 
body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and 
your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please 
come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, 
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements. 
 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 
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Sanctus         LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
 
  



15 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Hymns during Distribution     “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  LSB 770  
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“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”      LSB 620 
 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me praise God’s  
boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

6 Now have I found consolation, 
Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole.
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Closing of the Table 
 
Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P O heavenly Father, our gracious God who gives all good things, we thank You for 

the riches of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who became poor that we might be made rich 
in Your forgiveness and life. Through this sacred Meal of His body and blood, 
strengthen us to receive Your gift of wealth with thanksgiving and be cheerful givers 
to Your glory and for the benefit of our neighbor; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 
Recessional Hymn       “Christ Be My Leader”   LSB 861  
 

 

 

 
 
Prayer Support  
 
If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the 
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.  
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul! 
 

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself,  

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/  

and take the next step in your faith journey. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

 
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 
www.stpaulweston.org 

 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
http://www.stpaulweston.org/

