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The Divine Service 

The Ascension of Our Lord 

May 17, 2026 

 

God’s Blessings to the 2026 Confirmation Class 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 

It is not over. Easter is not over. Christ’s mission is not over. Peace and pardon are 

not over. Even as we gather to commemorate the ascension of our Lord, nothing 

ends today. It is not as if Christ ascends to heaven and takes all His blessings with 

Him! This world remains forever marked by His grace and love. And now, reigning 

over all things, our ascended Lord intercedes for us at His Father’s right hand. 

Christ remains present for us in His Word and Sacraments, and Christ’s Body, the 

church, continues the joyful proclamation that Christ is risen, and indeed, He is 

coming again! 

 

Prelude    

 

Invocation 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let 

us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to 

forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn          “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing“      LSB 493 sts. 1, 4 
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Greeting  

 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 
 

A In peace, in peace... 

  

 

 

 
  

A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 

  

A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise                                  "Now the Feast" 

 

 

 

 

 

  



7 

 

Salutation 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P Let us pray. O ascended Lord Jesus, You promise to not leave Your disciples 

as orphans, for as You ascended into heavenly glory, so You shall return. 

Meet us here also in Word and Sacrament, that we might never doubt Your 

presence nor our place in Your eternal kingdom, for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The First Reading        Acts 1:1–11 

 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he 

presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4And while staying 

with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know 

times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven 

as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Epistle        Ephesians 1:15–23 

 
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering 

you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel         Luke 24:44–53 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high.”50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 

hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day       “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  LSB 493 sts. 1, 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon                        “Jesus Prays For Me”    Pastor Scott Henze 
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Apostles’ Creed       (8:30 a.m., only) 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 

 

Offering                         

 

Offertory Prayer  

 

P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 

hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with 

good things at your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you 

have given us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

  
A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 

you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 

Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 

believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 

sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 

share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come 

forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the 

elements. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface                                     

 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                               

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

 

Sanctus         LSB 208 
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The Lord's Prayer 

 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen.     

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     

C And also with you.   

  

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
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Agnus Dei  
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Hymns during Distribution      “Draw Us to Thee”   LSB 701 
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“O Lord, We Praise Thee”       LSB 617 
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Closing of the Table 

 

Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

 

P O heavenly Father, our gracious God who gives all good things, we thank You 

for the riches of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who became poor that we might be 

made rich in Your forgiveness and life. Through this sacred Meal of His body 

and blood, strengthen us to receive Your gift of wealth with thanksgiving and 

be cheerful givers to Your glory and for the benefit of our neighbor; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION          11:00 AM Only 

Pastor:      

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said: “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I 

will be with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

  

You have been baptized and you have been taught the faith according to our 

Lord’s command.  The fulfillment of His command we now celebrate with 

thankful hearts, rejoicing to confess the faith into which you were baptized 

and which you yourselves will now confess before the Church. 

  

Jesus said: “Whoever confesses Me before others, I will also confess him 

before My Father in heaven.  But he that denies Me before others, I will deny 

him before My Father in heaven.” 

  

Rejoice in the peace of God and joyfully give answer to what, in the name of 

the Lord, as a minister of His Church, I now shall ask you. 
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Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism? 

 

 Confirmands and Congregation:   Yes, I do.  

  

Pastor:  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty  

promises? 

  

Confirmands and Congregation:  Yes, I do. 

  

Pastor:  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

 

Confirmands and Congregation:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

 

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Pastor:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

  

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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CONFIRMATION OF INSTRUCTION 

  

THE SOLEMN VOW OF THE PARENT 

  

SOLEMN VOW OF THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor: The promises made by these young people and parents are difficult to 

fulfill. They need God’s help and our prayers and encouragement. Since the 

best encouragement is a good example, let us pray together... 

  

All: Give us strength, O God, to set a good example for these 

Confirmands by using God’s Word daily in our homes, worshipping 

regularly in church, and receiving Holy Communion frequently.  Give us 

the power to live a more God-pleasing life, and may we, with these 

young men and women, grow more and more as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

  

PERSONAL COMMITMENT AND BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS 

  

THE PRAYER FOR THE CONFIRMANDS 
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Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional Hymn      “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525 sts. 1, 5 
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Prayer Support  

 

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after 

the worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.  

 

Dismissal 

 

P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 

C Disciples making disciples. 

  

P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul! 
 

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself,  

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/  

and take the next step in your faith journey. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   

                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
http://www.stpaulweston.org/

