FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 26, 2026

"I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. John 10:11

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service
Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
AS WE GATHER

The place where we worship is often called the Lord’s house. It is a sacred space,
a holy house, and more. It is our blessed home. English clergyman Isaac Watts,
who authored hundreds of hymn texts during his life, concluded his paraphrase
of the Twenty-Third Psalm in this memorable way: “The sure provisions of my
God attend me all my days; oh, may His house be my abode and all my work be
praise. There would | find a settled rest, while others go and come; no more a
stranger or a guest, but like a child at home” (OAR 272). We are so much more
than strangers or guests here today. We are children at home. Paul writes to the
Ephesians and to us, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children”
(Ephesians 5:1).

Prelude
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let
us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Processional Hymn “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” LSB 912
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;

2 Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we im - plore,
A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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Greeting

(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you
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Kyrie

In peace, in peace...

Refrain
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"Now the Feast"

Hymn of Praise

Refrain

O 4 #.
P A i B> )

Congregation:

—

T

bra - tion,

cel

and

feast

the

Now

e

Jjoy

cre a - tion sings for

of

all

z
|4

God of life and love and

the

to

|

4 %
o LT o

4
free - dom:

[SA%

for

glo - ry

and

praise

#
]

| |
| |
N |

more!

cr

Verse 1
4 4.
o LT &

1l

Congregation or Congregation 1:
T
1

ko

1. Now

the feast of the Lamb once

is

oF o LT

u

freed and

has

whose blood

slain,

4 %
o UL T

ple of

peo

great

one

to be

us

nit-ed

to Refrain

o TLTT o

ANIV4

God.




A u #. \ , to Refrain
o & LT & I N T N I I T | T I 1
y 4 Lidi 1 Iﬂ T 1 } I 1 \' 1 } il ; iI I L I{
S — E— . — e - + fi
o) N7 e
for ev - er.
Verse 3 i
n Congregation:
ﬁ#ﬂ "  — —1—1 — ——— T e
[ 7] [ 7] N i i T 1 - I I I | I 1 N
1 y | ] 1 ‘ i = | | I Il I 111
A3 & 2 I | 9 |
e) |4 ] ——
3. For God has come to dwell with us, to

make us peo - ple of God; to make
o #. to Refrain
%ﬁ- s — = — g I — 1l
G | H £ = = 1 i
all things new.
Salutation

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P} Let us pray. O God, Your Son is the Shepherd of Your people. Grant that,
when we hear His call, we will know His voice and follow where He leads;
who, with You and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



The First Reading Acts 2:42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. *And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. “*And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. *°And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by
day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25

9This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while
suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious
thing in the sight of God. ?'For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.
22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 2?When he was
reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed. 2°For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Processional
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Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. *To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.
>A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the
voice of strangers.” °This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. "So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say
to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not listen to them. °l am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find pasture. '°The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” LSB 469
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day!” Saints on earth and an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a-gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.

Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is oer; Lo! He sets in blood no more.

Death in vain for-bids His  rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.

Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?
Sermon “l am The Good Shepherd” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
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Offering “The Lord is My Shepherd” Choir, 8:30 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

P} God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with
good things at your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you
have given us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive,
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you
believe that in the Lord'’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the
elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface
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SANCTUS LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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The Lord's Prayer

(P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei
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Hymns during Distribution  “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB 680
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won - der all in - creas - ing at Thy  feast at Thy feast.

splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.
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“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”

LSB 563
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these 1 am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
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ran - som paid, For all a full a - tone - ment made.

5

When from the dust of death | rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,

An everlasting ransom paid.
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Closing of the Table
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Post-Communion Prayer

P} O heavenly Father, our gracious God who gives all good things, we thank You
for the riches of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who became poor that we might be
made rich in Your forgiveness and life. Through this sacred Meal of His body
and blood, strengthen us to receive Your gift of wealth with thanksgiving and
be cheerful givers to Your glory and for the benefit of our neighbor; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn  “The Church’s One Foundation” LSB 644 sts. 1-2, 5
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - ry grace en-dued.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after
the worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.

Dismissal

Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

®

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Investing for Time and Eternity

“...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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