Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
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Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People




The Divine Service

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026

AS WE GATHER

God calls His people to lives that include showing respect for the authorities
placed over us. At the time Paul wrote to his coworker Timothy, “I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people,
for kings and all who are in high positions” (1 Timothy 2:1-2), the Roman world
had been ruled by a series of tyrannical and cruel emperors for decades. When
Jesus spoke of the duty of people to “render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's” (Matthew 22:21), the Roman emperor was Tiberius Caesar, portrayed by
noted historians of his time, Tacitus and Suetonius, as a mean-spirited tyrant and
a man ever ready to spill blood. Sometimes, in His providence, God shows His
dominion in ways not readily understood and chooses to work through untoward
and unlikeable people. He may even use non-Christian leaders and unchristian
nations to further His gracious plans. In living as faithful citizens, we are called to
carry out the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, including paying taxes. At
the same time, we are to demonstrate our highest allegiance to God by being
people of faith who evidence our eternal hope in Christ in all situations and who
offer prayers for those who rule over us.

Prelude
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let
us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Processional Hymn

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

LSB 549 sts. 1, 34
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3 Ye seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race, Ye ran - somed from the fall,
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of Da-vid’s line, Whom Da - vid Lord did call,
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of  all
Hail Him whosaves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of  all.
The God 1in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all
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Bring forth the roy-al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord of all
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord  of all.
The God 1in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all.
_IN THE NAME OF
Greeting

P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie

In peace, in peace...
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"Now the Feast"

Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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Salutation

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Let us pray. Gracious Father, You desire that we live to Your glory in Christ,
our Lord. Help us to love You with all that we are, to love our neighbors as
ourselves, and to live as those who are joyfully assured of Your forgiveness
day by day. Grant us, immovable faith, and untiring love for those around us.
This we ask for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and our King.

Amen.



The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1-7

"Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand | have grasped, to
subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before
him that gates may not be closed:?"I will go before you and level the exalted
places, | will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of
iron,’l will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that
you may know that it is |, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your
name.*For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, | call you by your
name, | name you, though you do not know me.l am the Lord, and there is no
other, besides me there is no God; | equip you, though you do not know me,®that
people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is
none besides me; | am the Lord, and there is no other.’l form light and create
darkness, | make well-being and create calamity, | am the Lord, who does all
these things.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[ AM THE LORD, AND THERE IS NO OTHER;
THERE 15 No GoD-BESt0ES M:.

< Isia 45’ -




Epistle Romans 3:21-31

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 2’the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
2for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 2*and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, >whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins. 2°It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. ’Then what
becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works?
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from
works of the law. 2°Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles
also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 3%since God is one. He will justify the circumcised by
faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 3'Do we then overthrow the law by this
faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Processional
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15-22

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

>Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. "®And
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. "Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” "®But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? ®Show me the coin
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2°And Jesus said to them, “Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” 2'They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them,
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God's.” 2When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went

away.

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

FOR MANY ARE CALLED (INVITED,
SUMMONED), BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN.
MATTHEW 22:14
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Hymn of the Day “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806
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Sermon “Faith Alone” Pastor Scott Henze
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
Offering “All Praise to God Who Reigns Above” Adult Choir, 8:30 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

P} God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your
hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with
good things at your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you
have given us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive,
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the
elements.
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Hymns of Distribution “All Depends on Our Possessing” LSB 732 sts. 1-4
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Hymns during distribution “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830
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1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, Spo - ken, writ - ten, might-y Word;
2 Tell how God the Fa-ther’s will Made the world, up-holds it still,
3 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, Who, to save our hu-man race
4 Tell of God the Spir - it giv’n Now to guide us on to heav’n,
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Ev - ’ry-where His crea-tures call To His heav’n-ly ban -quet hall.
How His own dear Son He gave Us from sin and death to save.
And to pay re - bel-lion’s price, Gave Him-self as sac - ri - fice.

Strong and ho - ly, just and true, Work-ing both to will and do.

L 118

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field;
Ripe the promise of its yield.

But the reapers, oh, how few

For the work there is to do!

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind,
Rouse to action heart and mind;

Let the gath’ring nations all

See Your light and heed Your call.
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Closing of the Table
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Post-Communion Prayer

P} We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

New Member Installation

Announcements

Recessional Hymn “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729 sts. 1-2, 4
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1 I am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Ev - ’ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.

Benediction

Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after
the worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.
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Dismissal

Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

®

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

®

YOUR

Investing for Time and Eternity

“...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).
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pS.

AT ST.PAUL WESTON

Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

1 LUTHERAN CHURCH
. E & PRE-SCHOOL

[wlZ
Website and online giving
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