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The Divine Service 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 11, 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
What is more difficult to believe: a fable about a man defeating a deadly dragon 
by eating it or a prophet’s prediction that the Creator God would defeat death 
itself by swallowing it? What does Isaiah, the prophet, mean by saying God “will 
swallow up death forever” (Isaiah 25:8)? Does God eat? The mighty, eternal, 
creator God is life Himself and has no need for sustenance. In order to “swallow 
death,” God took on our human form. We die because of the corruption of sin. To 
“swallow death,” the incarnate Savior “ate,” or consumed, death by taking the sin 
of the world onto Himself on the cross of Calvary. Jesus did not die for Himself. 
Jesus died your death for your sin. So it is that when a sinner is baptized into 
Christ Jesus, he or she is “baptized into His death” (Romans 6:3). Thereby, “you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). Even with 
saving faith in Christ, we still have Christian funerals. But by faith we wait, hope, 
and fully expect to be raised in the resurrection to eternal life, to be present at 
the great feast of salvation. In Christ, the enemy, death itself, has been 
transformed for us by God now to be but His divine remedy, freeing us from sin 
and eternal death. Therefore, by faith in Christ we no longer need to fear death 
but rather can see it as a peaceful sleep from which we are promised to be 
awakened to eternal life and the wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom. 
 
Prelude           
 
Invocation 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 



3 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let 
us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to 
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn       “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”    LSB 733 sts. 1–2, 4 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Greeting  
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C  And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
 
A In peace, in peace... 
  

 

 

 
  
A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live 

your Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise                                  "Now the Feast" 
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Salutation 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, for You have 

published Your gracious invitation of salvation to the whole world. Give us the 
confidence of faith to overcome any hesitation and to come into Your presence with 
thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Old Testament Reading                         Isaiah 25:6–9 
 
6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 
a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all 
peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9It will be 
said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might 
save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Epistle       1 Corinthians 4:1–7 
 
1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you 
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of 
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges 
me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord 
comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose 
the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from 
God. 6I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of 
you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7For who sees anything 
different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received 
it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel        Matthew 22:1–14 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants 
to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
4Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and 
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his 
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he 
sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he 
said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many 
as you find.’ 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom 
they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had 
no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day  “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” LSB 556 sts. 1, 3–4 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon                                 “Scripture Alone”  Pastor Scott Henze 
 
Apostles’ Creed         
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church 
 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 
 
Offering                       
 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 

hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with 
good things at your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you 
have given us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

  
A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come 
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the 
elements. 
  
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus         LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 



14 
 

 
Agnus Dei  
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Hymns during distribution     “Lord of All Hopefulness”  LSB 738 
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”        LSB 733 sts. 1–6 
 

 

 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 
 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 
    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 
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Closing of the Table 
 
Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
Preschool minute 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 
Recessional Hymn       “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   LSB 643 
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Prayer Support  
 
If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after 
the worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.  
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul! 
 

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself,  

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/  

and take the next step in your faith journey. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

 
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 
www.stpaulweston.org 

 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
http://www.stpaulweston.org/

