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January 4, 2026

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People




The Divine Service
The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 4, 2026

AS WE GATHER

We humans aren’t the only ones celebrating Epiphany! Though the whole earth shall be
covered with darkness, “nations shall come to Your light” (Isaiah 60:3). Isaiah mentions
the wealth of all nations, and we are reminded of the Magi bearing gifts. We have gifts,
too, of a spiritual nature, connecting other people with our gracious God, “in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith” (Ephesians 3:12). “Singing
camels”? Well, who really carried the gold and silver so far? The camels, Isaiah writes,
“shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord”
(Isaiah 60:6). If the camels are praising God, so must we. Get ready to celebrate!

Prelude
Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Processional Hymn “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB 394 sts. 1-2, 5
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Kyrie LSB 168

(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.



Hymn of Praise

“This Is the Feast”
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Salutation

(P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten
Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Rite of Holy Baptism Luke McGinley (17:00 a.m.)
“This is a Joyous Happy Day”

This is a Joyous Happy Day.

We celebrate Your gift of life.

Christ is with us. Joy surrounds us.

Christ takes our sin and sets us free;

He fills our lives with endless life.

Christ is with us. Christ unites us.

Praise our Maker, praise the Spirit, Praise Christ Jesus.

b
.



The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

'Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

°For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. *And nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. “Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your
daughters shall be carried on the hip. >Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels
of Midian and Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12

'For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— *assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you,
*how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. “When
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was not
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. ‘Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. ¥To me, though | am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, °and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things, 'so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. "' This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, ?in
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, %saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
*When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: *’And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”
"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. ®2And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. '®When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
""And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. "?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” LSB 400
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1 Bright - est and best of the stars of the morn-ing,
2 Cold on His cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 Shall we not yield Him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright - est and best of the stars of the morn-ing,
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Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Fra - grance of E - dom and of - f’rings di - vine,
Vain - ly with gifts would His fa - vor se - cure.
Dawn on our dark - ness and lend us thine aid;
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Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
An - gels a - dore Him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
Gems of the moun - tain and  pearls of the o - cean,
Rich - er by far is the heart's ad - o - ra - tion;
Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
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Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.
Mak - er and Mon - arch and Sav - ior of all.
Myrrh  from the for - est and gold from the mine?
Dear - er to God are the prayers of the  poor.
Guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.
Sermon “In the Light of His Glory” Pastor Scott Henze



Nicene Creed (8:30 a.m. only)

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life ' of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”

Offering

Offertory Prayer

P

Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord'’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper, he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.



Service of the Sacrament
Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

(P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)

Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Hymns of Distribution “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
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2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
0 # r—
[ . 37 I | I I | I Py ]
' e o - £ __*°
Q) I [ 4 [ 4 I | ey
in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star  in
ho - 1ly courts they flour - ish. From all e - vil things He
Lord His chil - dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing pur - pose
) 4 .
' ﬂ, ”,ﬁ > |  ——— I ——] ] —H
=2 | o i — o = 7 E—— 'I H
heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - y arms He bears them.
show - eth, And their SOr - TOWS all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve them pure and ho - ly.

12



“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” LSB 398
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comes with res - cue speed - y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show - ers Up - on the fruit- ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - 'ry foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,

y L L
I |- I | I I I [
| | | I | | | |

S A S
I

Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!

To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.

All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His COV - € - nant re - move;
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Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were pre - cious in His sight.
And righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A king-dom with - out end.
His name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.
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Closing of the Table

Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction
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Recessional Hymn “0O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB 395 sts. 1, 4
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!
Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.

Dismissal
P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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Website and online giving
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