THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 25, 2026
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Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 25, 2026

AS WE GATHER

The Epiphany season proclaims and celebrates the salvation of God coming into the
world as a light shining in a dark place. Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah predicting
the dawning of that light into the darkness of unbelief, separation from God, sin, and
“the shadow of death” (Matthew 4:16). That light was and is Jesus and His message:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (v. 17). It may seem like a minor detail
that Matthew says Isaiah’s prophetic words were fulfilled when Jesus left His hometown
of Nazareth to live "in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali” (v. 13). Yet even this little
fact testifies to how real the words of the Old Testament are and how they are fulfilled in
Jesus, the Christ. Likewise, it may at times seem insignificant and even unimportant when
the light of the Gospel is preached in our hearing and in our world today. How many of
us have heard God's voice directly saying, “Follow me"? Those who were baptized as
infants have no memory of ever being apart from God or His church. The life of faith in
God may just seem normal or even routine to us—nothing out of the ordinary. Still, our
sins remind us of the temptation to ignore God. Like the Christians in Corinth, we have
sinful pride that causes divisions and quarreling among us. And while that's no different
than anywhere else in our world, to be a disciple of Jesus means to be truly different
than the world. Repentance means being transformed by love of God and love of
neighbor. Today, Jesus truly is saying to you, "Repent” and “Follow Me,” even in the
ordinary details of life.



Prelude
Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Processional Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation

LSB 644 sts. -2, 5
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To

be

His ho - ly bride;

One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.



Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.




Hymn of Praise “This Is the Feast” LSB 155
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Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P} Let us pray. Lord God, You call each and every sinner to awaken to their need to turn
to You for deliverance from the ravages of suffering, sickness, and sinful separation
from You. By Your powerful Word, draw us by Your grace and mercy to a living faith
in Your salvation, Your help, and Your purpose for us, that we may live daily trusting
in Your guidance and love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:14

! There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land
of deep darkness, on them has light shined. *You have multiplied the nation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when
they divide the spoil. “For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod
of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

19 appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment. "'For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is
quarreling among you, my brothers. "?What | mean is that each one of you says, “I follow
Paul,” or "I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or "I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? "I thank God that
| baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, *so that no one may say that you were
baptized in my name. ®(l did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do
not know whether | baptized anyone else.) ""For Christ did not send me to baptize but to
preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power. "®For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12-25

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. *And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, *so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: **The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles—'°the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those
dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” "From that
time Jesus began to preach, saying, “"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter)
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. ?’And he
said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” ®Immediately they left
their nets and followed him. 2'And going on from there he saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets, and he called them. ?Immediately they left the boat and their father
and followed him. 2And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction among the people. #So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought
him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by
demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. >And great crowds followed him
from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the
Jordan.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”

LSB 839 sts. 1-2, 4
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Sermon “Follow me” Pastor Scott Henze
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”

Offering On Eagle’s Wings Choir, 8:30 a.m.

Offertory Prayer

P

Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper, he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.

®

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® &

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

® &

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

12
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The Lord's Prayer

(P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 178

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)

Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Hymns of Distribution “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621
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“Thy Word”

Chorus

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path

Verse 1

When | feel afraid

And | think I've lost my way

Still You're there right beside me
Nothing will | fear

As long as You are near

Please be near me to the end

Verse 2

| will not forget

Your love for me and yet

My heart forever is wandering
Jesus be my guide

And hold me to Your side

| will love You to the end

Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith CCLI Song #14301 © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; Vinny Mae's Girl For use solely
with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2043076
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Closing of the Table

Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Ministry Minute -Preschool

Announcements
Benediction
Recessional Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the
worship service. You can meet them at the Communion Rail

Dismissal
(P} Lord Jesus, you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

® &

YOUR

Investing for Time and Eternity

*...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).




Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

i@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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Website and online giving
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