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The Divine Service 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 7, 2025 

AS WE GATHER 

 

Jesus is blunt about the cost of discipleship. He does not sugarcoat the life He calls us to 

in the baptismal waters but neither does He diminish His promises, gifts, and blessings 

that accompany this life of faith. Today He calls us to count the cost, knowing that the 

way of the Christian is constantly tested and tried by our affection for the things of this 

life, our vulnerability to the enemies of the faith, and the weakness of our own sinful 

flesh. Part of that cost is not just in what you desire but also in what you are willing to 

surrender for the sake of Christ and His kingdom. 

 

Prelude  

 

Invocation 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Processional Hymn       “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here”  LSB 592 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greeting  
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you 
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Kyrie 

 

A In peace, in peace... 

  

 

 

 
  

A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 

  

A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise                                  "Now the Feast" 

 

 

 

 

 

  



6 
 

Salutation 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P Let us pray. O almighty God, You have promised grace sufficient for us to hear the 

call of the Holy Spirit, believe in Him who You have sent to be our Savior, and walk 

in the way of salvation. Give courage and strength to Your people that we may deny 

ourselves and follow Christ in the way of the cross; through Him who died that we 

might live and who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Installation of Vicar  11:00 a.m.  

 

The Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 

 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord 

your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 

and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the 

land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you 

will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to 

you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are 

going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore 

choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying his 

voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in 

the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 

them.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Philemon 1–21 

 
1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved 

fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in 

your house: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear of your love 

and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I pray that 

the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good 

thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort from 

your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. 
8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is 

required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a 

prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I 

would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your 

behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without 

your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own 

free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might 

have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved 

brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has 

wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, write this 

with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 
20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I 

say. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Gospel         Luke 14:25–35 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever 

does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of 

you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 

enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 

finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to build and was not 

able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit 

down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 

against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he 

sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any one of you who does 

not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its 

taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for the soil or for the 

manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn of the Day             ” I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729 sts. 1–4 
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Sermon                                    “The Price is Right”  Pastor Scott Henze 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

 

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 

 

Offering                               

 

  



11 
 

Offertory Prayer  

 

P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 

your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
 A word about Holy Communion  We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might 

consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and 

shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he 

gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your 

love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have 

not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate 

they are not receiving the elements. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface                                     

 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                               

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
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us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Peace of the Lord 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     

C And also with you.   

  

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 

 

Agnus Dei  
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Hymns during Distribution        “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  LSB 851  
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“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”     LSB 633 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 
 
6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 
 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 
 
8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 
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Closing of the Table 

 

Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

 

6th Grade Catechism Gifting  

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional Hymn            “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 sts. 1–2, 4 
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Prayer Support  

(If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our team is here to pray for you after the worship 

service. You can meet them at the communion rail.) 

 

Dismissal 

 

P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 

C Disciples making disciples. 

  

P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul! 
 

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself,  

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/  

and take the next step in your faith journey. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   

                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
http://www.stpaulweston.org/

