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The Divine Service 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 28, 2025 
AS WE GATHER

Though it sounds like a contradiction, the “poor rich man” in today’s parable of Jesus 
apparently never really heard or just ignored the dire warning of God’s prophets like 
Amos against trusting in earthly gain and riches to the exclusion of trusting faith in the 
merciful promises of God. The temptation of earthly wealth infects all people throughout 
history to this day, regardless of outward circumstances, rich and poor alike. Paul sums 
up the challenge for faith as he contrasts the “great gain” (or profit) of godly faithfulness 
and the temptations (or pitfalls) of temporary riches. We all know the sentence of Paul, 
“The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10), which is so often 
misquoted as only “money is the root of all evil.” Money is not the problem. There’s no 
sin in possessing earthly riches. The deeper question is what or who is the object of our 
love and trust. The Christian’s true riches are in Christ Jesus, namely, the new life we have 
been given through our baptismal faith. It is the life we can take with us through and 
beyond the grave and gate of death. “Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as 
long as I live” (Psalm 146:1–2), which will be forever! 

Prelude    
 
Invocation 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Processional Hymn     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LSB 549 sts. 1–2, 4
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you

Kyrie 

A In peace, in peace... 
 

 

 

 
 
A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise "Now the Feast"
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God our Father, You give to all the children of 
man the days, months, and years in which we work and toil, and You call us to rejoice 
in the work that You give us. Help us to receive our days, our work, and our burdens 
as gifts from Your bountiful goodness, and lead us to rejoice in Your gift of time as it 
is sanctified by Your Word and prayer; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 



7
 

The Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1–13
 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a 
time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to 
cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 
and a time to cast away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, 
and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time 
for peace. 9What gain has the worker from his toil? 10I have seen the business that 
God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I perceived that there 
is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 
13also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is 
God’s gift to man. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Philippians 4:4–13

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 
12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel Luke 10:38–42

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much 
serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42but one thing 
is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from 
her.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day                  Take My Life and Let It Be LSB 783 sts. 1, 5–6

Sermon                                “God’s Time” Pastor Scott Henze
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Apostles’ Creed
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Church 
 

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 
 

Offering                        “I'm a Soldier of the Cross”   Choir 8:30 a.m. 
 

Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

A word about Holy Communion  We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might 
consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and 
shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he 
gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your 
love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have 
not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate 
they are not receiving the elements. 
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface                                     

P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
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Agnus Dei 
 



13

Hymns during Distribution                 “Not unto Us” LSB 558

Text and tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–93 Text and tune: © 1993 Ruth Eggert. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000828
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“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
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Closing of the Table

Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer

P We give You thanks, eternal Father, that You give us rest through the forgiving work 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, and refreshment through this Holy Meal. Strengthen us to 
glorify You by doing good in our daily work and lead us joyfully to serve our 
neighbors in the vocations You have given us; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction

Recessional Hymn             “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the 
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.  

Dismissal 

P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they 
work, or explore hosting one yourself, 

we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page 
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/

and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL  
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM 

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM 

Website and online giving


