FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 21, 2025

ONCE YOU WERE NOT A PEOPLE,
BUT NOW YOU ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 21, 2025
AS WE GATHER

The Divine Service is unlike our other activities during the week—in the marketplace, our
place of employment, or our school—where we struggle to be “the people of God” amid
the temptations and confusing details of living in a world still disfigured by sin, tragedy,
selfishness, and death. By our own fault, we daily fall short of our calling as Christians.
We are reminded today of the judgment of God's Law by the prophet Amos against our
worry over money and our own needs that distract us from the often-greater needs of
others and even our own true need of faith and reliance on God above all. Each day of
the week, the demands of the Ten Commandments of God call us back to our need for
forgiveness and God's mercy, grace, help, and love. So, we gather here for Divine Service,
that is, God attending to our real needs. We come to repent of our sin and failure, and to
receive forgiveness and new life and hope. That forgiveness and hope comes solely from
the God who “loved the world” so much “that He gave His only Son” to die for you (John
3:16). We do not have to wait and wonder until the Day of Judgment. By your Baptism
into Christ, by His mighty and reliable Word of forgiveness spoken over and into you,
and by your connection with the body and blood of your crucified and risen Lord Jesus,
you are being delivered from all evil, redeemed, restored, and forgiven for everlasting life
in the kingdom of God already here and now.

Prelude

Invocation

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you

Kyrie

A In peace, in peace...
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"Now the Feast"

Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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Verse 2
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Letus pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, You have made us to live in relationships
and in community. In the waters of Baptism, You have redeemed us to be Your holy
people. By Your Holy Spirit lead us to bear one another’s burdens, loving and
serving our neighbors in our various vocations, especially as we bear witness to Your
redeeming love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



The Rite of Holy Baptism Elena Yliana Fernandez Mular (11:00 a.m.)
“This is a Joyous Happy Day”

This is a Joyous Happy Day.

We celebrate Your gift of life.

Christ is with us. Joy surrounds us.

Christ takes our sin and sets us free;

He fills our lives with endless life.

Christ is with us. Christ unites us.

Praise our Maker, praise the Spirit, Praise Christ Jesus.

The Old Testament Reading Leviticus 19:9-18

9When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to
its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. "°’And you shall
not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the Lord your
God. "™You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another.
2You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: |
am the Lord. "You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired
worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. *You shall not curse
the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: | am
the Lord. ™*You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or
defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. ®You shall
not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against
the life of your neighbor: | am the Lord. ""You shall not hate your brother in your
heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of
him. "You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Epistle Galatians 6:1-10

'Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.
2Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if anyone thinks he
is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. “But let each one test his own
work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor.
>For each will have to bear his own load. ®Let the one who is taught the word share
all good things with the one who teaches. ‘Do not be deceived: God is not mocked,
for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8For the one who sows to his own flesh
will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the
Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give up. '°So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good
to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 10:23-37

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

23Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what
you see! ?*For | tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see,
and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 2>And behold, a
lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life?” 2°He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?"
2’And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as
yourself.” 2And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will
live."” °But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
3%)esus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. *"Now
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by
on the other side. 3*So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. 3*But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he
was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. **He went to him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought
him to an inn and took care of him. 3>And the next day he took out two denarii[a]
and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you
spend, | will repay you when | come back.’ **Which of these three, do you think,
proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 3’He said, “The
one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Seek Where You May to Find a Way” LSB 557
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Sermon “God’s People” Pastor Scott Henze
Apostles’ Creed (8:30 a.m. only)

C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
Offering “On Eagles Wings” Choir 11:00 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might
consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and
shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he
gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your
love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have
not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate
they are not receiving the elements.
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

The Lord's Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei
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Hymns during Distribution

“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” LSB 782
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Seek Ye First

LSB 712
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Setting available in hymn accompaniment edition.
SEEK YE FIRST

Text: Karen Lafferty, b. 1948
Tune: Karen Lafferty, b. 1948

Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP)
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Post-Communion Prayer

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You for this undeserved gift of Your Son's
body and blood, which restores us to life and community with You and with one
another. Keep us firm in the faith that because You have borne the burden of our sin
we may freely bear one another’s burdens and thus bear witness to Your love;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements
Benediction
Recessional Hymn “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” LSB 427
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.

Dismissal

P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
C Disciples making disciples.

P Go in peace and serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL

TRUNK
oR TREAT

Bring your family and friends for an evening of fun, food,
and lots of spooky decorated trunks filled with treats for
everyone. Costumes are welcome!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
5 P.M.-6:30 P.M.

18 St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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ps.

AT ST.PAUL WESTON

Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 t office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

n@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

[m]

Website and online giving
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