FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025
AS WE GATHER

A great temptation before Christians is to presume that sincerity is more important than
doctrine. The reality is that both are deeply important. Jesus does not countenance
hypocrisy but neither does He offer false consolation to those who refuse to hear the
voice of His Word. Part of faithfully hearing the Word of God is discerning what is
commanded from what is given—what Lutherans describe as the Law and the Gospel.
Confusing or confounding the two will distort our picture of God and lead us away from
that which Christ has done.

Prelude This Little light of mine, Jesus Loves Me, 123 Jesus Loves Me

Invocation

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession and Absolution

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
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P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Processional Hymn

“Amazing Grace”
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Greeting
(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
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Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P) Let us pray. Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that
He might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we
who glory in His death for our redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear the
cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



The Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-24

""For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep and will seek
them out. "?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have
been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. *And | will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and will bring them into their
own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. ™l will feed them with good pasture, and on the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. "*| myself
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares the
Lord God. 'l will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the
injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will
feed them in justice. '""As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: Behold, | judge
between sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. *®Is it not enough for you to
feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your
pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your
feet? ""And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what
you have muddied with your feet? **“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold,
I, | myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. *'Because you push with
side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered
them abroad, ?°l will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge
between sheep and sheep. And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. ?*And |, the Lord, will
be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the Lord; | have
spoken.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Timothy 1:5-17

*The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a
sincere faith. ®Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain
discussion, ‘desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they
are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions. 8Now we know that
the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, °‘understanding this, that the law is not laid down
for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the
unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, °the
sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and
whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, ''in accordance with the glorious gospel of
the blessed God with which | have been entrusted. %I thank him who has given me
strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service, *though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But |
received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, *and the grace of our Lord
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. *The saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom | am the foremost. '®But | received mercy for this reason, that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to
those who were to believe in him for eternal life. ""To the King of ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Gospel Processional
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Holy Gospel Mark 10:13-16

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'3 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples
rebuked them. ™ But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
God."™Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall
not enter it.” '® And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on
them.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day

| love You, Lord

For Your mercy never fails me

All my days, I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that | wake up

Until I lay my head

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

| love Your voice

You have led me through the fire

In darkest night You are close like no other
I've known You as a Father

I've known You as a Friend

And | have lived in the goodness

of God, yeah

Your goodness is running after,

it's running after me

Your goodness is running after,

it's running after me

With my life laid down, | surrendered now
| give You everything, oh Lord

Your goodness is running after,

it's running after me

Your goodness is running after, it's running
after me (oh yeah, oh yeah)

Your goodness is running after,

it's running after me

With my life laid down, | surrendered now
| give You everything

Your goodness is running after, it keeps
running after me
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"Goodness Of God”

‘Cause all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

‘Cause all my life You have been faithful,
oh yes You have

And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God

And all my life You have been faithful

And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able

Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God
I'm gonna sing
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All my life You have been faithful

(All of my life You've been faithful)

All my life You have been so, so good

(So good with every breath)

every breath that | am able

(Every breath I'm able)

I will sing (I'm gonna sing)

Of the goodness (of the goodness of God, yes | am)
I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God

Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God

Songwriters: Ben Fielding / Brian Johnson / Edward Martin Cash / Jason Ingram / Jenn Johnson Goodness of God lyrics ©
Bethel Music Publishing, Capitol CMG Publishing

Sermon “Jesus loves the little Children” Pastor Scott Henze
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
Offering
Offertory Prayer
(P} God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at

your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.
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A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might
consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and
shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he
gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your
love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have
not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate
they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® >

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®>

Proper Preface

The Lord's Prayer

(P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Hymns during Distribution

Verse 1

When did | start to forget

All of the great things You did
When did | throw away faith
for the impossible

How did | start to believe

You weren't sufficient for me

Why do | talk myself out of seeing miracles

Verse 2

Now | see all that | have

Oh I've got my confidence back
| put my trust in the One

who still does miracles

You do miracles

Bridge 2

Anything is possible

Anything is possible

Anything is possible

Who am | to deny what the Lord can do

Verse 3

I've come a long way

I've seen how You work

There's so much goodness and grace
Much more than | deserve

14

“More Than Able”

Chorus 1

You are more than able
You are more than able
You are more than able
You are more than able
Who am | to deny what the
Lord can do

Bridge 1

Can you imagine

With all of the faith in the room
What the Lord can do

What the Lord can do

It's gonna happen

Just let the Way Maker through
He's gonna move He's gonna move

Tag 1

Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Verse 4

'Cause | know who | am
And | can't stay where I'm at
We've come this far by faith
And | just can't turn back



Chorus 2 Chorus 3

He's not done with me yet You're not done with me yet

He's not done with me yet You're not done with me yet
There's so much more to the story There's so much more to the story
You're not done with me yet You're not done with me yet

Tag 2 Chorus 4

Who am | to deny what the Lord can do
Who am | to deny what the Lord can do

Chorus 4

God is more than able
God is more than able
God is more than able
God is more than able

God is more than able
God is more than able
God is more than able
God is more than able
Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Ending

Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Who am | to deny what the Lord can do Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do
Who am | to deny what
the Lord can do

Ben Fielding, Chandler Moore, Naomi Raine, Steven Furtick CCLI Song #7209590 © For Humans Publishing; Maverick City
Publishing; Naomi Raine Music; Ben Fielding Publishing; Music by Elevation Worship PublishingFor use solely with the
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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“In Christ Alone”
Verse 1

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest

drought and storm

What heights of love what

depths of peace

When fears are stilled

when strivings cease

My Comforter my All in All

Here in the love of Christ | stand

Verse 3

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

Verse 2

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ | live

Verse 4

No guilt in life no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend CCLI Song #3350395 © 2001 Thankyou Music Ltd
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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Post-Communion Prayer

(P} Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preschool Teacher Installation

Announcements
Benediction
Recessional Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
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Prayer Support /f you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for
you after the worship service. You can meet with them at the communion

rail.

Dismissal
(P} Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

® &
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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Website and online giving
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