SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JULY 27, 2025

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 27, 2025
AS WE GATHER

In 1535, Martin Luther was asked by Peter, his barber, for instruction on prayer. Luther
wrote a little book explaining how he organizes his own prayers to God. He pointed to
the Lord’s Prayer as well as the Ten Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed as ways to
focus and form his prayers. The Bible is filled with people who prayed consistently—
people like Abraham, Moses, Hannah, and David. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches His
disciples how to pray and shares two stories to emphasize the importance of bold,
persistent prayer.

Prelude
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the "+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession and Absolution

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Processional Hymn “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”
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(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you



Kyrie

In peace, in peace...
Refrain
Assistant: Congregation:
—— Y Y
! I | . ! - o
N’
Let us pray to the Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have
to Verses
i ) ¥
0 = PN
Q) e N— N~ —
mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.
For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us
pray to the... Refrain
For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
Word, let us pray to the... Refrain
Assistant:
__9 H P ——
/ £ ; — ! | !
ANIV4 ] ] o i é I
o T T ~—_ J
Help, save and de - fend us, 0
A 4 o Congregation:
y i —
| fan ) I
ANV P=| = =
Q) \_d-/
God. A - men.



"Now the Feast"

Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P} Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your grace and mercy have strengthened Your people
throughout the ages and emboldened them to come before You in all
circumstances. Strengthen our faith and confidence so that we come to You boldly,
consistently, and persistently; through Jesus Christ with whom You rule and reign
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:20-33

2%Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and
their sin is very grave, 2'l will go down to see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, | will know.” *So the men
turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord.
>Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? **Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? °Far be it from you to do such
a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” **And
the Lord said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will spare the whole place for
their sake.” 2’ Abraham answered and said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 2Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will
you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “l will not destroy it if | find
forty-five there.” 2?Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” **Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and | will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if |
find thirty there.” *'He said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose
twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.”
32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak again but this once.
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.”
33And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham
returned to his place.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Colossians 2:6-19

*Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, “rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
8See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to
Christ. °For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, "°and you have been filled in
him, who is the head of all rule and authority. "'In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, *having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the
dead. *And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing
it to the cross. "He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him. "®Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions
of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. ""These are a
shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. "®Let no one
disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about
visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, "?and not holding fast to the
Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Processional
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Holy Gospel Luke 11:1-13

(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2And he said to them,
“When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. *Give us
each day our daily bread, “and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who
is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.” >And he said to them, “Which of you
who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves,
®for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before him’; ‘and
he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are
with me in bed. | cannot get up and give you anything'? 8l tell you, though he will not get
up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will
rise and give him whatever he needs. °And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. "°For everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. ""What father
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among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; "or if he
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? "If you then, who are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770
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Sermon “When you Pray” Pastor Scott Henze
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -1 everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Brothers and sisters in Christ, | encourage you to lift your hearts to God and pray
with me as Jesus has taught us and promises to hear us.
Our Father in heaven,

Heavenly Father, mercifully hear the prayers of your people on behalf of our
congregation, community, nation, and world.
Holy be Your name.

Holy Lord, we know Your name is holy. We ask that it be kept holy among us as we
bear that name and live as Your people in this world.
Your Kingdom come.

Lord Jesus, we thank You for planting Your Kingdom among us as You nourish us
with Your body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. We eagerly anticipate the
fullness of Your kingdom coming and ask that You continue to do Your good and
gracious work in, through, and among us while we wait for Your return.

Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Heavenly Father, we know that it is Your will that all people come to the knowledge
of the truth and are saved. Work Your will here on earth. Work through our
governing authorities and their agents to bring Your will to all people.

Give us today our daily bread.

Loving Father, we thank and praise You for providing everything we need for our
bodies and lives. Prevent us from being selfish and greedy. As You generously bless
us, lead us to be a blessing to others, especially those who are in need.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
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Pastor: O Jesus, forgive and empower us to forgive others so that our relationships are
ruled by Your peace. Create clean hearts within us so that we may approach You
boldly, with confidence.

People: Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

Pastor:  Almighty God, as we face trials and temptations, strengthen us by the power of
Your Spirit so we can stand firm against the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
Watch over all we name before You this day. Deliver us from evil now and forever.

People: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Offering
Offertory Prayer

P] God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might
consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and
shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he
gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your
love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have
not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate
they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

13



Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Hymns during Distribution “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” LSB 590
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“Children of the Heavenly Father”
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Post-Communion Prayer

(P} Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn “On What Has Now Been Sown”
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.

low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!

Dismissal

P) Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

(P} Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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August 2, 2025

August 10, 2025
August 10, 2025
August 14, 2025

August 17, 2025
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Church Work Day. Join us to beautify our landscaping for
the upcoming school year.

Out and about - Every second Sunday of the month
Spoke Folk Sunday and Blessing of the Backpacks
First day of Preschool

First day of Sunday School for children and youth.

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
JULY 20, 2025
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STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 t office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

n@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online giving
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