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The Divine Service
Confirmation Sunday
May 04, 2025

God's Blessings to the 2025 Confirmation Class
AS WE GATHER

Though Jesus walks on water, He was testing the limit by telling seasoned fishermen
where to cast their nets. The disciples knew it was the Lord—it could only be the Lord.
Then, when He broke the bread and gave thanks, they rejoiced that the crucified and
risen Savior had showed Himself to them again. This is what we do every week. Jesus
presumes to tell us what life is and how to live it, and we are weary of all the things that
have disappointed us. But Christ can never disappoint us. He fills our nets with His life,
addresses us with the voice of hope, and feeds us to everlasting life, and by this Word
and Sacrament we know it is the Lord.

Worship Isabella Rodriguez, 11:00 a.m.
Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P With Joy, | proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in name of the Father and of
the T son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Processional Hymn “In Thee Is Gladness” LSB 818 sts 1,2
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Verse 2
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, in Your great love You bestowed forgiveness upon Saul,
and by Your Spirit, You brought him to faith in Your Son. Grant that we, too, may be
rescued from unbelief and, by Your grace, be granted the favor of Your friendship
and redemption to believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior, and to serve His purpose in all
that we do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



The First Reading Acts 9:1-22

'But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high pr
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. *And falling to the ground he heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” *And he said, “Who are
you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. °But rise and enter the
city, and you will be told what you are to do.” "The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 2Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ’And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank. "°Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him
in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” ""And the Lord said to him, "Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, "?and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” "*But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name.” "*But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of
Israel. "For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” '’So
Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” '*And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was
baptized; '?and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the
disciples at Damascus. *°And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying,
“He is the Son of God.” 2’And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the
man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not
come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” *’But Saul
increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by
proving that Jesus was the Christ.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Epistle Revelation 5:8-14

8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints. °’And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, °and you have
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”
""Then | looked, and | heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
"?saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” *And | heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor
and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and
the elders fell down and worshiped.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 21:1-19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord

'After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he
revealed himself in this way. %Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. *Simon
Peter said to them, "I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. “Just as day was
breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
>Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” *He said
to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast
it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. That disciple
whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw
himself into the sea. ®The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish,
for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. *"When they got out
on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. "°Jesus said
to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ''So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there
were so many, the net was not torn. "Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. “This was
now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the
dead. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” '®He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” ""He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said
to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed
my sheep. "®Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself
and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands,
and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” "°(This he said to
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him,
“Follow me.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “The Lamb” LSB 547 sts. 1, ref, 5
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Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953-2023 Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828

Sermon “To Fail or Not to Fail” Pastor Scott Henze
Apostles’ Creed (8:30 a.m. only)

C 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”
Offering “On Eagles Wings” Choir, 11:00 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

Grace/Justification Brynn Livengood, 11:00 a.m.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Hymns during Distribution = “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688
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“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”

LSB 622
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13



6 Lord, | believe what You have said;
Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that | am but dust,
And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7 Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev'ry place
The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be
A blesseéd comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
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Post-Communion Prayer

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 11:00 AM Only

Pastor:

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said: “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to Me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely, | will be with you always, to the very end
of the age.”

You have been baptized and you have been taught the faith according to our Lord's
command. The fulfillment of His command we now celebrate with thankful hearts,
rejoicing to confess the faith into which you were baptized and which you yourselves will
now confess before the Church.

Jesus said: "Whoever confesses Me before others, | will also confess him before My
Father in heaven. But he that denies Me before others, | will deny him before My Father
in heaven.”

Rejoice in the peace of God and joyfully give answer to what, in the name of the Lord, as
a minister of His Church, I now shall ask you.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts
which God gave you in your Baptism?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | do.

Pastor: Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty
promises?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | do.

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
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Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

CONFIRMATION OF INSTRUCTION
THE SOLEMN VOW OF THE PARENT
SOLEMN VOW OF THE CONGREGATION

Pastor: The promises made by these young people and parents are difficult to fulfill. They
need God's help and our prayers and encouragement. Since the best encouragement is a
good example, let us pray together...

All: Give us strength, O God, to set a good example for these Confirmands by using
God'’'s Word daily in our homes, worshipping regularly in church, and receiving
Holy Communion frequently. Give us the power to live a more God-pleasing life,
and may we, with these young men and women, grow more and more as disciples
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PERSONAL COMMITMENT AND BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS

THE PRAYER FOR THE CONFIRMANDS

17



Announcements

Benediction
Recessional Hymn " Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924 sts.
0|
| | | |
o i
1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra - tion For Your Gos - pel’s
0 | \
[ ¥ ' I ' ' | ] ]
o) - G\ I | } [ T ¥ I ]
joy and peace; Let wus each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
f | ! p— : ;
[ ¥ 1 I I | I | I s | I | ]
| | | | . | | |
[y ! ' '
Tri - umph  in re - deem - ing grace. 0] re - fresh us;
In  our hearts and lives a-bound. Ev - er faith-ful,
A
[IANaV.. | 1”4 r o { “ i | I 1 i i |
'J r | ! I | ]
0] re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
Dismissal

P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
C Disciples making disciples.

P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 1 office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

i@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online giving



