FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 18, 2025
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The Divine Service
The Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 18, 2025
AS WE GATHER

The Fifth Sunday of Easter bears the traditional name of Cantate, from the Introit's "Oh
sing to the Lord a new song.” Not only people but all creation is urged to break out in
song. Throughout our worship today we will do just that, for the resurrection news
cannot be left to quiet contemplation. Though it was difficult for Peter to convince the
others, when they realized Gentiles had received the Spirit, they rejoiced. The vision of
heaven in Revelation has no more pain or sorrow; what can be left but joyful singing?
Jesus' telling the disciples to love one another seems an impossible command, but He
was reminding them how greatly God has loved them. That realization can only call for
singing! So much of today’s worship includes familiar hymn stanzas to share the joy
inside.

Prelude
Invocation

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession and Absolution

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} With Joy, | proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Processional Hymn “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” LSB 822 sts. 1, 4
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Greeting

(P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you



Kyrie

In peace, in peace...
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Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P} Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your love for us is boundless! As we have received
such love, grant us grace to speak about it in all those circumstances You arrange
for us, that many may come to love You as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The First Reading Acts 11:1-18

'Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcision party criticized him, saying, **You went to uncircumcised men and ate with
them.” “But Peter began and explained it to them in order: *“I was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance | saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. ¢Looking at it closely, |
observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. ’And | heard a
voice saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ ®But | said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ °But the voice answered a second time
from heaven, ‘'What God has made clean, do not call common.’ "°This happened three
times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. '"And behold, at that very moment three
men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. '>And the Spirit
told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. *And he told us how he had seen the angel stand
in his house and say, ‘'Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; *he will
declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ °As |
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. "*And |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit." '’If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in God's way?”
®When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to
the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Revelation 21:1-7

'Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. *And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. *He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.” >’And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all
things new.” Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
*And he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. "The
one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be my son.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 16:12-22

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'2[Jesus said:] "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
BWhen the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it
to you. "®All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while,
and you will see me.” '"So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he
says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will
see me’; and, 'because | am going to the Father'?” '8So they were saying, “What does he
mean by ‘a little while'? We do not know what he is talking about.” ®Jesus knew that
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what
| meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you
will see me'? Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will
rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 2'When a woman is
giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the
baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born
into the world. #*So also you have sorrow now, but | will see you again and your hearts
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day  “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633 sts. 1,4, 8
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Sermon “Behold All Things New” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ‘I everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”

Offering “Love Lifted Me” Choir, 8:30 a.m.
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Offertory Prayer

(P} God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion

We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the following questions: Do
you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross
for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood
for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a
baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction
may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the
elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei
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Hymns during Distribution “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” LSB 649
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.

And of -ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa-thiz-ing tear.
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, We hope to meet a - gain.
And per-fect love and friend-ship reign Throughall e -ter-ni - ty.
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Post-Communion Prayer

(P} Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements
Benediction
Recessional Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me"” LSB 722 sts. 1, 3
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
Dismissal
(P} Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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May 20, 2025

May 25, 2025

VBS DONATIONS

June 9-13, 2025

June 15, 2025

Nova Singers at 7:30 p.m. Prepare to be captivated by the
diverse repertoire, which spans from the timeless classics and
beloved Broadway hits to the innovative works of modern
composers.

Knit and Kneel Pop Up Summer Sale. It's a Patriotic Pop-
up! Knit and Kneel will hold our summer sale on May 25 and
June 1 with red, white and blue items to celebrate
Americana. Quilt raffle ticket sales will continue through this
time. All of the proceeds will go to The Pantry of Broward to
help feed low-income seniors and seniors raising their
grandchildren.

We accept donations in cash, gift cards or check. Please
check the tree for volunteer and donations opportunities.

Vacation Bible School- Let's get ready to host over 300
participants for a TRUE NORTH experience.

VBS Sunday Service. Kids will celebrate the culmination of
VBS week.
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STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 t office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

n@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online giving



