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The Divine Service 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 27, 2025 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Thomas is forever marked with the qualifying adjective “doubting.” How Thomas is 
known is due to one episode in a career marked more by faith and faithful discipleship. 
Could it be that the doubts that plague us are less marks of our unfaithfulness than they 
are challenges we must daily face in order to be Christ’s own disciples? What defines you 
are not the doubts but what you do with them. Thomas brought his doubts to Jesus. We, 
too, are called to bring our doubts to the Lord and to be strengthened in faith and 
encouraged in a life of following our Savior. 
 
Worship   Michael Martinez, 11:00 a.m. 
 
Repentance   Jasmine Mohamed, 8:30 a.m., Sam Kern, 11:00 a.m. 

 
Invocation 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P With Joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in name of the Father and of 
the T son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn             “Hail Thee, Festival Day”   LSB 489 sts. ref-e–2e 
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Kyrie 
 
A In peace, in peace... 
  

 

 

 
  
A For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your 

Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise:                                 "Now the Feast" 
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Salutation 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, who once delivered Thomas from his fears and 

strengthened his faith, grant us by Your grace the same Spirit to confront our 

doubts and so be made steadfast and bold in faith and in the confession of Christ’s 

saving name before the world; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and Savior, 

whom with the Father and the Spirit, You are one God, one Lord, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Sanctification    John Matheny, 8:30 a.m. , Nathan Tirado, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Scripture           Collin Link, 8:30 am. , Sofia Beveridge, 11:00 a.m. 
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The First Reading Acts 5:12–32 

 
12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of 

the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared 

join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14And more than ever believers 

were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15so that they even carried 

out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at 

least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16The people also gathered from the towns 

around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they 

were all healed. 17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the 

party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested the apostles and put 

them in the public prison. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 

doors and brought them out, and said, 20“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the 

people all the words of this Life.” 21And when they heard this, they entered the temple at 

daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest came, and those who were with 

him, they called together the council and all the senate of Israel and sent to the prison to 

have them brought. 22But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, 

so they returned and reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the guards 

standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24Now when 

the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly 

perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25And someone came and 

told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and 

teaching the people.” 26Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but 

not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 27And when they had 

brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 
28saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29But 

Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of our 

fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his 

right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 

those who obey him.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Revelation 1:4–18 

 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is 

and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 

kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and 

made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 

Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty.” 9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and 

the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 

Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the Spirit 

on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, “Write 

what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and 

to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12Then 

I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a 

long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14The hairs of his head were white 

like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his feet were like 

burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 
16In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, 

and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as 

though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the 

last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys 

of Death and Hades. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional 
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Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is 

withheld.” 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days later, his 

disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 

my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day          “O Sons and Daughters of the King”  LSB 470 sts. 1, 5, 9 
 

 

 

 
 

Sermon                                      “Surprise, I’m Back” Pastor Scott Henze 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer    Elliot Mouradian, 8:30 a.m. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 

 
Offering                               

 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the 
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on 
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, 
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements. 
 

Redemption/Atonement         Aiden Essmyer, 11:00 a.m. 
 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 

 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
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Agnus Dei  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



15 

 

Hymns during Distribution      “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” LSB 720  
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“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” LSB 474 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87 Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110000828 
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Closing of the Table 
 

Post-communion canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

 
Missions and Ministry    David Crowe, 8:30 a.m. 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 

 
Recessional Hymn       ”All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” LSB 549 sts. 1, 6 
 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 30, 2025 Confirmation Public Examination at 6:30 p.m. 

 

May 4, 2025  Confirmation Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  

 

May 9, 2025 Fiesta Latina at 6:00 p.m. Join us for a fun night with Live 

Music, Food and fellowship. 

 

May 17, 2025 Discovery Life with God Join us on journey of faith and 

discovery. from 8:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

 

May 20, 2025 Nova Singers at 6:00 p.m. Prepare to be captivated by the 

diverse repertoire, which spans from the timeless classics and 

beloved Broadway hits to the innovative works of modern 

composers. 

 

May 25, 2025 Knit and Kneel Pop Up Summer Sale. All proceeds benefit 

the Pantry of Broward 

 

June 9-13, 2025 Vacation Bible School- Let’s get ready to host over 300 

participants for a TRUE NORTH experience.  
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         

Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   

                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 


