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The Divine Service  
Palm Sunday 
April 13, 2025 

 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today’s processional Gospel looks at the first day of Holy Week, and the Passion 
carries us on to Jesus’ tomb. Throughout the entire week, and since His 
transfiguration, our Lord has moved toward the cross step by step. Despite 
opposition from crowds and His circle of friends, He has been determined to love 
us to death so that He might open heaven to us by the grace of God. Zechariah 
had written about the procession centuries earlier, and Paul proclaims that God 
the Father has exalted Jesus for His steadfast commitment to our salvation. But 
this is no mere history! We also are called to follow, to live through each day, 
step by step, faithful under various circumstances yet confident of mercy, grace, 
and forgiveness. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”    LSB 442 verse 1 & 5 
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GREETING 
  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion   
 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C  Hosanna to the Son of David. 
  
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL         John 12:12–19 
  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it 
is written,15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a 
donkey's colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when 
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written 
about him and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when 
he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to 
bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard 
he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you 
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! 
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All children & adults are invited to gather at the back of the church for 
processional. 
 
BLESSING OF PALMS      
       
P  Let us Pray. We praise You, God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. Today we remember that He entered the holy city in  triumph 
and was proclaimed Messiah and King by those who spread garments and 
palm branches along His way.  Bless these palm branches and those who 
carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, 
joined to His death and resurrection, we may enter into life with You, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
HYMN                “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  LSB 443 verses 1 – 3 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our King and Friend, enter into our midst, and enter 

into our hearts just as you entered into Jerusalem on that very first Palm 
Sunday. Grant us your Holy Spirit so that we might be humble and lowly in 
heart, and always ready to receive you as our King. We pray this in your 
name, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

C Amen. 
 
The Old Testament Deuteronomy 32:36-39 
 
For the Lord will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when 
he sees that their power is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free. 
37 Then he will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which they took refuge, 
38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offering? Let 
them rise up and help you; let them be your protection! 39 “‘See now that I, even I, 
am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal; 
and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Philippians 2:5-11 
 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel John 12:20–43 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 
some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 
27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. 
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Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was 
going to die. 34 So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law 
that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among 
you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake 
you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is 
going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons 
of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from 
them. 37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not 
believe in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed?” 39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 
40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their 
eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” 41 Isaiah 
said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of 
him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of 
the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the 
synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory 
that comes from God. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day          “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343 sts. 1, ref, 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon                            “Keep Your Eyes on Jesus” Pastor Scott Henze  
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer". 

 
Offering                                    

 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 

hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with 
good things at your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you 
have given us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
 A word about Holy Communion 
We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the following questions: Do 
you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross 
for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood 
for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a 
baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction 
may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the 
elements. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  
Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.     
 

Words of Institution 
 
The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   

  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
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Agnus Dei LSB 210 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Passion Reading During Distribution  
 
Closing of the Table  
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Post Communion Canticle                      Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy 
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

 
Announcements 

 
Benediction 

 
Recessional Hymn                 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” LSB 442 sts. 2,3,4 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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April 17, 2025   Maundy Thursday  
The Lord’s Supper Worship at 6:30 p.m. 
 
April 18, 2025   Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross at 12:00 p.m. 
Worship Service of Darkness at 6:30 p.m. 
 
April 20, 2025    Easter Sunday - The Resurrection of Our Lord  
7:00 a.m.  Outdoor Sunrise Communion Service 
8:30 a.m.  Easter Sunday Communion Service 
11:00 a.m.  Easter Sunday Communion Service 
 
April 20, 2025   Resurrection Run - 5K Youth Fundraiser Register at 

www.westontrezrun.com 
 
April 27, 2025    Witness Sunday 
 
April 27, 2025    Senior Brunch Recognition at 9:45 a.m.  
 

SPONSOR A LILY FOR THE ALTAR.  
LAST DAY TO SUBMIT YOUR FLOWER OFFERING.  

Lilies are $15 each and will adorn the altar this Easter. Please indicate whether the 
plant is in honor of or in memory of a loved one. 

 
 

http://www.westontrezrun.com/
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 
Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 
Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 
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