The First Sunday in Lent
March 9, 2025

Jesus answered, “It (s said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.” Luke 4:12

“Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People.”



The Divine Service

The First Sunday in Lent
March 9, 2025

AS WE GATHER

“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16). As we have now
entered the forty-day pilgrimage of Lent, we approach the most climactic event of our
Lord's earthly ministry, the one that confused and frightened the first followers of Jesus
and perhaps even some to this day. The expectation of the establishment of the
kingdom of God with Jesus, the Son of God, seated on a royal throne as ruler was
demolished as they witnessed their Rabbi, Master, and Lord taken captive, convicted,
tortured, and executed on that Passover in Jerusalem. The cross has always been an
offense. To this day, the same mystery stands: His royal throne is but a frightful cross of
crucifixion—His kingdom hidden to the eyes. When confronted with the facts of God'’s
Word, many cannot see past this mystery. Yet it is the power of God's Word that gives
people the gift of faith and new eyes to see what was incomprehensible and secret now
revealed by the Spirit of God. God'’s truth is that in the death of Christ, redemption and
forgiveness of sin now avails for the entire world. Sinners are delivered, justified before
God by faith in the blood of Jesus shed on the cross and given the ability to repent and
believe and become children of God for eternity. For sinful mankind, this life-giving truth
is impossible to believe or understand. Only because of the mighty Word of God
proclaimed to the world by His church and by the power of the Spirit is that otherwise
mysterious Word actually easy and powerful to understand and to believe.

Prelude
Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.



Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.




Processional Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 657 sts. 1, 34
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Kyrie LSB 168

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen.

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P

Let us pray. Almighty God, You sent Your Son to be tempted by the devil, and by the
power of Your Holy Word alone He defeated the old, evil foe for us. Increase our
faith and confidence in Your mighty Word to be a lamp to our feet and a light to our
path, that we may endure all temptation and remain true to Your call as members of
Your family and the household of faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 26:1-11

"When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance

and have taken possession of it and live in it, >you shall take some of the first of all the
fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving
you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your
God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. *And you shall go to the priest who is
in office at that time and say to him, 'l declare today to the LORD your God that | have
come into the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ “Then the priest shall
take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.
>"And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was
my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there
he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. ®And the Egyptians treated us harshly
and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. "Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our
fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. °And he brought us into this place
and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. '°And behold, now | bring the
first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.” And you shall set it
down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. ""And you shall
rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you,
and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.”

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 10:8b-13

"The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); °because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. "°For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. '"For the
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” "?For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on
all who call on him. *For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Luke 4:1-13

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

'Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness *for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. *The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” “And Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.” *And the devil took him up and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, ®and said to him, “To you | will give
all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and | give it to whom |
will. /If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is
written, “'You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”

And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, "%for it is written, “"He
will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,” "'and “’On their hands they will
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.”” ">And Jesus answered him, “It is
said, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” *And when the devil had ended
every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.






Hymn of the Day “How Deep The Father's Love For Us”

Verse 1

How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Verse 2

Behold the Man upon a cross

My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed | hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life
| know that it is finished

Verse 3

| will not boast in anything

No gifts no pow'r no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should | gain from His reward
| cannot give an answer

But this | know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

Stuart Townend CCLI Song #1558110 © 1995 Thankyou Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All
rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2043076

Sermon “The Devil Made Me Do It!” Pastor Scott Henze


http://www.ccli.com/

Apostles’ Creed

C | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer”.

Offering “Love Beyond Degree” Choir, 11:00 a.m.

Offertory Prayer

P Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord's Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.
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Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 178

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)

11



Agnus Dei
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Distribution Hymns “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
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“l Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618
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Post Communion Canticle Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn “Jesus, Lead Thou On”

LSB 718 sts. 1, 4
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Dismissal
P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
C Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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March 12, 2025 MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP SERVICE 6:30 p.m.

March 14, 2025 OLDER WISER LUTHERANS. Older Wiser Lutherans will meet
at 7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202. Come and mingle in fellowship.

April 3, 2025 A NIGHT OF MUSIC AND POETRY at 6:30 p.m. Matt Doering and
Tanner Olson will share an evening of music, poetry, and story. The St. Paul Youth
are hosting this concert to raise money for their trip to the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans and Spoke Folk Tours in Michigan and Minnesota.

April 5, 2025 SPRING CHURCH WORK DAY 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Come and
help beautify your church home. Everyone is welcome!

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online
giving
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