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For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. Luke 15:24 
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The Divine Service 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 30, 2025 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Traditionally, the Fourth Sunday in Lent has been known as Laetare Sunday, from the 
Latin Introit Laetare Jerusalem: “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her” (Isaiah 
66:10). Though still in the penitential season of Lent, this Sunday is a relaxation from 
normal Lenten discipline. Flowers may appear, and ministers may wear rose-colored 
vestments as a lighter shade of violet. Today’s service is inspired by the Old Testament 
Reading of Isaiah, the First Song of Isaiah: “Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done 
gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth” (Isaiah 12:5). Today we take that 
admonition literally as not only the liturgy is sung but also the Readings are expanded 
with hymn stanzas. “Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst 
is the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 12:6). In the joy of the faithful father in Jesus’ parable of 
the prodigal son, the forgiveness of our sin and reconciliation with God as His baptized 
sons and daughters, well, it just makes you want to sing! So we shall! 

 
Prelude 

 
Invocation 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.  
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Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn          “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LSB 427 sts. 1, 3–4 
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Kyrie LSB 168 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Salutation 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord. All the earth 

now worships You, the Father everlasting, Your adorable, true, and only Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter. O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage. Day by 
day we magnify You. And we worship Your name forever and ever. O Lord, let Your 
mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You. O Lord, in You have we trusted; let us never 
be confounded; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12: 1-6 
1You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry 
with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 2“Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation.” 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 4And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 5“Sing 
praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” 3So he told them this parable: . . . “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming 
to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered 
his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to 
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And he was 
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17“But 
when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose 
and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his older son was in the field, 
and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he 
called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’  
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28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he 
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed 
your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
  
A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Hymn of the Day                       “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 sts. 1-2, 5 
 

 

 

 
 

Sermon                                 “The Lost” Pastor Scott Henze  
 

  



9 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer". 
 

Offering                                       “Be not afraid” Choir, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Offertory Prayer  
 
P Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the 
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on 
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, 
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 
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The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     
  

Words of Institution 
  

The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 

 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Distribution Hymns              “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686 
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“Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725 
 

 

 

 
 

Closing of the Table 
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Post Communion Canticle                       “Nunc Dimittis” LSB 199 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Post-Communion Collect 
 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Benediction 
 

Recessional Hymn                “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 sts. 1, 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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April 2, 2025 MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP SERVICE  at 6:30 p.m.  
 
April 3, 2025 A NIGHT OF MUSIC AND POETRY at 6:30 p.m. Matt Doering and 
Tanner Olson will share an evening of music, poetry, and story. The St. Paul Youth 
are hosting this concert to raise money for their trip to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans and Spoke Folk Tours in Michigan and Minnesota. 
 
April 5, 2025 SPRING CHURCH WORK DAY 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Come and 
help beautify your church home. Everyone is welcome!  
 
April 11, 2025 OLDER WISER LUTHERANS.  Older Wiser Lutherans will meet at 
7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202.  Come and mingle in fellowship.  
 
April 13, 2025 EASTER EGG HUNT Our annual EGG HUNT is one of our best 
community outreach events of the year. Please help this effort by donating pre-
stuffed eggs. No chocolate nor coins please. Bring to the church office by Sunday, 
April 6th 2025 
 
SPONSOR A LILY FOR THE ALTAR.  Lilies are $15 each and will adorn the 
altar this Easter. Please submit your envelope by April 13th.  You may pick 
up your Lily following the Easter Service on April 20th. Please indicate 
whether the plant is in honor of or in memory of a loved one.  
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 
Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 
Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 


