The Third Sunday in Lent
March 23, 2025

GOD IS FAITHFUL;

HE WILL NOT LET

YOU BE TEMPTED
BEYOND WHAT
YOU CAN BEAR.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13

"No temptation has overtaken you
except such as is common to man" 1 Corinthians 10:13a

Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service
The Third Sunday in Lent
March 23, 2025
AS WE GATHER

A main emphasis of our Lenten discipline is our struggle against temptations to sin and
toward true repentance that leads to living faithful Christian lives. As our physical well-
being depends in part on healthy choices of diet, in today’s Readings God uses the
metaphor of eating and drinking to warn and encourage His people to avoid the
temptations of the world and our own sin that leads us away from God and to rely
constantly on the forgiveness and faith that God provides to enable us to lead godly
lives. In the Epistle, Paul has in mind how God provides for us in His Word and
Sacraments. We are to remember not only that we were baptized but that we are
baptized, meaning God still provides us with saving, bold faith that relies on His mercy
and grace because we belong to Him now. The center of the Divine Service is the
Sacrament of Christ's body and blood, through which we are given forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation—all the benefits won for us by the cross and sacrifice of Jesus on our
behalf. Today we are encouraged to receive and rely on God'’s gifts and provision
constantly, that we may maintain a healthy and strong faith in the face of all adversities
and challenges.

Prelude
Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Processional Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722
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1 Lord, take my hand and  lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem -pest ra - ges, I need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro -tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways  near.
I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - vor 1 20 a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.




Kyrie LSB 168

(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Salutation

(P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P

Let us pray. O God, You have made each of us Your own possession by our Baptism
into Christ, and You daily feed us with your mercy and grace by Your Word. Help us,
we pray, in the face of all trials and temptations to go our own way, to grow
stronger in our faith in You and our love for one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20
"So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require
at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
1%And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then
can we live?' "'Say to them, As | live, declares the Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back
from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? '*“And you, son of man, say
to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he
transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he
turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his
righteousness when he sins. *Though | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if
he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be
remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. *Again, though | say to
the wicked, "You shall surely die,” yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and
right, "*if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and
walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die.
'®*None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done
what is just and right; he shall surely live. """Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is
not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. "®*When the righteous turns from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. ?And when the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. *Yet you say, ‘'The way
of the Lord is not just." O house of Israel, | will judge each of you according to his ways.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

'l want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, *and all
ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. *Nevertheless, with most
of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. “Now these
things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. ‘Do not
be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink
and rose up to play.” ®We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did,
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. °"We must not put Christ to the test, as
some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, °nor grumble, as some of them did
and were destroyed by the Destroyer. "'"Now these things happened to them as an
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages
has come. "*Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. *No
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOD IS FAITHFUL;

HE WILL NOT LET

YOU BE TEMPTED
BEYOND WHAT
YOU CAN BEAR.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13




Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered in this way? *No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. “Or
those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they
were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” ®*And he told this parable: “A man had a
fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. ‘And he
said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree, and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure. °Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761 sts. 1, 34
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet - ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When I soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.



Sermon “Never Give Up” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”.

Offering

Offertory Prayer

P

Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord's Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®

Proper Preface

Sanctus
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
Agnus Dei
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Distribution Hymns “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior” LSB 619
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1 Thy bod - y, givn for me, O Sav - ior, Thy blood which
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now u - nit - ed; 1 live in
3 Who can con-demn me now? For sure - ly  The Lord is
4 Though death may threat-en with dis-as - ter, It can - not
5 My heart has now be - come Thy dwell-ing, O bless - ed,
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rob me of my cheer; For He who is of
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strength for - ev - er, By them my hun-gry soul is fed.
soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With Je - sus I to heav-en rise.
death the  mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
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“ Eat This Bread”

Refrain
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst.

1 This is His bod-y giv-en for you; this is His blood that was shed for you.
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2 As of-ten asyou eat this bread anddrink this cup, you show His death un-tilHe comes a-gain.
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5If we be-lieve and eat this bread, we will have e - ter- nal life.

Closing of the Table

LSB 638
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Post Communion Canticle

Nunc Dimittis
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with -out end.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

A -men.

LSB 199

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Announcements

Benediction
Recessional Hymn “Christ Be My Leader”
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1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or
3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
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dark - ness, for He is the way. Glad-ly 1 fol - low, my
doubt-ing, for He is the truth. Grant me to trust Him; though
hold me, for He is the life. Nor dark - ness nor doubt-ing nor
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fu - ture His care, ~  Dark - ness is day - light when Je-sus is there.
shift-ing as sand, Doubt can-not daunt me; in Je-sus 1 stand.
sin and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.

Dismissal

P) Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....

Disciples making disciples.

(P] Go in peace and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

LSB 861
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March 26, 2025 MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP SERVICE at 6:30 p.m.

April 3, 2025 A NIGHT OF MUSIC AND POETRY at 6:30 p.m. Matt Doering and
Tanner Olson will share an evening of music, poetry, and story. The St. Paul Youth
are hosting this concert to raise money for their trip to the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans and Spoke Folk Tours in Michigan and Minnesota.

April 5, 2025 SPRING CHURCH WORK DAY 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Come and
help beautify your church home. Everyone is welcome!

April 11, 2025 OLDER WISER LUTHERANS. Older Wiser Lutherans will meet at
7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202. Come and mingle in fellowship.

April 13, 2025 EASTER EGG HUNT Our annual EGG HUNT is one of our best
community outreach events of the year. Please help this effort by donating pre-

stuffed eggs. No chocolate nor coins please. Bring to the church office by Sunday,
April 61 2025

SPONSOR A LILY FOR THE ALTAR. Lilies are $15 each and will adorn the
altar this Easter. Please submit your envelope by April 13th. You may pick
up your Lily following the Easter Service on April 20th. Please indicate
whether the plant is in honor of or in memory of a loved one.
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STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326

Church Office (954) 384-9096 1 office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org
Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online giving
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