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I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my 
Father I have made known to you. John 15:15 

 
Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People 
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AS WE GATHER 
 
In this service for Week 2 of Lent, we embrace the news that Jesus listens 
to us like no other and answers all our ques�ons and concerns. 
 

I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. John 15:15 

 
Opening Hymn   “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 vss 1, 7 
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Invoca�on and Call to Worship  
 
P  We gather together as friends knowing that we are heard by the 

Triune God. We gather together in the name of the Father, and of 
the (T) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 
P Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
C You have given me relief when I was in distress. 
 
P Be gracious to me 
C And hear my prayer. (Psalm 4:1) 
 
P O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 
C you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear  
 (Psalm 10:17)  
 
P I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
C Incline your ear to me; hear my words. (Psalm 17:6) 
 
P Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud;  
C Be gracious to me and answer me! (Psalm 27:7) 
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Confession and Forgiveness  
 
P Lord Jesus, our listening friend, hear us as we confess our sins.  
C Forgive me, Jesus, for all that I have done to harm my neighbors. 
 
P Lord Jesus, our listening friend, hear us as we confess our sins.  
C Forgive me, Jesus, for all that I have failed to do.  
 
P Lord Jesus, our listening friend, hear us as we confess our sins.  
C Forgive me, Jesus, for the ways that I have sinned again you in 

thought, word and deed.  
 
P Lord Jesus, our listening friend, hear us as we confess our sins.  
C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
 

(Please silently reflect on how Jesus listens to—and forgives—the 
confessions of his people.) 

 
P Listen now for you will hear Good News! Our Savior, Servant, Friend, 

Jesus, has heard us confess our sins. He has nailed our sins to the 
cross, and he has thrown them into the tomb. They are forgiven, and 
they are gone. Hear these words now as though they were spoken 
not by me, but by Jesus himself: Friends, your sins are forgiven. 
Amen.  

C What a friend we have in Jesus.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, incline your ear to us. Hear us as we 

come before you in prayer and praise, with thanksgiving and 
gra�tude for your love and mercy. We pray through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading      Jeremiah 29:10-14 
 
For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 
will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to 
this place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you 
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will 
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be 
found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and 
gather you from all the na�ons and all the places where I have driven 
you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I 
sent you into exile. 
 
Epistle Reading        1 John 5:13-15 
 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
that you may know that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence 
that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 
hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 
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Gospel Reading        John 3:1-17 
 
 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs 
that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second �me into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our tes�mony. If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses li�ed up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be li�ed up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 
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Sermon Hymn         “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  LSB 702 vss 1,2,3 
 

 

 

 
 
Sermon                                “Listener”   Pastor Scot Henze 
 
Offering  
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Prayers of the Church  Each petition ends with “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
P God, you call out to us with peace and promise, hope and healing 

delivered through our friend, Jesus. God, you call out to us and invite 
us to respond with faith and trust. By your invita�on, O God, we call 
out to you in prayer.  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers for mercy and forgiveness, and renew a right 

spirit within us. 
C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers for peace, deliver this world from injus�ce, 

protect the vulnerable and give us good and faithful leaders. 
C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers for healing and hope for all who are ill or 

recovering from sickness. 
C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers for all who mourn the loss of loved ones or are 

discouraged by loneliness.  
C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers for wisdom in good and godly living, upright 

conduct and virtue. 
C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Listen to our prayers of thanksgiving for all the gi�s that you give to 

your people. 
C Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta�on, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen.     

 
Benedic�on  
 
P The Father invites us to come to him. The Son grants us access 

through the cross. The Holy Spirit guides us in the way of holiness. 
And, so, may the triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—be our 
friend and companion now and for all eternity. Amen.  

C What a friend we have in Jesus!  
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Closing Hymn “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”       LSB 435 vss. 1,4 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 
Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 
Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 


