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But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ Philippians 3:20 
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The Divine Service 
The Second Sunday in Lent 

March 16, 2025 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
How’s your faith? Is it firm, steadfast, and strong? Or do you find that it seems to be 
growing weak, uncertain, or even in danger of disappearing at times? As we follow our 
Lord in this Lenten season, leading up to the distressing events of Holy Week, we are 
warned today that the same opposition, rejection, and betrayal faced by prophets like 
Jeremiah, and even Jesus, will also face us as His followers. What did He mean when He 
said, “You will be hated by all for My name’s sake”? (Luke 21:17). But rather than a dire 
prediction, Jesus said, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you” 
(Matthew 5:11–12). When challenges arise and temptations overwhelm, we are reminded 
to remember and observe examples of faith, such as the apostle Paul in his many 
struggles and even our Lord Himself whose faith and confidence in His Father’s gracious 
design made Him endure “the cross, despising the shame” with the prospect of His 
certain victory and eternal placement at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 
12:2). That certainty is ours. Faith hangs on to the promise “I am coming soon. Hold fast 
what you have, so that no one may seize your crown” (Revelation 3:11). Or as Paul says, 
“Therefore, my brothers, . . .my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord” (Philippians 
4:1). 
 
Prelude 

 
Invocation 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.  
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Confession and Absolution 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn                         “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” LSB 913 sts. 1–2 
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Kyrie LSB 168 
 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
Salutation 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, as false prophets and teachers have arisen among Your 

people in all ages, give us such devotion to the truth of Your Word that we may 
stand firm in steadfast faith all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 26:8–15 
 
8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak 
to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, 
saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the 
people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 10When the officials of Judah 
heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and 
took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests 
and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the 
sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with 
your own ears.” 12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The 
LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 
13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your 
God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14But as 
for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. 15Only 
know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon 
yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to 
speak all these words in your ears.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle  Philippians 3:17—4:1 
 
17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the 
example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their 
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. 1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  Luke 13:31–35 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out 
demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 
33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it 
cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I 
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day                 “I’m But a Stranger Here” LSB 748 sts 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon  “We Are Citizens of Heaven” Pastor Scott Henze  
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer". 
 

Offering                                    “Written in Red” Choir, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Offertory Prayer  
 
P Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
A word about Holy communion  We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the 
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on 
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come  forward for a blessing, 
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving  the elements. 

 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
Proper Preface 
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Sanctus LSB 178 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     
 

Words of Institution 
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The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   
  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Distribution Hymns                         “On Eagles’ Wings” LSB 727 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951 Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 
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“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” LSB 641 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922–96 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 

 
Closing of the Table 
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Post Communion Canticle                   Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Announcements 

 
Benediction 

 
Recessional Hymn                          “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 sts. 1–2, 5 
 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God!  
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March 19, 2025 MIDWEEK LENT WORSHIP SERVICE at 6:30 p.m.  
 
April 3, 2025 A NIGHT OF MUSIC AND POETRY at 6:30 p.m. Matt Doering and 
Tanner Olson will share an evening of music, poetry, and story. The St. Paul Youth 
are hosting this concert to raise money for their trip to the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans and Spoke Folk Tours in Michigan and Minnesota. 
 
April 5, 2025 SPRING CHURCH WORK DAY 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Come and 
help beautify your church home. Everyone is welcome!  
 
April 11, 2025 OLDER WISER LUTHERANS.  Older Wiser Lutherans will meet at 
7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202.  Come and mingle in fellowship.  
 
April 13, 2025 EASTER EGG HUNT Our annual EGG HUNT is one of our best 
community outreach events of the year. Please help this effort by donating pre-
stuffed eggs. No chocolate nor coins please. Bring to the church office by Sunday, 
April 6th 2025 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 Website and online 

giving 
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