
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 16, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People.” 
  



2 
 

The Divine Service 
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 16, 2025 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Blessing abound in today’s readings! Jeremiah laments the one who “trusts in man,” but 
sees the one who “trusts in the Lord,” to be like a tree planted with abundant water that 
“does not cease to bear fruit” (Jeremiah 17:5, 7, 8). Note that we are “planted,”—a 
passive verb, grace! Luke records another time Jesus preached using beatitudes. He 
concluded that we, his hearers, should rejoice and leap for joy, for our reward is great in 
heaven. Such grace! No wonder that Paul, in the Epistle, warns against those who doubt 
Christ’s resurrection. Our Lord is only “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 
Corinthians 15:20). Today our worship is full of rejoicing in the grace of God. It also gives 
us strength to produce fruit every day. 

 
Prelude 
 
Invocation 
 
A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.  

 
Confession and Absolution 
 
A Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  
A In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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Processional Hymn             “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB 394 sts. 1, 5 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Kyrie 168 
 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise                                  “This Is the Feast” LSB 155 
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Salutation 
 
A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 
A Let us pray. Grant us, heavenly Father, to so appreciate Your grace in giving us faith 

in Your Son that we live each day in thanksgiving for the precious Gospel until we 
fall asleep in Christ and awaken to the glory You have prepared for us for His sake; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 17:5–8 
 
5Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 
whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see 
any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 
salt land. 7“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8He is like 
a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when 
heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it 
does not cease to bear fruit.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:1–20 
 
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared 
to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 12Now if Christ is 
proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If in this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 
 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel  Luke 6:17–26 
 
A The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
17[Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast 
of Tyre and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all the crowd sought to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 20And he lifted up his eyes on his 
disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. “Blessed are you who 
weep now, for you shall laugh. 22“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they 
exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 
23Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so 
their fathers did to the prophets. 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received 
your consolation. 25“Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. “Woe to you 
who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 26“Woe to you, when all people speak 
well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets. 
  
A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day                   “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729 sts. 1–2, 5–6 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Sermon                            "NOT in Vain - Now Live Like It!"  Tracy Bovee 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer". 
 

Offering                                       “Heal Me, Hands of Christ” Choir, 8:30 a.m. 
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Offertory Prayer  
 
A Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

A word about Holy communion  We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the 
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on 
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for 
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, 
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements. 

 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface                                     
 
A The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
A Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
A Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  
Proper Preface 
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Sanctus LSB 178 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 
A Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.     
  

Words of Institution 
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The Peace of the Lord 
 
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   

  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 
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Distribution Hymns                   “Lift Every Voice and Sing” LSB 964 
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“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Closing of the Table 
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Post Communion Canticle                “Thank the Lord” LSB 181 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Small Groups Minute  
 
Announcements 

 
Benediction 
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Recessional Hymn             “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” LSB 477 sts. 1, 3 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal 
 
A Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
A Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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February 23, 2025 Blessings of the Animals. Bring your pets and come join us 
for a special blessing. Let us celebrate the bond of creation together! 
 
March 1, 2025 Car Wash Fundraiser. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Get ready to shine, 
and let us pamper your ride! Join us for a fun-filled day of sparkling clean cars at 
our Car Wash Fundraiser. Please fill out the form to make a pledge to the 2025 
Fundraiser.  All donations support our Youth. 
 
March 5, 2025 Ash Wednesday Services 6:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 
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