TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 16, 2025
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Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds. Psalm 36:5
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Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People



The Divine Service
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
November 16, 2025

AS WE GATHER

We are blessed with many freedoms in this country. We have freedom of speech. We
have freedom of religion, with the freedom to assemble. We live in the “land of the free
and the home of the brave.” It is easy to rely on our citizenship for proof of our freedom.
In that way, we are like the Jewish people at the time of Jesus. They relied on their
Abrahamic lineage for freedom, recalling the covenant God made with Abraham and his
descendants. While these national freedoms are great blessings, in the Holy Gospel,
Jesus points out that for true freedom, one must be free from slavery to sin. Only in
Christ is anyone truly free.

Prelude
Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord,
who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Processional Hymn “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” LSB 873
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on-ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise;
Joy-less is  the day’s re-turn
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine,
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day - star,

Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.
Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;

in my heart ap - pear.

Till they in- ward light im-part, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
More and more Thy - self dis-play, Shin-ing to the per-fect day.
Kyrie LSB 168
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us p
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

ray to



Hymn of Praise

“This Is the Feast”
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Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Redeeming Lord Jesus Christ, at Your name bows every knee in heaven
and on earth. In Word and Sacrament, draw near to this holy gathering, that in
forgiveness and faith, Your people might confess You as Lord, be sanctified for good
works, and be prepared to meet You when You come again, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.




The Old Testament Reading Malachi 4 1-6

! “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ?But for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like
calves from the stall. *And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under
the soles of your feet, on the day when | act, says the Lord of hosts. *’"Remember the law
of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that | commanded him at Horeb for
all Israel. *"Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day
of the Lord comes. ®And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts
of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

*Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep
away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition
that you received from us. ‘For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us,
because we were not idle when we were with you, ®nor did we eat anyone’s bread
without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not
be a burden to any of you. °It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you
in ourselves an example to imitate. "°For even when we were with you, we would give
you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. ""For we hear that
some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. ?Now such persons
we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. "As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and
offerings, [Jesus] said, ®“As for these things that you see, the days will come when there
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” ‘And they
asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these
things are about to take place?” 8And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, 'l am he!” and, ‘'The time is at hand!" Do not go after them.
°And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first
take place, but the end will not be at once.” "Then he said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. ""There will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. "?But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings
and governors for my name's sake. *This will be your opportunity to bear witness.
“Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, "™for | will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand
or contradict. "®You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and
friends, and some of you they will put to death. "You will be hated by all for my name's
sake. '®But not a hair of your head will perish. "By your endurance you will gain your
lives. ?“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation
has come near. *'Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those
who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, ?*for
these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 2*Alas for women who are
pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great
distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. **They will fall by the edge of the
sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot
by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. >>"And there will be signs in
sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the
roaring of the sea and the waves, **people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what
is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2’And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 2Now when these
things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption
is drawing near.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful - ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.

p Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me!
Sermon "Faithful!”
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life '« of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”

Offering “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Choir 11:00 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord'’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper, he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Hymns of Distribution

“Be Still, My Soul”
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“lI Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
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Closing of the Table

Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction
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Recessional Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924

1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
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Prayer Support

If you want to be lifted up in prayer, our prayer team is here to pray for you after the
worship service. You can meet with them at the Communion Rail.

Dismissal
Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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YOUR

Investing for Time and Eternity

“...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).
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Celebrate Community with Small Groups at St. Paul!

Whether you're looking to join a group, learn more about how they
work, or explore hosting one yourself,
we invite you to visit our Small Group Ministry page
https://stpaulweston.com/groups/
and take the next step in your faith journey.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 * office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

i@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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Website and online giving
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