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AS WE GATHER

Have you ever received a surprise present, one that was out of your own price range to
get? That, in a nutshell, describes Epiphany. The Wise Men came to give presents, and
instead received one their wealth could not have bought. We are included in this. We are
baptized for the forgiveness of sins by His blood on the cross that covers our sins, once
for all. That water and blood give us the greatest—and most expensive—qift in the
world. Here we see Jesus revealed, manifested, in a star, in the coming of the Magi and
the gifts they bring.

Prelude
Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Processional Hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old” LSB 397 sts. 1-2
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav - ior, to Thy low -1y bed,
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
So may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat.
Kyrie
(P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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Hymn of Praise “This Is the Feast” LSB 155
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Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P} Let us pray. Aimighty God, on this day of Epiphany, we ask that You would shine
forth upon our hearts, that we may be renewed by Your grace; this we ask through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit is one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

'Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD
will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. *And nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. “Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your
daughters shall be carried on the hip. >Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels
of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Ephesians 3:1-12

'For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you,
*how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. “When
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, *which was not
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. ‘Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though | am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, ®and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things, °so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. ''This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, %in
whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, %saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: ®“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.
"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” °After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. '®When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
""And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. ?And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
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(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.




Hymn of the Day

“Seek Ye First”

LSB 712
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2 Ask and it shall be giv - en un - t0o you, Seek and
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add - ed un-to you! Al -le - lu, al-le-lu - ia!
0 - pened un - to you, Al -le - lu, al-le-1Iu . ia!
mouth of the Lord, Al -le - lu, al-le-1Iu - ia!

Text and tune: Karen Lafferty, 1948

Sermon

“Wise Men Still Seek Him”

Pastor Scott Henze



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer”.

Offering
Offertory Prayer

(P} Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.



Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)

Agnus Dei
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

LSB 180
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Distribution Hymns “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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11t came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And  still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

LSB 366
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“lI Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
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1T want to walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the  bright-ness of God.
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I want to  look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je - sus.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je sus.

LSB 411

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn

License no. 110000828

Closing of the Table
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Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Announcements

Benediction
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Recessional Hymn “0O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB 395 sts. 7, 4
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Al - le - lu - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us  giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!
Dismissal
) Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.
P} Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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January 10, 2025 OWLs- Older Wiser Lutherans. Older Wiser Lutherans will
meet at 7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202. Come and mingle in fellowship.

January 11, 2025 Youth Service Saturday- Beach Clean Up
January 12, 2025 Congregational meeting — 10:00 a.m.

January 25, 2025, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  Discovering Life with God is an
all-inclusive one-day class that serves as the Lutheran adult confirmation
instruction for some and a spiritual "jump start” for others. All are welcome!

January 25, 2025, Rock the Universe the High School Youth will travel to
Universal Studios for the largest Christian music festival in Florida!

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

i@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL

Website and online
giving
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