The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 8, 2024

———————

Gospel of Mark 7:345

Be opened!

He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
"Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). Mark 7:34



The Divine Service
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 8, 2024
AS WE GATHER

The Readings for today tell us that God will change people’s circumstances. The Old
Testament Reading lists those who are blind, deaf, lame, and mute. Instead of advising
them simply to pray, Isaiah promises that God will take action, like water in the desert.
Among the ways God will help is through His people; according to the advice to James,
we, who have been given the gift of faith, are called to be fair in court, to try to keep the
entire Law of God, and to see that the people around us are clothed and fed. Jesus casts
out demons and heals a deaf man in the Gospel. He is doing no less when we become
His caring instruments. Today we let the Word come into us so that we might be part of
God's healing answer to prayer.

Prelude

Invocation
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



P With Joy, | proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in name of the Father and of

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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C Amen.
Processional Hymn “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”
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Kyrie

A In peace, in peace...
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"Now the Feast"

Hymn of Praise

Refrain

Congregation:
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Verse 1
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Verse 2

Congregation or Congregation 2:
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Grant us strength that comes from vibrant faith, O Lord. By Your power
and guidance, move us to show forth our faith with words and deeds of loving
service; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



The Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a

“Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will
come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”’Then
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;®then shall the
lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;’the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle James 2:1-10, 14-18

"My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory. ?For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and
a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, *and if you pay attention to the one who
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” *have you not then made
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? *Listen, my
beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? ®But you have
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who
drag you into court? "Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by
which you were called? 8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. °But if you show partiality, you
are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. '°For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. . . ."*What good
is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith
save him? "If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, "®and one of
you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that? '"So also faith by itself, if it does not have works,
is dead. "®But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your faith
apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Mark 7:24-37

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

*From there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he
entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. >*But
immediately a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of
him and came and fell down at his feet. °®Now the woman was a Gentile, a
Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.
2’And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children’s
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” *And he said to her, “For this statement you
may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” **And she went home and found
the child lying in bed and the demon gone. *'Then he returned from the region of Tyre
and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. **And they
brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged
him to lay his hand on him. **And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his
fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. **And looking up to heaven,
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” **And his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. **And Jesus charged them to tell
no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. *’And
they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
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Sermon “Look Who's Talking” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.

Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”



Offering

Offertory Prayer

P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen.

A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

The Lord's Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)
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Agnus Dei
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Hymns during Distribution “There Is a Balm in Gilead” LSB 749
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1 Some - times I  feel dis-cour-aged And think my work’s in vain,
2 If you can-not preach like Pe - ter, If you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er feel dis-cour-aged, For Je-sus is your friend;
Refrain

But then the Ho -1ly Spir - it Re - vives my soul a - gain.
Youcan tell the love of Je - sus And say He died for all.
And if you lack for knowl-edge, He’ll ne’er re-fuse to lend.

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
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al - le - lu - ia! Praise with us the God of grace.

Closing of the Table

LSB 793
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Post-Communion Canticle
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Post-Communion Prayer

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn

“Praise the Almighty”
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Dismissal
P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
C Disciples making disciples.
P Goin peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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Mark Your Calendars!

September 10, 2024 Small Groups Leadership Meeting — Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
September 10, 2024 Grief Share Tuesday nights from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

September 11, 2024 Sixth Grade Confirmation Wednesdays nights at 6:30 p.m.

September 11, 2024 High School Spirit Night — Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
September 12, 2024 Choir Rehearsal — Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

September 13, 2024 OWLs- Older Wiser Lutherans. Come and mingle in fellowship
with your community. Friday from 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm. Rooms
201/202. Please contact Dotty Henry for RSVP at 954-326-8828.

September 14, 2024 Discovery Life with God- Join us on journey of faith and
discovery. from 9:00 — 2:00 p.m.

September 14, 2024 Youth Servant Saturday-from 9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. We are
packing college care packages and making cards for Phil's Friends
cancer patients. We welcome non-perishable snacks, little toys,
gadgets, or trinkets for college students, or a financial donation
for postage.

September 15, 2024 Teacher Installation and Bounce House Sunday.

September 15, 2024 Knit and Kneel Ministry will host a Falloween Fair with Award
Winning Designs.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org
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