
Ash Wednesday 
 

Guided to Forgiveness  
 

February 14, 2024  
 
 

 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 1:13-14 
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AS WE GATHER  

 

In this service for Ash Wednesday, we are drawn to Calvary to receive 

forgiveness. In word and song, we contemplate how to live lives of 

forgiving one another as we have been forgiven by Christ through the 

cross. 

 

Opening Hymn                  “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”    LSB 606 Vss 1&3 
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Invocation and Call to Repentance 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P In ancient times, people might display their sorrow over sin by 

scattering dust and ashes on their heads, a reminder that in Eden, 

God decreed death as the penalty for sin: “You are dust, and to dust 

you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Yet God also promised that a Savior 

would come to destroy the power of the tempting serpent who had 

brought sin and death into God’s creation. In his suffering, the 

inspired prophet Job spoke of his trust in the Lord’s promise: “I 

know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the 

earth” (Job 19:25). Confident in his Redeemer’s love, Job confessed 

his sins, “I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 

Remembering that the promised Savior, Jesus our Redeemer, shed 

his blood on the cross for us, we take onto ourselves a mark of 

repentance. You are invited to come forward at the direction of the 

ushers to receive the mark of ashes, a reminder that we, like Job, 

repent in dust and ashes.  

The Imposition of Ashes  

(Participants are invited to come forward at the direction of the ushers to 

receive a mark of ashes.)  
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Hymn                             “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”  LSB 419  
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Confession and Forgiveness (Psalm 51:1-2, 9-10, 12) 

 

P Having received the symbol of repentance, let us confess our sins to 

God our Savior, using the words of the psalmist David. 

C “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 

my sin!…Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 

iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me.” 

P God has had mercy on us, and for the sake of Christ Jesus our 

Redeemer, he has forgiven our sins. I announce to you that your 

sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

C “Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with a 

willing spirit!” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Heavenly Father, although we are all too aware of our sins and 

failures, we repent with humble confidence, knowing that Jesus 

shed his blood on the cross for us. By your grace, your undeserved 

favor for sinners, you have brought us out of the domain of sin and 

transferred us into the kingdom of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in whom we have forgiveness for our sins. Lead us by your Spirit to 

walk in love as Jesus walked, and to bear witness to the fact that our 

Redeemer lives! Hear our prayer, and accept our praise in Jesus’ 

holy name. Amen. 

  



6 
 

Old Testament Reading  Psalm 103:11-14 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 

love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far 

does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion 

to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For 

he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 

 

Epistle Reading  Colossians 1:9-14 

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom 

and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to his 

glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to 

the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 

us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

Gospel Reading  Luke 23:33-34 

 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. And 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And 

they cast lots to divide his garments. 
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Sermon Hymn                   “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”  LSB 610 Vss 1,2,4 

 

 

 

Sermon    “Guided to Forgiveness”  Pastor Scott Henze  

 

Prayers of the Church Each petition ends with the following response: 

 

P Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C Have mercy on us and hear our prayer. 

 

P  Lord and Savior, we begin this season of Lent marked with the 

ashes of repentance. As we remember your suffering and death for 

us, we trust in your steadfast love and look to you for mercy and 

forgiveness. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world, 

C Have mercy on us and hear our prayer. 
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P Lord and Savior, through your death and resurrection, we have 

been delivered from the domain of sin and death. By grace through 

faith in your holy name, we have been brought into your kingdom. 

Our sins are washed away in your blood, and we have forgiveness 

and eternal life. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world, 

C Have mercy on us, and hear our prayer. 

P Lord and Savior, we pray for those who are suffering in ashes of 

grief and loss, of illness and sorrow. Comfort them through the 

promises of your holy Word, and lead us to encourage them in love. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

C Have mercy on us and hear our prayer. 

P Lord and Savior, you prayed for forgiveness for those who nailed 

you to the cross. As you have forgiven us, lead us by your Spirit to 

forgive others as we have been forgiven and to walk in love as you 

did. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C Have mercy on us and hear our prayer. 

P Lord and Savior, through these 40 days, we will remember your 

suffering and death for us. As we praise you for your saving love, 

we look forward with joy to the celebration of your resurrection on 

Easter morning. When you return on the Last Day, we too will be 

raised as you were raised, and we will receive the crown of life. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

C Have mercy on us and hear our prayer.  

P Amen. 
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Offering 

Service of the Sacrament  

Preface  

P  The Lord be with you.                                                                                                        

C  And also with you.   

P  Lift up Your hearts.                                                                                                             

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

Proper Preface 

P It is good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

You thanks and praise through Jesus Christ whom You sent to be 

our Savior and Redeemer. By His death upon the cross He has paid 

the cost of our redemption, and through His wounds we are healed. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and singing: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen.     
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Words of Institution 
 

The Peace of the Lord 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     

C And also with you.   

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 
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Distribution Hymns   “Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”     LSB 421 
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“Not All the Blood of Beasts”  LSB 431 

 

 
 

Closing of the Table 

 

The Blessing    (Colossians 1:12-14; Numbers 6:24-26) 

P We give thanks to God the Father, “who has qualified you to share 

in the inheritance of the saints in light.  

C He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

P The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance 

upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”  LSB 609 sts 1,2,4 
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Midweek Lenten Worship Schedule 

  
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings at 7:30 PM 
  

Midweek Lent 1 February 21 Guided to Hope 

Midweek Lent 2 February 28 Guided to Love 

Midweek Lent 3 March 6 Guided to Peace 

Midweek Lent 4 March 13 Guided to Trust  

Midweek Lent 5 March 20 Guided to Perseverance 
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         

Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online 
giving 


