Immanuel - God With Us

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel” Matthew 1:23

Advent Week 1: Our Potter

“Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People."



December 4, 2024
Advent Mid-Week 1
God With Us

Opening Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341vss 1,2,5
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va - tion He dothbring; There-fore  re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.

Spir - it guide us on Un - til our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.

E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.



Invocation

P

In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

)

We are in the first week of Advent that helps us recall the hope we have in Christ.
In the Covenant, God told Abraham that through him all the nations of the world
would be blessed. Because of that Covenant, Abraham trusted and put his hope
in God. The Old Testament spoke of the coming of the Messiah, the Christ. The
promised Savior would be born a king in the line of King David. He would rule
the world wisely and bless all the nations. We, too, hope in God's promise to send
the Messiah again to this world to establish his kingdom forever.

(An acolyte lights the first blue candle.)

The gift of hope is our light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this
candle we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Paul tells us: “... we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 5:3-5). With Abraham and Sarah and all the ancestors of old, we
call you Father. Your love is revealed to us in the New Covenant, given by Jesus
Christ, Son of God and Son of David. Help us prepare to celebrate his birth, to
make our hearts ready and to place our hope in you. Help us celebrate your
promise of forgiveness and life as we seek your strength to do your will by
sharing your hope with others. We ask it in the name of the true gift of life, the
Child born in Bethlehem. Amen.



Confession and Absolution

C Loving Father, who sent Jesus as Savior of the world, we confess that our
busy doing and decorating have shrouded our Advent and caused us to
close our eyes to the Christ Child. Forgive us for shaping the celebration to
fit our desires. Seize us by your Spirit. Focus our eyes and hearts on the
coming Christ. Inspire us with your gift, so that we shout from the
housetops the Good News that in the coming Savior God is indeed with us.
Make us into your joy-filled messengers, sharing your powerful message of
salvation for all.

P Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in
heaven. Trusting that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the
Gospel, | confidently declare to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are
forgiven and you are privileged to share that same forgiveness with all the others
in your life. We are filled with Jesus’ light of life so that we can shine among the
people of this world like stars in the sky.




Call to Worship

P A voice cries out, “In the wilderness clear a way for the Lord;

C make a way in the desert, a road for our God.

P Every valley must be lifted up, and every mountain and hill leveled.

C The rough places will become a level plain, the rugged land a wide valley.
P The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it at the same time.
C For the Lord has decreed it.”

P “Go up on a high mountain, O herald Zion!

C Shout out loudly, O herald Jerusalem! Shout, don’t be afraid!

P Say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God!"”

C “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.

P And they shall call his name Immanuel (which means God with us).”

C “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Prayer of the Day

P God our Father and Creator, we lie in your hands like unformed clay. We have
nothing in ourselves that can shape our lives and our future. “But we have this
treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and
not to us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). Form us, Lord, into willing clay jars that can carry
the light of God in us. Send us to offer your presence and power to those around
us. In Jesus’ precious name. Amen.



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1-9

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake
at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to
make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your
presence! When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence. From of old no one has heard or perceived by the
ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. You meet
him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold,
you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be
saved? We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like
a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for
you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all
the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity
forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.
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Epistle Reading 2 Timothy 2:20-21

Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and
clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses
himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as
holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.

Gospel Reading John 6:35-40

Jesus said to them, "l am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. But | said to you that you have seen me and
yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to
me | will never cast out. For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but
the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of
my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal
life, and | will raise him up on the last day.”

Sermon Hymn “The Advent of Our King” LSB 331 Vss 1,2,6
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.
With Fa-ther, Spir-it, ev - er one Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.

Sermon “God with Us — Our Potter” Pastor Scott Henze



Prayers
Each petition ends with the following response:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
+
P Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead and Christ will give you light. Let us

pray that the light of Christ will be our continual guide in all our daily actions.
Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P Cast away the works of darkness and fill us with the treasure of your light. Let us
pray that the light of Christ will illuminate our foolish and sinful ways, and give us
true repentance for our sins. Lord, in your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P You created us to be the ones filled with your presence and shaped according to
your will so that we will share the treasure of your indwelling Christ. Lord, in your
mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

P You are the light of the world, and so let your light shine through us to all. Let us

pray that the light of Christ will give us a greater vision and make us communities
of light. Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

P "Because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from
on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death”
(Luke 1:78-79), Let us pray that the light of Christ will shine through us and enter
the hearts of all who live in grief, despair, deprivation and depression. Lord, in
your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.



Light has come into the world, but those who do evil hate the light. Let us pray
that the light of Christ will shine through us and inflame the hearts of all those
who prefer to live in darkness and ignore the truth as revealed in the Babe of
Bethlehem and the Christ at Calvary in his loving and sacrificial death for all. Lord,
in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

The Lord will be in us and be our everlasting light, and our days of mourning shall
be ended. Let us pray that the light of Christ, shining in his resurrection, will
brighten our paths when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death and
in our last moments on earth. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Amen.

Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as itis in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction




Closing Hymn “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB349Vss 1,2, 4
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An offering plate is stationed in the back of the sanctuary.
Your Advent gift may be placed there.
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Evening Advent Worship Services
December 11 - 7:30 p.m.
December 18—6:00 p.m. (Preschool Program)

Quiet Christmas
December 8 — 7:00 p.m.

Kids Choir Christmas Service
December 15
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
December 24 - 5:00 p.m. (Kids service/No communion)
December 24 - 8:00 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. (Traditional Service)

Christmas Day Worship Service
December 25 - 10:00 a.m. (Traditional Service)

. I"‘ k’ J J!f".'\‘&’ ) 'f-‘o\iv P
LR o] Rl R

S~ \\““ ‘/\w:“ X \‘““ ‘[«:‘.‘ 5



Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

i@ St. Paul

Website and online giving LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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