First Sunday after Christmas
December 29, 2024
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“Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People”



The Divine Service
First Sunday after Christmas
December 29, 2024

AS WE GATHER

Did you already forget Christmas? The department stores have begun selling the
leftovers for a discount because “Christmas is over.” For the same reason, formerly
decorated Christmas trees already line the streets as refuse for disposal. Even though
Christmas songs speak joyously of “the twelve days of Christmas,” many, if not most,
people seem to think of them as a countdown rather than an extended celebration.
Remember? Today, December 29, is but the fifth day of the twelve! We are not done yet.
Or did you forget? To “forget” is the opposite of the biblical word we hear today:
“remember.” But in Scripture, to remember means much more than merely recalling a
past event as something that has no real, lasting effect on today; rather, the opposite is
true. For instance, God remembers His promises by acting to fulfill them in each believer.
For us, to remember means to bring a past promise or act to take effect in the present.
Today we hear how the newborn Jesus, as the firstborn of Mary, was presented in the
temple according to God's law, a command to remember the Lord’s deliverance of His
people from slavery in Egypt. Every firstborn was to be a reminder that the Lord still
delivers His people from the slavery of sin and death. So to remember that it is still
Christmas is to believe that the Christ Child who came to free us comes now to each
believer. Remember, that is, believe that Christ was born for you to save you. Rememboer,
that is, believe that the forgiveness He won for us on the cross is actually given to us in
the Sacrament of the Altar when, as He commanded, we do in remembrance of Him.

Prelude
Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.



Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Processional Hymn “Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB 389 sts. 1,4
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Kyrie LSB 168

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
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Hymn of Praise “This Is the Feast”
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Letus pray. O God, You have caused Your name to be remembered in all
generations; therefore, nations will praise You forever and ever. Let Your people not
forget Your works, Your Word, or Your benefits. Bring to mind Your gracious will of
our salvation that we may praise You all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
The Old Testament Reading Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

"The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to
open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” *Then
Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . ..
""When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and
your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens
the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD's. *Every
firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall
break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. ™And when in
time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a
strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. °For when
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore | sacrifice to the
LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons | redeem.”

A  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Epistle Galatians 4:1-7

What | am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave,
although he owns the whole estate. 2The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until
the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under
the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, ® to redeem those under the law, that
we might receive adoption to sonship.  Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a
slave, but God'’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2*(as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord") *and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2°And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. ’And he came in
the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, 2®he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, ®"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;
3%or my eyes have seen your salvation 3'that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, *a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” **And
his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. **And Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising
of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed *(and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” **And there was a
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, *’and then
as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. *®And coming up at that very hour she began to
give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem. *And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

A This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374 sts. 1, 3
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!
Sermon “Who's Your Daddy” Pastor Scott Henze
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer”.

Offering

Offertory Prayer

P Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord's Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,

crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)

Agnus Dei LSB 180
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Distribution Hymns “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
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“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380
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Closing of the Table
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Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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Dismissal

P Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
C Disciples making disciples.

P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God!

LSB 924 sts.
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January 10, 2025 OWLs- Older Wiser Lutherans. Older Wiser Lutherans will
meet at 7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202. Come and mingle in fellowship.

January 11, 2025 Youth Service Saturday- Beach Clean Up
January 12, 2025 Congregational meeting

January 25, 2025 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  Discovering Life with God is an
all-inclusive one-day class that serves as the Lutheran adult confirmation
instruction for some and a spiritual "jump start” for others. All are welcome!

January 25, 2025 Rock the Universe the High School Youth will travel to
Universal Studios for the largest Christian music festival in Florida!

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM

[=] Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM
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