Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 22, 2024

“Sharing the Good News of Christ With All People”



The Divine Service
Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 22, 2024

AS WE GATHER

The Advent season of preparing for the promised Savior to be born as one of us soon
reaches its climax. Though in our homes and lives we may be wondering if we have done
all we have needed to get ready for our own celebrations, we give thanks that at the
center of our coming Christmas observations the Lord has prepared all we need. In this
last Sunday of Advent and in the days ahead of anticipated Christmas joy, may we find
peace in the preparations done freely for us out of grace, mercy, and perfect love
centered on the Savior we soon welcome, who was born for us and all the world.

Prelude
Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Confession and Absolution

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Processional Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Kyrie LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Children’s Message

“The Candle Carol”

Light a candle for the bright Son Chorus:

God sent down from above. Christ is in our family
Advent news with joy we share Alleluia Sing!

In the Spirit we love. Chorus. Aren't you glad

He came to be
Our Brother and our King.




Salutation

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

(P] Let us pray. Into the darkness, You bring light, and into our lives, You make known
Your perfect and everlasting love. Make us ready for the celebration of our Savior's
birth, that we receive Him as He comes to us as a humble infant, bringing to fruition
the new covenant of Your love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of
old, from ancient days. *Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is
in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.
“And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of
the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to
the ends of the earth. °And he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 10:5-10

>When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me; éin burnt offerings and sin offerings you have
taken no pleasure. 'Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come to do your will, O God, as it is
written of me in the scroll of the book.” ®When he said above, “You have neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law), °then he added, “Behold, | have come to do
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. '°’And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-56

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,
“0and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *'/And when Elizabeth
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit, **and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! “*And why is this granted to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? *For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. >And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” “And Mary said, "My
soul magnifies the Lord, “’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, “*for he has looked on
the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; “*for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. *°And
his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. °'He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

>2he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble
estate; **he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away.
>*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, >>as he spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” **And Mary remained with her about
three months and returned to her home.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day “Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368
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Sermon “Mary Did You Know” Pastor Scott Henze
Solo “Mary Did You Know"

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ‘I everlasting.
Amen.



Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer”.

Offering “Goodness of God” Choir, 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Offertory Prayer

(P} Let us pray: Blessed are You, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy communion We are about to receive the Lord'’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the
following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on
the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for
the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing,
crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord's Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

LSB 178

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)



Agnus Dei
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Distribution Hymns “Breath Of Heaven (Mary's Song)

Verse 1

| have traveled many moonless nights
Cold and weary with a Babe inside
And | wonder what I've done

Holy Father You have come

And chosen me now to carry Your Son

Verse 2

| am waiting in a silent prayer

| am frightened by the load | bear
In a world as cold as stone

Must | walk this path alone

Be with me now be with me now

Chorus

Breath of Heaven hold me together
Be forever near me

Breath of Heaven

Breath of Heaven lighten my darkness
Pour over me Your holiness

For You are holy

Breath of Heaven

Verse 3

Do You wonder as You watch my face

If a wiser one should have had my place
But | offer all I am

For the mercy of Your plan

Help me be strong help me be help me

Amy Grant, Chris Eaton CCLI Song #1128784 © 1992 Clouseau Music Ltd; Age To Age Music, Inc,; Riverstone Music, Inc.
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2043076
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“What Child Is This”
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
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Closing of the Table

Post Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Announcements

Benediction

13



Recessional Hymn

“Arise, O Christian People”
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Dismissal
(P} Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.
(P} Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

LSB 354 sts. 1, 4
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December 24 - 8:00 p.m. & 10:30 p.m.

(Candlelight Communion Service)

December 25 - 10:00 a.m.

(Traditional Service)




Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
(954) 384-9096 | office@stpaulweston.org | www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM
Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

Website and online LUTHERAN CHURCH
giving & PRE-SCHOOL
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