The Divine Service
Epiphany
January 7, 2024

AS WE GATHER

The Twelve Days of our Christmas celebration have come to an end. But the miraculous
birth of the Son of God is only the beginning of the story. For though Jesus came as the
fulfillment of all the promises to God's chosen people Israel, the promise to Abraham
was clear that by his seed “all the families of the earth” would be blessed (Genesis 12:3).
This is the mystery Paul speaks of in Ephesians 3, how “the Gentiles are fellow heirs of
the promise in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 3:6). Anything hidden remains a mystery until it is
revealed. No one, Jew or Gentile, can come to faith in Christ without the Gospel being
revealed. Another word for “reveal” is “epiphany.” So today Matthew uses the word
"behold,” showing what may seem a surprise to some. “Behold, wise men from the east”
(Matthew 2:1). “Behold, the star that they had seen” (Matthew 2:9). Today we say, behold,
Christmas is a much bigger thing than many have thought. It encompasses nothing less
than all our Lord'’s earthly ministry culminating in His suffering, death, resurrection, and
ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit. It is nothing less than the gift of salvation
to all who believe. This epiphany has invaded your darkness through the water and the
Word of your Holy Baptism, through the Word of God preached in your hearing, and
through the receiving of our Lord'’s very body and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar to
sustain that gift, that epiphany of faith to the end of days. By faith you have made a very
good beginning.

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
| pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Message

Spoke Folk 2023 — 2024 Winter Tour .

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy... "Congregation responds, "Hear our Prayer".
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A word about Holy Communion

We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you
are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins?
Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and
strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please
come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to
indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface



Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;

Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

The Lord's Prayer
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord

(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord)



Agnus Dei LSB 210
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Hymns during Distribution  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
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2 Come, heav’'n-ly Bride-groom, Light di - vine, = And deep with - in
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls
4

Al - might-y Fa - ther, in Your Son  You loved us when

I
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0] Morn-ing Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s
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own truth and light, A - glow with grace and mer - cy!
our hearts now shine;  There light a flame un - dy - ing!
from God a - bove A ray of pur - est plea - sure.
not yet be - gun Was this old earth’s foun-da - tion!
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Of Ja - cob’s race, King Da-vid’s son, Our Lord and mas -
In Your one bod - y let us be As liv - ing branch -
Your Word and Spir - it, flesh and blood Re - fresh our souls
Your Son has ran-somed us in love To live in Him
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ter, You have won Our hearts to serve You on - ly!
es of a tree, Your life our lives sup-ply - ing.
with heav’n-ly food. You are our dear - est trea - sure!
here and a - bove: This is  Your great sal - va - tion.
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Low - 1lyy, ho - ly! Great and glo-rious, All vic - to -rious,
Now, though dai - 1ly Earth’s deep sad-ness May per - plex us
Let Your mer - cy Warm andcheer us! O  draw near us!
Al - le - lu - ia! Christ the liv-ing, To us giv - ing
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-1ly joy You bless us.
For You teach us God’s own love through You has reached us.
Life for - ev - er, Keeps us Yours and fails us nev - er!

O let the harps break forth in
sound! Our joy be all with music
crowned, Our voices gladly
blending!

For Christ goes with us all the
way—Today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!
His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation!
Exultation!

Tell the story!

Great is He, the King of Glory!

6  What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!

He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!



“Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo - ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
A Refrain .
Ay . —_— — " — —
S5 E— 7 - ™, H 7% %' o }
Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.



Closing of the Table

Post Communion Canticle
(Stand as you are able)

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow,and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A -men.



Post-Communion Prayer

(P} Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction

Recessional Hymn

“As with Gladness Men of Old” LSB 397 sts. 1, 5
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1 As with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be-hold;
5 In the heav’n-ly coun - try bright Need they no cre - at - ed light;
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As  with joy they hailed its light, Lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun which goes not down;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
There for-ev -er may we sing Al - le - Iu - ias to our King.
Dismissal

(P) Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord. %
Thanks be to God! %m %
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Mark your calendars!

January 12, 2024 Middle School Teen Night - Game Night at 7:00 p.m.

January 12, 2024 OWLs- Older Wiser Lutherans. Older Wiser Lutherans will
meet at 7:00 p.m. in rooms 201/202. Come and mingle in fellowship. For more
information contact Kathy Grafer.

January 20, 2024 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  Discovering Life with God is an all
inclusive one-day class that serves as the Lutheran adult confirmation instruction
for some and a spiritual "jump start” for others. All are welcome!

January 27, 2024 Rock the Universe The High School Youth will travel to
Universal Studios for the largest Christian music festival in Florida!

February 11 2024 Blessings of the Animals. An opportunity to gather and honor
our pets that bring joy, companionship into our lives.

DISCOVERING Life with God

January 20th, at 9:00 am
More info call Alison Goodwin at 954-384-9096
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STEPHEN

MINISTRY

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326

Church Office (954) 384-9096 1 office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org
Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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