
     The Divine Service 
  The Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost  

    September 3, 2023   
 

AS WE GATHER                                                                    
“Your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). The 
prophet Jeremiah did not praise God with such words because his life was super 
easy. No, Jeremiah rejoiced in the Lord even as his life had plenty of problems. 
Why such delight in difficulty? Surrounded by evil in this world, like Jeremiah, we 
cling to the God who is good, learning to trust His Word as the means by which we 
receive His deliverance from our enemies of sin and death. The living, active,  
delightful voice of our Savior guarantees His ongoing presence in our life. Because 
of this, we rejoice! As we gather in the presence of Jesus this day, let us echo  
Jeremiah’s anthem of praise: “Your words became to me a joy and the delight of 
my heart!”  
Prelude 

Invocation  

Pastor:   In the name of the Father, and of the (T) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.           
         The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
People:   Amen.      
             
Confession and Absolution                                                                                           

Pastor:   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
  us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who  
  has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all                      
  unrighteousness. 

      Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Pastor:    Most merciful God,  
People:   have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with 
  our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in 
  truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by  
  your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
  through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.      
                                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:    With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,  
  abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness 
  of life in (T) Jesus Christ.   
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 



  
 

 
Processional Hymn  
 
“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”   LSB 531, verses 1 & 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Greeting 
Pastor:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion                           
      of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                          
People:    And also with you. 
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Kyrie    
Cantor: In peace, in peace… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray   
to the … Refrain 
Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your   
Word, let us pray to the … Refrain 
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Hymn of Praise:  “Now the Feast”  
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Salutation 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                                    
People:   And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                        
Pastor:   Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and 
  shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our 
  cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads. Delighting in Your good
  ness to us, we ask for this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
  Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
  and forever.  
People:  Amen.  
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The Old Testament                            Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15O L , you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my  
persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear  
reproach. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O L , God of hosts. 17I did 
not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was 
upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters 
that fail? 19Therefore thus says the L : “If you return, I will restore you, and you shall 
stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as 
my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 20And I will make you 
to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the L .  
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the  
ruthless.”  

 

Reader:  This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Epistle          Romans 12:9-21 
 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as  
it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 



 
Gospel Processional  (Stand as you are able.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 16:21-28 
 
Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the sixteenth chapter.                        
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to 
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person  
according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                           
People:   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day     “Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord”    LSB 771, verses 1 - 4 

 

 

 
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 
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Sermon       “Hero of all Heroes ”            Pastor Scott Henze 
 

Apostles’ Creed        
People:       I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

            earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
            conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
            under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  
            descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
    dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
    God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
    the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
    Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
    sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life    
    T everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer 

Offering    
 

Offertory Prayer  

 
Pastor:    God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
  open your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have 
  first given and fill us with good things at your table, that we might 
  joy fully and generously share all you have given us, through Jesus 
  Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

A word about Holy Communion:   We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come  
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving  
the elements. 
 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface                                       
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.                                                                              
People:  And also with you. 
                                                                                                                                          
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                    
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
                                                                                                                                       
Pastor:             Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        
People:           It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor:   Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to  
  pray:    
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
  kingdom and  the power and the glory forever and ever.   
  Amen.  
 
Words of Institution           

The Peace of the Lord                                                                                       

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                    
People:  And also with you.   

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord). 

Agnus Dei                      (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei) 
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Hymns during Distribution:     

“Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star”                                    LSB 872 
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 “On Eagles’ Wings”                                           LSB 727 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TextÊandÊtune:Ê©ÊOCPÊPublications.ÊUsedÊbyÊpermission:ÊLSBÊHymnÊLicenseÊno.Ê110000828 
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Closing of the Table 

Post-Communion Canticle: 
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Post-Communion Prayer         

Pastor:   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have   
    refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;   
   and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,   
   through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love       
   toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
   Amen.       

Announcements   

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn    “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”   LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal   

Pastor:  Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
People:           Disciples making disciples. 
Pastor:             Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God! 
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Mark your calendars! 
 

Sunday, September 3 -College Care Packages – 9:45 AM in between services. 
Come help pack a box for the college students.  

Sunday, September 10 - Sunday School begins for children and youth at 9:45 
AM in room 201. Lively opening with music and songs and the lesson of the day 
for all students. At 10 AM students break out into classrooms by grade. 

Sunday, September 10 - Preschool Teacher Installation and Bounce House 
Sunday - Come meet the St. Paul teachers and enjoy food, fun and fellowship  
following the late service.  

Saturday, September 16 - Discovering Life With God This one day class is a 
great introduction into what Lutherans believe and teach. It is open to anyone 
wanting to grow in their faith or join the membership here at St. Paul. 

Friday, October 13 - Oktoberfest! All are invited! 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM,              
Oompah Band, Beer and Brats! Come join the fun and invite your friends and 
neighbors.  

Saturday, October 14 - First Communion Training  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM          
All children turning 10 years old this year or in 5th grade are invited to this one 
day training to learn the meaning of Holy Communion. At least one parent will 
need to attend along with the student. Children will make their first communion 
on Sunday, October 15.   

Friday, October 27 - Trunk or Treat  Do you want to participate in our Trunk  or 
Treat?  Decorate your car  and hand out candy ! All families are welcome 
to participate.   

 

 

Go to www.stpaulweston.org for all the latest information. 



 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   

                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096  †  office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              
Sunday School for children and youth : 9:45 AM –resumes Sept. 10                                                   

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         

Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone you 

know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 


