
     The Divine Service 
  The Sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost  

    September 17 2023   
AS WE GATHER                                                                    
God’s creation is filled with amazing creatures, some of which dedicate their lives 
to making peoples’ lives fuller and better. Since 1942, the Guide Dogs for the  
Blind association has graduated more than 16,000 person and dog teams from its 
training programs. The canine guides assist their human teammates each day  
of their lives together. The guidance they give is expert and dependable. Good 
guidance in every stage of life is essential! Throughout Scripture, our Lord  
promises His presence and His divine guidance to sustain and direct His people. 
Paul summed up that blessed relationship very simply: “So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8). Seeking the Lord’s guidance and 
responding to His promptings brings blessing to our lives! 
 
Prelude 
Invocation  

Pastor:   In the name of the Father, and of the (T) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.           
         The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
People:   Amen.      
             
Confession and Absolution                                                                                           

Pastor:   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not  
  in us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and  
  who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all  
  unrighteousness. 
 
      Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Pastor:    Most merciful God,  
People:   have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with 
  our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in 
  truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by  
  your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
  through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.      
                                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:    With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,  
  abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness 
  of life in (T) Jesus Christ.   
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Processional Hymn  “Here I am to Worship” 
    
Verse 1  
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 
Chorus 
Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
Verse 2 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor (Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross (Chorus) 
 
CCLI Song # 3266032 Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2043076 
 

 
Greeting 
 
Pastor:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion                           
      of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                          
People:    And also with you. 
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Kyrie    
Cantor: In peace, in peace… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray   
to the … Refrain 
Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your        
Word, let us pray to the … Refrain 
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Hymn of Praise:  “Now the Feast”  
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Salutation 
 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                                    
People:   And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                        
 
Pastor:   Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the Author of all godliness, 
  hear the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of  
  persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through 
  Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever.  
People:  Amen.  
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The Old Testament                                  Genesis 50:15-21 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that  
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 
evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell 
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as  
they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  

 

Reader:  This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle          Romans 14:1-12 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over  
opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one 
who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are 
you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5One  
person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. 
Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”12So then each of us will give an account of 
himself to God. 
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional  (Stand as you are able.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 18:21-35 
Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the eighteenth chapter.                        
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy times seven.23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be  
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he  
began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees,  
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity 
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when 
that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a  
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly  
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then 
his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your  
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                           
People:   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day      “Reckless Love”  
    
Verse 1  
Before I spoke a word You were singing over me 
You have been so so good to me 
Before I took a breath You breathed Your life in me 
You have been so so kind to me 
 
Chorus 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God yeah 
 
Verse 2 
When I was Your foe still Your love fought for me 
You have been so so good to me 
When I felt no worth You paid it all for me 
You have been so so kind to me (Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me (Chorus) 
 
CCLI Song # 7089641 Caleb Culver | Cory Asbury | Ran Jackson © 2017 Cory Asbury Publishing; Richmond Park Publishing; Watershed 
Worship Publishing; Bethel Music Publishing For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2043076 
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Sermon        “ The Power to Forgive”   Pastor Scott Henze 
 

Apostles’ Creed        
People:       I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

            earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
            conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
            under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  
            descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
    dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
    God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
    the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
    Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
    sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life    
    T everlasting.  Amen.   

 
Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer 

Offering Medley: Sanctuary/We Exalt Thee/I Believe in Jesus  

Offertory Prayer  
 
Pastor:    God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
  open your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have 
  first given and fill us with good things at your table, that we might 
  joyfully and generously share all you have given us, through Jesus 
  Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
A word about Holy Communion:   We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come  
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving  
the elements. 
 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface                                       
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.                                                                              
People:  And also with you. 
                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                    
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
                                                                                                                                       
Pastor:             Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        
People:           It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor:   Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to  
  pray:    
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
  kingdom and  the power and the glory forever and ever.   
  Amen.  
 
Words of Institution           

The Peace of the Lord                                                                                       

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                    
People:  And also with you.   

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord). 

Agnus Dei                      (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei) 
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Hymns during Distribution     You Are My King (Amazing Love) 
 
Verse  
I'm forgiven 
Because You were forsaken 
I'm accepted 
You were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died 
And rose again 
 
Chorus 
Amazing love 
How can it be 
That You my King 
Would die for me 
Amazing love 
I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor You 
In all I do I honor You 
 
Bridge 
You are my King 
You are my King 
Jesus You are my King 
Jesus You are my King 
 
CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy J. Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs For use solely with the SongSelect®  
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2043076 
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“Lord I Need You”                                            

 
Verse 1  
Lord I come I confess 
Bowing here I find my rest 
And without You I fall apart 
You're the one that guides my heart 
 
Chorus 1 
Lord I need You oh I need You 
Ev'ry hour I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 
 
Verse 2 
Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 
Where grace is found is where You are 
And where You are Lord I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me (Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
So teach my song to rise to You 
When temptation comes my way 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay (Chorus) 
 
 
CCLI Song # 5925687 Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Kristian Stanfill | Matt Maher 
© 2011 sixsteps Music; Sweater Weather Music; Thankyou Music; Valley Of Songs Music; worshiptogether.com songs 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2043076 
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Closing of the Table 

Post-Communion Canticle: 
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Post-Communion Prayer         

Pastor:   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have   
    refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;   
   and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,   
   through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love       
   toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
   Amen.       

Announcements   

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn      “Nothing But the Blood” 
 
Verse 1  
What can wash away my sin 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
What can make me whole again 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
 
Chorus 
O precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow 
No other fount I know 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
 
Verse 4 
This is all my hope and peace 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
This is all my righteousness 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
 
CCLI Song # 21332 Robert Lowry Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2043076 
 
Dismissal   

Pastor:  Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
People:           Disciples making disciples. 
Pastor:             Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God! 
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Mark your calendars! 
  

Friday, October 6 - Middle School Teen Night All middle schoolers are invited 
to chill and build fellowship.  Meeting point at St Paul  at 7:45 p.m.  To sign up for 
the event, follow the link under the 'Teen Night' tab in the St. Paul app.   

Friday, October 13 - Oktoberfest! All are invited! 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM,              
Oompah Band, Beer and Brats! Come join the fun and invite your friends and 
neighbors.  

Saturday, October 14 - First Communion Training  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM          
All children turning 10 years old this year or in 5th grade are invited to this one 
day training to learn the meaning of Holy Communion. At least one parent will 
need to attend along with the student. Children will make their first communion 
on Sunday, October 15.   

Friday, October 27 - Trunk or Treat  Do you want to participate in our Trunk   
or Treat?  Decorate your car  and hand out candy ! All families are welcome to 
participate.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.stpaulweston.org for all the latest information. 



 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   

                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 

Church Office (954) 384-9096  †  office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 

Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              
Sunday School for children and youth : 9:45 AM  

Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online giving 

Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         

Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone you 

know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 


