The Divine Service
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 21, 2023

_opfirmation

God'’s blessings to the 2023 Confirmation Class

AS WE GATHER

Did you know your pastor has an office job? Maybe it is not quite the office job you are
thinking of. He works in an office, but he also is a holder of the Office of the Public Ministry.
This Office dates back to the apostles and the Early Church and will continue until Jesus
comes back. While your pastor is in his office space, he works for God and shares God'’s Word
in its truth and purity, forgives sins, and shares God’s gift of salvation in the Sacraments of
Baptism and Communion.

Prelude

Invocation

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (-}<) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism,

People: Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who
has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Most merciful God,

People: have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with
our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in
truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by
your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.

Pastor: With joy, | proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,
abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness

of life in (1+) Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!




Processional Hymn
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”

LSB 493, verses 1 & 4
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Greeting
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.

Kyrie
Cantor: In peace, in peace...

Refrain
Assistant:

Congregation:
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Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us
pray to the ... Refrain

Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
Word, let us pray to the ... Refrain
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Salutation
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor:

Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of Your Church, You suffered on the cross
and defeated death and the devil for us. Make us one as You and the Father
are one. Unite us with You and as Your Body, the Church, in suffering and
celebration, that the world may be drawn to You and the power of the
resurrection; for You are risen and reign eternally with the Father and the
Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.




Today’s Scripture Readings
The First Reading Acts 1:12-26

2Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which

is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. *And when they had entered,
they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the

son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. YAll these
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. *In those days Peter stood up
among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and

said, "™ Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to
those who arrested Jesus. ""For he was numbered among us and was allotted his
share in this ministry.” "*(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels
gushed out. "®And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the
field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) **For it is
written in the Book of Psalms, “’May his camp become desolate, and let there be
no one to dwell in it’; and “Let another take his office.’ >'So one of the men who
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among
us, *beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrec-

tion.” **And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called
Justus, and Matthias. **And they prayed and said, "Yoy, Lord, who know the hearts
of all, show which one of these two you have chosen *to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own

place.”” 2°And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12-19;5:6-11

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar as you
share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. MIf you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you, "*But let none of you suffer as a murderer
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddier. ®Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. VFor it is time for judgment to
begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? "*And"If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” “Therefore let those who suffer
according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. . ..
®Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper
time he may exalt you, "casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for

you. °Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 5




like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. °Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same k:nds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood through-
out the world. *®And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who
has called you to hIS eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen,
and establish you. "'To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse (Stand as you are able.)

!

Congregation:

L [ 7] I [ 7] l _Ik\ By l | ] l I
IL:!'JG Fi - ‘5 i _H ¥ Fi
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-ln - ia.  Lord, to whowm shall we
i .
i — % ! N
'\S‘; 5 - ¢ : =
go? You  have the words of e - ter - nal
Optional Repeat
ﬁ #### — i y I g :i_l
v Py s
S e B Sy !
life. Al-le - In - ia!
Holy Gospel John 17:1-11
Pastor: The Holy Gospel accordmg to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

'"When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, *since you have given
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. *And
this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent, %1 glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to
do. >And now, Father, glorlfy me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you
before the world existed. ®I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave
me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. "Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. ®For |
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have
come to know in truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °|
am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given
me, for they are yours. "°All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in
them. ""And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one.”

Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.




Hymn of the Day “In Christ Alone”

Verse 1

Verse 3
He is my light my strength my song Light of the world by darkness slain
This Cornerstone this solid Ground Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm |y, from the grave He rose again
What heights of love what depths of peace  And as He stands in victory
When fears are stitled when strivings cease  sjn's curse has lost its grip on me

My Comforter my All in All For | am His and He is mine

Here in the love of Christ | stand Bought with the precious blood of Christ
Verse 2 Verse 4

In Christ alone who took on flesh No guilt in life no fear in death
Fullness of God in helpless babe This is the power of Christ in me
This gift of love and righteousness From life's first cry to final breath
Scorned by the ones He came to save Jesus commands my destiny

Till on that cross as Jesus died No power of hell no scheme of man
The wrath of God was satisfied Can ever pluck me from His hand
For every sin on Him was laid Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the death of Christ | live Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

CCL Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use sofely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use, Al rights reserved, www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2043076

Sermon “Jesus Prays for Me” Pastor Scott Henze

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

Offering "Cornerstone” Adult Choir




Offertory Prayer

Pastor:

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given

us and fill us with good things at your table, that we might joyfully
and generously share all you have given us, through Jesus Christ,

our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. From Sundays and Seasons, © 2009 Augsburg Fortress.

A word about Holy Communion: We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you
might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died
for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the
Lord's Supper he gives you his true body an blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your
faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please
come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms
over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

Pastor;
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. @
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor:

People:

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.




Words of Institution
The Peace of the Lord

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

(The congregation and the minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord).

Agnus Dei (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Del)
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Hymns during Distribution:

“One Bread, One Body”

Chorus

One bread, one body

One Lord of all

One cup of blessing which we bless
And we, though many

Throughout the earth

We are one body in this one Lord

Verse 1

Gentile or Jew

Servant or free

Woman or man, ho more (Chorus)

Verse 2

Many the gifts

Many the works

One in the Lord of ail (Chorus)

Verse 3

Grain for the fields

Scattered and grown

Gathered to one, for all (Chorus)




We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” LSB 549
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3 Ye seed of Is-rael's cho-sen race, Ye ran - somed from the fall,
4 Hail Him, ye heirs of Da-vid’s line, Whom Da - vid Lord did call,
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem And crown Him Lord  of all.
Ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod And crown Him Lord of all
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord  of all.
The God in - car-nate, man di - vine, And crown Him Lord of all
5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all. '
6  Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
7  Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
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Closing the Table

Post-Communion Canticle:
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Post-Communion Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 11:00 AM Only

Pastor:

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said: "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to Me, Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | will
be with you always, to the very end of the age.”

You have been baptized and you have been taught the faith according to our
Lord's command. The fuffillment of His command we now celebrate with
thankful hearts, rejoicing to confess the faith into which you were baptized and
which you yourselves will now confess before the Church.,

Jesus said: "Whoever confesses Me before others, | will also confess him before
My Father in heaven. But he that denies Me before others, | will deny him
before My Father in heaven.”

Rejoice in the peace of God and joyfully give answer to what, in the name of the
Lord, as a minister of His Church, | now shall ask you.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge
the gifts which God gave you in your Baptism?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | do.

Pastor: Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty
promises?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | do.

Pastor: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in God, the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?
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Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

Confirmands and Congregation: Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

CONFIRMATION OF INSTRUCTION
THE SOLEMN VOW OF THE PARENT
SOLEMN VOW OF THE CONGREGATION

Pastor:

The promises made by these young people and parents are difficult to fulfill. They
need God's help and our prayers and encouragement. Since the best
encouragement is a good example, let us pray together...

All: Give us strength, O God, to set a good example for these Confirmands
by using God’s Word daily in our homes, worshipping regularly in church,
and receiving Holy Communion frequently. Give us the power to live a more
God-pleasing life, and may we, with these young men and women, grow
more and more as disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PERSONAL COMMITMENT AND BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS
THE PRAYER FOR THE CONFIRMANDS




Announcements
Benediction
Recessional Hymn

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” LSB 477 verses 1 & 3
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Dismissal
Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!




