The Divine Service
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 30, 2023

AS WE GATHER

Today we hear about Jesus as both our Shepherd and the door for us, the sheep.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who leads us to green pastures and still waters. And
Jesus is the door, the gate by which we enter eternal life. As we follow Jesus, we
know that He is always leading us toward righteousness— toward an eternity
dwelling in the house of the Lord.

Prelude

Invocation

Pastor: [n the name of the Father, and of the (-I+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

People: Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who
has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Most merciful God,

People: have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with
our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in
truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by
your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.

Pastor: With joy, | proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,
abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness

of life in (<) Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!



Processional Hymn
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709 verses 1,24
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2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
4 In death’s dark vale I  fear no ill  With Thee, dear
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Greeting

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Kyrie
Cantor: In peace, in peace...
Refrain
Assistant: Congregation:
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Christ, have mer-cy, Lord, have mer - ey

Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us
pray to the ... Refrain

Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
Word, let us pray to the ... Refrain
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Hymn of Praise: “"Now the Feast”
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Salutation

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who has brought
together sheep from every tribe, nation, and language to be one flock ever
following You. Strengthen us to devote ourselves to Your Word and
Sacraments, to prayer and fellowship, for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Rite of Holy Baptism

“This is a Joyous, Happy Day”

This is a joyous, happy day; We celebrate Your gift of life.

Christ is with us, joy surrounds us. Christ takes our sin and sets us free;
He fills our lives with endless life, Christ is with us; Christ unites us.
Praise our Maker, Praise the Spirit, Praise Christ Jesus.




Today's Scripture Readings

The First Reading Acts 2:42-47

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. *And awe came upon every soul and
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles “And all
who believed were together and had all things in common. *And they were
selling their possessmns and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need. *And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread i in thelr homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, “'praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 2:19-25

“This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while
suffering unjustly. *’For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it,
you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. *'For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
might follow in his steps. **He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in
his mouth. ®When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting hlmself to him who
judges justly. *He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we
might dle to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been
healed. *For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Reader; This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Gospel Processional (Stand as you are able.)
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Holy Gospel

John 10:1-70

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.

"Wesus said:] “Truly, truly, 1 say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief
and a robber “But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. *To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. °A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from

*This figure of speech

Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them. ’So Jesus agatn said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the
door of the sheep. ®All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not listen to them. °l am the door. If anyone enters by me,

The thief

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life

Pastor:

People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”
he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.
and have it abundantly.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day “Because He Lives”
Verse 1

| believe in the Son

| believe in the Risen One
| believe | overcome

By the power of His blood

Chorus

Amen amen

I'm alive I'm alive because He lives

Amen amen

Let my song join the one that never ends
(Because He lives)

Verse 2

| was dead in the grave

| was covered in sin and shame
| heard mercy call my name

He rolled the stone away

Bridge

Because He lives | can face tomorrow
Because He lives ev'ry fear is gone

| know He holds my life

My future in His hand

Ending

Because He lives

CCLI Song # 7027887 Chris Tomiin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Gloria Gaither | Jason Ingram | Matt Maher | William J. Gaither ©
2014 Capitol CMG Paragon {Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Rising Springs Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) S. D. G.
Publishing {Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Twelve Lions Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing} Worship Together Music For
use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Uise. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License




Sermon “] Am the Good Shepherd” Pastor Scott Henze

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, "Lord, in your mercy...” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

Offering "On Eagles’ Wings" Adult Choir, 11:00 AM

Offertory Prayer

Pastor: God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given us
and fill us with good things at your table, that we might joyfully and
generously share all you have given us, through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer and Lord. Amen. From Sundays and Seasons, © 2009 Augsburg Fortress.

A word about Holy Communion: We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you
might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for
you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord's
Supper he gives you his true body an blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in
him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come!
Those who have not yet received instruction may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their
chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. @
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.,

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface




The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Peace of the Lord

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
(The congregation and minister may greet each other)

Agnus Dei (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei)
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Hymns during Distribution:

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” LSB 6417
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“\What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

LSB 770
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Post-Communion Canticle:
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Post-Communion Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Announcements
Recognition of High School Seniors
Benediction

Recessional Hymn

“lI Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740 verses 1-3
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Dismissal

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
Disciples making disciples.

Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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