The Divine Service
The Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2023

SUNDAY.

AS WE GATHER IN'LENT

Each Sunday in Lent brings us closer to Holy Week and closer to the foot of the cross.
In a sense, we are annual pilgrims traveling on the way of and to the cross. Each year
is slightly different from the one that has come before on that cross way. According to
the liturgical year in the Church, we are closer today to the death of Christ and His
glorious resurrection than we were a week ago. And, according to our earthly lives, we
are drawing closer to our own individual death and resurrection. Along this way, we
intersect with the cross, which serves as a sign for our lives at all times. May we each
be blessed in our pilgrimage!

Words of Welcome

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (1) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
Confession and Absolution

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
‘His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.



Opening Hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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Salutation and Collect 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

People:

Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new
every Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Old Testament Ezekiel 37:1-14

Reader:

Reader:
People:

'"The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit
of the Lorp and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of
bones. >And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And
he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O
Lord Gop, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones,
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lorp. *Thus says the
Lord Gob to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. ®And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live, and you shall know that | am the Lorp.” ’So | prophesied as |
was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them,
and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. “Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” '°So | prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.''Then he said to me,

-"Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut

off." "*Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: Be
hold, | will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. >And you shall know
that | am the Lorp, when | open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. ¥And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am
the Lorp; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the Lorp.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle
Reader:

Reader:
People:

Romans 8:1-11

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. %For the law of the Spmt of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death. *For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulﬂl]ed in us
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. >For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the thmgs of the Spirit. *To set the mmd on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ‘For the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostlle to God, for it does not submit to God's Iaw indeed, it
cannot. *Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. *You, however
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. "°But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin,
the Spirit is life because of raghteousness 'If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit
who dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Return to God John 6:68

Refrain
Al

e e ee——— P |
——

[ A | | ] 1 1
i )

) (o

0_@3!'-:

T
I

Re-turn to God with all your heart, the source of grace and

=

s

L 1RAR

1
1

K
[AY

?!:

QL

21
&

I S

mer - cy; come seek the ten-der faith-ful-ness of  God.



Holy Gospel

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

John 11:17-27, 34-45

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

"Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. ®Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, ?and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. ®So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. *'Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. ?But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will
give you.” 2Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” *Martha said
to him_,S "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last

day.” 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, *°and everyone who lives
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” *'She said to him,
"Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming
into the world.” **And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They

said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus wept. **So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!" *’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. *°Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for
he has been dead four days.” *Jesus said to her, "Did | not tell you that if
you believed you would see the glory of God?” *'So they took away the
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you
have heard me. *I knew that you always hear me, but | said this on ac
count of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent
me.” When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice,

“| azarus, come out.” **The man who had died came out, his hands and feet
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” *Many of the Jews therefore, who
had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day  “Give Me Jesus”

VERSE 1

In the morning when I rise ~ Oh, when | come to die
In the morning when I rise ~ Oh, when | come to die
In the morning when | rise Oh, when | come to die
Give me Jesus

Sermon

VERSE 4 CHORUS

Give me Jesus

Give me Jesus

You may have all the rest

Give me Jesus Give me Jesus

“It's Not Fair” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed

People:

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

Gathering of Gifts :
"Passacagilia of Praise” Adult Choir, 8:30 AM

Offertory Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day

People:

by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all baptized Christians who believe in
the Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the
forgiveness of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may
crl)me forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the
elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand as you are able.

Preface

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you. | @
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 217:9
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The Words of Our Lord
Proclamation of Christ

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.
Peace of the Lord John 20:19
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.
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Distribution Hymns

“The Wonderful Cross”

VERSE 1

When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

VERSE 2

See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

CHORUS

O the wonderful cross

O the wonderful cross

Bids me come and die and find
That | may truly live

O the wonderful cross

O the wonderful cross

All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless Your name

VERSE 3

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing so divine

Demands my soul my life my all

CCLI Song # 3148435 Chris Tomlin | Isaac Watts | J. D. Walt | Jesse Reeves | Lowell Mason © 2000 Rising Springs Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Vamos Publishing {Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2043076



“Be Still, My Soul” LSB 752
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 1
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Announcements
Benediction

Recessional Hymn

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
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LSB 685, verses 1 & 4
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let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Dismissal

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....

People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God!



