Sounds and Stories of Christinas
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WELCOME
OPENING ANTHEM: Sing Noel Arr., Lloyd Larson
OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, as we wait on this Christmas Eve, prepare the way for our hearts to hear
again the message of the angels; who share the good news which is come to pass, the
Babe lying in a manger.

Help us remember as we read in Your Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes
You set before us from the first days of our disobedience to the saving grace brought to
us by Your son, this Holy Child.

We join together with all the saints, as we begin praising You in the Word made flesh as
we pray the prayer our Savior taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



CONGREGATION SINGS: "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vss 1, 5"

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, Refrain:
And ransom captive Israel, Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
That mourns in lonely exile here Shall come to thee, O Israel.
Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
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Take Comfort- The Lord is coming to deliver all people.
ISATAH 40:1-5

omfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the
Lord's hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”



MESSAGE OF ZECHARIAH

CHOIR ANTHEM: Prepare the Way Arr., Lloyd Larson
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The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. ISAIAH 9:2,6-7

Z he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

God sends the angel Gabriel to announce the promise to Mary
LUKXE 1:26-33

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.”



CONGREGATION SINGS: Hark the Glad Sound

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long!

Let every heart prepare a throne,

And every voice a song.

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,

And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,

And heaven'’s eternal arches ring
With thy beloved name.
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St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. ST LUKXE 2:1-7

J:those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

MESSAGE OF MARY

CHOIR ANTHEM: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming Arr., Jay Rouse
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Shepherds hear the announcement of the Angels. Luke 2:8-20

ﬂ nd in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
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MESSAGE OF THE SHEPHERDS
CONGREGATION SINGS: O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

PEY



CHOIR ANTHEM: Noel Festival Arr., Lloyd Larson

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus. MATTHEW 2:1-11

ow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:

“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that | too may come and
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.



MESSAGE OF THE WISE MEN

CHOIR ANTHEM: What Child Is This? Arr. Jary Rouse
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St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
ST JOHN 1:1-14

J:the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.He came
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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MESSAGE TO ALL PEOPLE

CHOIR ANTHEM: A Noel Celebration Arr. Lloyd Larson & Marty Parks
(Congregation - Please sing when directed)

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;

With th" angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

COMMUNION

SOLO: Breath of heaven (Mary's song)
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It Came upon the Midnight Clear

ANV

1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er oer its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.
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From Heaven Above to Earth | Come LSB 358 vss 1-8
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good
2 “To you this night is born a child Of Mar - vy,
3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your
4 “He will on you the gifts be - stow Pre - pared by
o] . .
e e
Q) & =l =|l 1 el I 1
news  to ev - ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
cho - sen vir - gin mild; This lit - tle child of
sad and bit - ter cry; He will Him - self  your

God for all be - low, That in His king - dom,
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
low - ly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth.
Sav - jor be From all your sins to set you free.
bright and fair, You may with wus His glo - ry share.

5 "These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav'ns and earth were made.”

6 How glad we'll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

7  Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.
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COLLECT

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

All:

Luke 11:33

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
Your only Son, Jesus Christ, grant that we joyfully receive Him as
Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold Him, when He comes
to be our judge; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that
those who enter may see the light.

BLESSING

Pastor:

All:

May Christ, who by His incarnation came humbly into this world, grant
you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill!

May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might,
for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who
has called you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:11-14)

May the light of God the Father, God the celebrated newborn Son, and
God the Holy Spirit, fall fresh upon you and remain with you today and

always.

Amen.
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CLOSING ANTHEM: Silent Night
Soloists: Spanish; 1 verse...
John 8:12

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

CONGREGATION SINGS: Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth

An offering plate is placed by the back entrance for your tithes and offerings.
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and
the community experiencing life difficulties.

Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone
you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326

Church Office (954) 384-9096 t office@stpaulweston.org

www.stpaulweston.org
Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study: 10:00 AM

1@ St. Paul

LUTHERAN CHURCH
& PRE-SCHOOL
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