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The Divine Service 
Las Sunday of the Church Year 

November 26, 2023 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
Too often we think about God’s being up in His heaven, looking down on us. Today’s 
Readings give us the correct perspective. Through Ezekiel, God announces that He is 
the One who will provide pasture for His people and that He will send them David to be 
their king. In the Psalm, we reflect that God is our maker. Christ is not only the first to 
rise from death, Paul explains in the Epistle; He is also the foremost, the One to subject 
all things under Him. And so His decisions when judging on the Last Day cannot be 
questioned. First and foremost, then, today is a day to let God’s Word give us a correct 
perspective. This last Sunday of the Church Year is an opportunity to “make a joyful 
noise to Him with songs of praise” (Psalm 95:2). 

 
Prelude 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
C Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just who has promised to forgive our sin 
and cleanse from all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection and self examination 

  
P Most merciful God,  
C have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one 
another in deed and in  truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so 
uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.      
  

P With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in (T) Jesus Christ.  

C Thanks be to God! 
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Processional Hymn 
 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 709 sts. 1, 3,4 
 

 

 

 
 

Greeting 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.                                                                    
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
A In peace, in peace... 
  

  
 
A  For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the... Refrain 
  
A For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to 

live your Word, let us pray to the... Refrain  
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Hymn of Praise: "Now the Feast" 
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Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of 

the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes 
fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Old Testament                                                                                          Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
  
11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have 
been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 
own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the 
Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 
them in justice. . . .20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and 
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 
22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep 
and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 
 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then 
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all things 
in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain 
that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are 
subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel 
 Matthew 25:31–46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you 
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick 
or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’41“Then he will say to 
those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day        “How Deep The Father's Love For Us” 
 
Verse 1 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 

Verse 2 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
 

Verse 3 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 

 

Stuart TownendCCLI Song #155811© 1995 Thankyou Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.comCCLI License #2043076 

 
Sermon                   “I am so Confused”                               Pastor Scott Henze  

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” 

 
Offering 

 
Offertory Prayer  
 
P God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Receive now these gifts you have first given and fill us with good things at 
your table, that we might joyfully and generously share all you have given us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
 A word about Holy Communion We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, you might consider 
the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus Christ died for you and shed his blood 
for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true 
body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you 
are a baptized Christian and share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction 
may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving the elements. 

 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface 
                                     
P The Lord be with you.                                                                               
C And also with you. 

  
P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                               
C We lift them to the Lord. 

  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  
Proper Preface 

 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:             
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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Words of Institution 
 

The Peace of the Lord 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                     
C And also with you.   

  
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord) 

 
Agnus Dei  
 
(Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei) 
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Hymns during Distribution 
 

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want LSB 710 
 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 Text and tune: Public domain 
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You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  LSB 641 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97 
Tune: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922–96 
Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 
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Closing of the Table 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      

 
Announcements 

 
Benediction 

 
Recessional Hymn                         Lift High the Cross 837 sts. 1, 4 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 

 
Dismissal 
 
P Lord Jesus, you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
C Disciples making disciples. 
  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Stephen Ministers provide high-quality, one-to-one,         
Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and                       

the community experiencing life difficulties. 
Call the church office at 954-384-9096 if you or someone 

you know would like to speak with a Stephen Minister. 

  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL   
                    Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor 

Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director 

580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326 
Church Office (954) 384-9096 † office@stpaulweston.org 

www.stpaulweston.org 
Sunday Worship Services:  8:30 AM and 11:00 AM                                              

Sunday School for children and youth: 9:45 AM  
Adult Bible Study:  10:00 AM  

Website and online 
 


