
     The Divine Service 
  The Twentieth Sunday of Pentecost  

    October 15 2023   
AS WE GATHER                                                                    
 
Living in the ups and downs of this mortal life, in a world opposed to Christ and  
His purposes, it may seem like peace is a secret that must be found to be  
enjoyed. There is no secret, as it were, but the peace that passes understanding is  
hidden—hidden in Christ. This peace is not some relative calm against the upset of 
the world but knowing Christ and living in His strength, comfort, forgiveness,  
joy, and peace amid every circumstance of life. This is not to be confused with  
happiness, which is hard to find and ever harder to define. No, this gift of peace 
means knowing with contentment the steadfast love and mercy of God given to us 
in Christ Jesus, His Son. 
 
Prelude 
 
Invocation  
 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father, and of the (T) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.           
         The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
People:   Amen.      
             
Confession and Absolution 
 
Pastor:   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not  
  in us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and  
  who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all  
  unrighteousness. 
  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Pastor:    Most merciful God,  
People:   have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with 
  our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in 
  truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by  
  your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
  through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.      
                                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:    With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,  
  abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness 
  of life in (T) Jesus Christ.   
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Processional Hymn   
 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”     LSB 803, verses 1,2&3 

 

 

 

 
 
Greeting 
 
Pastor:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion                           
      of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                          
People:    And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
 
Cantor: In peace, in peace… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray   
to the … Refrain 
Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your        
Word, let us pray to the … Refrain 
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Hymn of Praise:  “Now the Feast”  
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Salutation 
 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                                    
People:   And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                        
 
Pastor:   Let us pray. Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation.   
  Deal with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of 
  Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
  reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen.  
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The Old Testament                              Isaiah 25:6–9 
 
6On this mountain the L೹೼೮ of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7And he will 
swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord G೹೮ will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the L೹೼೮ has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the L೹೼೮; we have waited for him; let 
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”  

 

Reader:  This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle         Philippians 4:4–13 
 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your  
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever  
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is  
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and seen in  
me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10I rejoiced in the 
Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be 
brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned 
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Processional  (Stand as you are able.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel                            Matthew 22:1–14 
 
Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-second chapter.                        
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be  
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4Again he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to 
his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed 
them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding 
feast as many as you find.’ 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered 
all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. 12And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                           
People:   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day     Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
 
Verse 1 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 
Chorus 
My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 
Verse 4 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
 
Sermon        “You are invited”   Pastor Scott Henze 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
        
People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and            

  earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was            
  conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  
  buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again  
  from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right  
  hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come  
  to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
  holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  

    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
  T everlasting. Amen.   

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer 
 
Offering Give Me Jesus      Choir, 8:30 am. 
 
Offertory Prayer  
 
Pastor:    God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you  
  open your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have  
  first given and fill us with good things at your table, that we might  
  joyfully and generously share all you have given us, through Jesus  
  Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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Verse 2 
'Twas grace that taught my 
heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 

Verse 3 
The Lord has promised good 
to me 
His word my hope secures 



 
A word about Holy Communion:   We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come  
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving  
the elements. 
 

 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface 
                                       
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.                                                                              
People:  And also with you. 
                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                    
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
                                                                                                                                       
Pastor:             Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        
People:           It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Pastor:   Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 
  pray:    
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
  kingdom and  the power and the glory forever and ever.  
  Amen.  
 
Words of Institution  
 
The Peace of the Lord 
                                                                                       
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                    
People:  And also with you.   
 
(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord). 
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Agnus Dei                      (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns during Distribution       
 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”      LSB 710 
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“The Church’s One Foundation”      LSB 644 
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Closing of the Table 

Post-Communion Canticle: 
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Post-Communion Prayer         
Pastor:   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have   
   refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;   
  and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,   
  through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love       
  toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
  Amen.       
 
Announcements   
 
Benediction 
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Recessional Hymn       
 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”       LSB 643, verses 1,&2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 
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Dismissal   

Pastor:  Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
People:           Disciples making disciples. 
Pastor:             Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God! 

 

Mark your calendars! 
Friday, October 27 Trunk or Treat  Do you want to participate in our Trunk   
or Treat?  Decorate your car  and hand out candy ! All families are welcome to 
participate.   
Sunday, October 29 Reformation Sunday Wear your RED. 
 
November  3-5th Middle School Youth Gathering For more information con-
tact Jeremy Becker.  
 
November 9th Senior Youth Lock out An all-nighter out on the town. And back 
at church for a night full of fun till breakfast. 
 
November 18th, Trivia Night Join and support the Senior Youth as they raise 
money to serve others.  

 

Go to www.stpaulweston.org for all the latest information. 
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