
     The Divine Service 
  The Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost  

    October 1 2023   
AS WE GATHER 
                                                                    
The number of languages being spoken on our planet today is amazing. There  
are currently more than 6500 individual languages in use. The smallest group  
that speaks in a singular language is a tribe of indigenous people in Canada,  
about 50 in number, who speak a distinct dialect of the Tsuu T’ina tongue. The 
most widely spoken language on earth is English, with some 1.4 billion users,  
including a large group for whom English is not their native language. We are 
blessed by God to hear His Word in our own language. Through Moses, God said 
to His chosen people: “Lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul,   
as long as the heavens are above the earth” (Deuteronomy 11:18, 21). We continue 
to respond to that directive in our generation by holding fast the Word of  
life—and by sharing it as well! 
 
Prelude 
 
Invocation  
 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father, and of the (T) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.           
         The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
People:   Amen.      
             
Confession and Absolution  
                                                                                          
Pastor:   If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not  
  in us. Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and  
  who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all  
  unrighteousness. 
      Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Pastor:    Most merciful God,  
People:   have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned  
  against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
  and by what we have left undone. We have not trusted you with 
  our whole heart; we have not loved one another in deed and in 
  truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by  
  your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
  through Jesus Christ our light and our truth. Amen.      
                                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:    With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy,  
  abundant in love, forgives you all your sin and grants you newness 
  of life in (T) Jesus Christ.   
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Processional Hymn  “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”  LSB 913, verses 1&3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 

 
Greeting 
 
Pastor:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion                           
      of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                          
People:    And also with you. 
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Kyrie   
  
Cantor: In peace, in peace… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantor: For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray   
to the … Refrain 
Cantor: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your        
Word, let us pray to the … Refrain 
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Hymn of Praise:  “Now the Feast”  
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Salutation 
 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                                    
People:   And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Pastor:   Let us pray. God of love, by Your grace we have come to hear Your 
  Word. Grant that we may ever find in it our greatest treasure and hold 
  fast to it as a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, through Jesus 
  Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen.  
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The Old Testament                            Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 
1The word of the L  came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb  
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord G , this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 
injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when 
a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
every one according to his ways, declares the Lord G . Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Lord G ; so turn, and live.” 
 
 

 

Reader:  This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle        Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
 
1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . .14Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ 
I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out 
as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional  (Stand as you are able.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 21:23–27  
 
Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-first chapter.                        
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven  
or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From  
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From 
man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                           
People:   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day      “This Is Amazing Grace”  
 
Verse 1 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 
Verse 2 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 
Chorus 
(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love 
That You would take my place 
That You would bear my cross 
You laid down Your life 
That I would be set free 
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 
 
Verse 3 
Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of Glory the King of Glory 
 
Verse 4 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 
Bridge 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy worthy worthy 
 
Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro, Phil Wickham CCLI Song #6333821 © 2012 Phil Wickham Music; Seems Like Music; Sing My Songs; Bethel Music Publishing; WC 
Music Corp. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2043076 
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Sermon        “Humility in Christ”   Pastor Scott Henze 
 

Apostles’ Creed        
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
            earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
            conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
  buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
  from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
  hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
  to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
  T everlasting. Amen.   
 
Prayer of the Church 
Petitions end, “Lord, in your mercy…” Congregation responds, “Hear our prayer 

Offering Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me    Choir, 8:30 a.m.  
  

Offertory Prayer  
 
Pastor:    God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
  open your hand in blessing. Receive now these gifts you have 
  first given and fill us with good things at your table, that we might 
  joyfully and generously share all you have given us, through Jesus 
  Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
A word about Holy Communion:   We are about to receive the Lord’s Supper. Before you receive, 
you might consider the following questions: Do you believe you are a sinner? Do you believe Jesus 
Christ died for you and shed his blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you 
believe that in the Lord’s Supper he gives you his true body and blood for the forgiveness of all your 
sins and strengthens your faith in him and your love for others? If you are a baptized Christian and 
share these Biblical truths, please come! Those who have not yet received instruction may come  
forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over their chest to indicate they are not receiving  
the elements. 
 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 
Preface                                        
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.                                                                              
People:  And also with you. 
                                                                                                                                         
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                    
People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
                                                                                                                                       
Pastor:             Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        
People:           It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

9 



Proper Preface 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor:   Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to  
  pray:    
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
  kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
  into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
  kingdom and  the power and the glory forever and ever.   
  Amen.  
 
Words of Institution           

The Peace of the Lord                                                                                       

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                    
People:  And also with you.   

(The congregation and minister may greet each other with the peace of the Lord). 

Agnus Dei                      (Congregation may be seated following the Agnus Dei) 
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Hymns during Distribution       
 
“What Wondrous Love Is This”       LSB 543 
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“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”        LSB 673 

 

 

 
 
5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

Around my Savior stand; 
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Will join the glorious band. 

 
6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

For that bright home of love 
That I may see Thee and adore 
With all Thy saints above. 
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Closing of the Table 

Post-Communion Canticle: 
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Post-Communion Prayer         

Pastor:   Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have   
    refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;   
   and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,   
   through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love       
   toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
   Amen.       

Announcements   

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655, verses 1,2,3 

 

 

 
 
Dismissal   
 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus you lead us!  Now we go as…. 
People:          Disciples making disciples. 
 
Pastor:            Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People:          Thanks be to God! 
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Mark your calendars! 

Friday, October 6 - Middle School Teen Night All middle schoolers are invited 
to chill and build fellowship.  Meeting point at St Paul  at 7:45 p.m.  To sign up for 
the event, follow the link under the 'Youth Ministry' tab in the St. Paul app.   

Friday, October 13 - Oktoberfest! All are invited! 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM,              
Oompah Band, Beer and Brats! Come join the fun and invite your friends and 
neighbors.  

Saturday, October 14 - First Communion Training 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM          
All children turning 10 years old this year or in 5th grade are invited to this one 
day training to learn the meaning of Holy Communion. At least one parent will 
need to attend along with the student. Children will make their first communion 
on Sunday, October 15.   

Friday, October 27 - Trunk or Treat Do you want to participate in our Trunk   
or Treat?  Decorate your car  and hand out candy ! All families are welcome to 
participate.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to www.stpaulweston.org for all the latest information. 
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