The Divine Service
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 29, 2023

AS WE GATHER

Why do the Beatitudes resonate with us? Yes, we who follow Christ are poor in spirit,
we hunger for righteousness, and we know some persecution; but so do others, those
who follow other gods. The difference is that, at the deepest level, God has promised
blessings while we experience all those human emotions and take what action we think
best. Those blessings come to us by grace, simply because God has chosen us, without
any merit or worthiness in us. We are not worthy, just as God's Old Testament people
did not merit His attention, but we and they received it nonetheless. God has chosen to
make us worthy by sending His Son in our place. In today’s Readings, He explains what
pleases Him. Only Christ lived the perfect life, but the Gospel certainly moves us to
respond to God's choosing us, as best we can, in love and service.

Call to Worship / Check In

Words of Welcome / Theme of the Day

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (19 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned
against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge
to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Silence for reflection.

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to
die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us
remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall
be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

People: Amen.

Processional Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842, verses 1 &4
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Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.




Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many

dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and

protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all

temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

Rite of Holy Baptism 17.00 AM Only

“This is a Joyous Happy Day”
This is a joyous, happy day;

We celebrate Your gift of life.

Christ is with us, joy surrounds us.
Christ takes our sin and sets us free;
He fills our lives with endless life.
Praise our Maker, praise the Spirit,
Praise Christ Jesus.

The Old Testament Micah 6:7-8

Reader: "Hear what the LORD says: Arise, E)Iead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice. “Hear, you mountains, the indictment of
the LorD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LorD has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. O my
people, what have | done to you? How have | wearied you? Answer me!
*For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from
the house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

"0 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what
Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim
to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lorp.”®"With what
shall | come before the Lorp, and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

"Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of o0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?” ®He has told you, O man, what is good;

and what does the Lorb require of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Epistle
Reader:

Reader:
People:

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

"®The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. *For it is written, “I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning 1 will
thwart.” “®Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? ?'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to
save those who believe. **For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, ®but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
folly to Gentiles, **but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “For the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
%For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were
of noble birth. ’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise: God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; **God
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, ’so that no human being might boast
in the presence of God. **He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification
and redemption. 3'Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel

Pastor;

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Matthew 5:7-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him. *And he opened his mouth and taught

them, sazying: I"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. *"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5Blassed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. *Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. *Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God. *Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called sons of God. '*Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. **Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who

were before you.”
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day
VERSE 1

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory the King above all kings

VERSE 2

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory the King above all kings

CHORUS

{Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace

This is unfailing love

That You would take my place

That You would bear my cross

You laid down Your life

That | would be set free

Oh Jesus | sing for all that You've done for me

“This is Amazing Grace”

VERSE 3

Who brings our chaos back into order

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory the King of Glory

VVERSE 4

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance

The King of Glory the King above all kings

BRIDGE

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conguered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy worthy worthy 5



Sermon “You Are Blessed” Pastor Scott Henze

Apostles’ Creed 8:30 Only

People: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and

the life -1 everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, "Hear OQur Prayer”

Gathering of Gifts

Offertory Prayer

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all baptized Christians who believe in the Real
Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness of sins
and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward for a
blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand as you are able. -

Preface —
Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

6 People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.




Proper Preface
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The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Peace of the Lord

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.



Agnus Dei
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Distribution Hymns
“Lift High the Cross” LSB 837
Refrain
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Closing the Table

Post Communion Canticle
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

St. Paul Lutheran High School
Announcements

Benediction




Recessional Hymn

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”

LSB 848, verses 1T & 4
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Dismissal

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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