The Divine Service
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 22, 2023

AS WE GATHER

When Jesus appeared on the scene of human history, His coming was like the light of a
new day. Isaiah had prophesied a day would come filled with joy as at the harvest or
when victors divide spoils. But daylight also reveals problems covered by darkness, like
the divisions at the Church in Corinth, as Paul writes. Jesus’ light not only reveals, but it
also forgives, heals, and enlivens. People brought the sick and demon-possessed to our
Lord, and the first four disciples jumped at the opportunity to follow Him. What ills
shall we bring to worship today for resolution? Sins requiring forgiveness, gloom need-
ing joy, divisions seeking reconciliation? Jesus came into human history to die and rise
for us; today He comes through Word and Sacrament in grace and mercy to meet our
deepest needs. Let us rejoice in the light of God's forgiveness, mercy, and love.

Call to Worship / Check In

Words of Welcome / Theme of the Day

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Confession and Absolution :

Pastor: Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto
You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned
against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge
to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Silence for reflection.

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to
die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us
remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Pastor:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God

and

saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all,

People: Amen.

Processional Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail”

has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be

LSB 845, verses 1, 2, 4
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Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, who came from heaven to earth, heal us in
body, soul, and spirit that we may serve You in joy, now and always; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.




The Old Testament Genesis 45:7-15

Reader:

Reader:
People:

Epistle
Reader:

Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by
him. He cried, “"Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept
aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh
heard it. And Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! s my father still
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at
his presence. So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.”
And they came near. And he said, "l am your brother, Joseph, whom you
sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet
five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to
him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt.
Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There | will
provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that
you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.”
And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it
is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor
in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down
here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept
upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

19 appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that

all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be united in the same mind and the same judgment. ' For it has been
reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you,
my brothers. "What | mean is that each one of you says, "l foliow Paul,”
or "I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” “ls Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul? "l thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius, '%so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. '(
did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know



whether | baptized anyone else,) V'For Christ did not send me to baptize
but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. '°For the word of the cross is
folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 4:12-25

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

2When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into
Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and ljived in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 30 that what was spoken
by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: Y The land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles— "°the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light,

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a
light has dawned.” ""From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” "*While walking by the
Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were

fishermen, "And he said to them, “Follow me, and 1 will make you fishers
of men.” ®lmmediately they left their nets and followed him. ?'And
going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets, and he called them. “Immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him. And he went throughout all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom
and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. *So his
fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick,
those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those op?ressed by
demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. °And great
crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem
and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ.




Hymn of the Day

“Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord”

LSB 771, verses 1 & 4
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Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
People:

“The Posture of Repentance”

Pastor Russell Hildebrandt

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and

the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Petitions end, "Lord in your mercy" Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

Gathering of Gifts

Offertory Prayer
Pastor:

Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by

day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to

offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.



A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord's Table all baptized Christians who believe in the Real
Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness of sins
and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward for a bless-
ing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand as you are able.

Preface

Pastor: The Lord be with you. —
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
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The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Peace of the Lord

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.

Agnus Dei
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Distribution Hymns

“l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 4117
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“Q Christ, Our True and Only Light”

LSB 839
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Post Communion Canticle
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction




Recessional Hymn

“The Church’s One Foundation”
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LSB 644, verses 1 & 4
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And the great Church vic - to - rious Shallbe the Church at rest.

Dismissal

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....

People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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