The Divine Service

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2022 -

AS WE GATHER

For many Christian people, reading the Word of our Lord from a “red letter” edition of the
Bible is a special blessing. Seeing the words of Christ highlighted in a special color may make
them more immediate and noticeable. The last sentence with red words in those Bible editions
is Revelation 22:20, in which the Lord promises: “Surely | am coming soon.” John, the writer of
Revelation, follows with these inspired words: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” Those words became
part of the worship life for many in the Early Church as they expectantly awaited the return of
the Lord to the earth and the completion of His promised eternal kingdom. In the season of
Advent we echo that ancient yearning cry: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”

WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY

REMEBRANCE OF BAPTISM

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the ¥« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

~ Pastor: Most merciful God,

People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart: we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.




Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your

_ sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341, versesT & 4
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
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GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:  And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us to bring the joy of
Your salvation. Bid all shadows and darkness in our lives be gone that we may
walk in the light of the Lord. Keep us faithful to the work that You have given us
while it is day as we share the hope and the joy that we have within us as

~ people of Your kingdom. This we ask in the name of Jesus, our bright and

Morning Star.
People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Children’'s Message

“The Candle Carol” Chorus:

_ . Christ is in our family
Light a candle for the bright Son Alleluia Sing!
God sent down from above. Aren't you glad
Advent news with joy we share He came to be

In the Spirit we love. Chorus. Our Brother and our King.




THE OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1-10

Reader:

Reader:
People:

"There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him,

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might,

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorp. 3And his delight shall be in the
fear of the Lorp. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by
what his ears hear, *but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
*Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his
loins. ®The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;

and a little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. *The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the adder’s den. *They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lorp as the waters
cover the sea. "%In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be
glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Romans 15:4-13

Reader:;

Reader:
People:

‘Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might
have hope. *May the God of endurance and encouragementb_qrant you to live in
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, "that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ. "Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God. ®For [ tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to
show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.

As it is written, “Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your
name.""°And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” "'And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him." "?And again
Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.” *May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. ‘




ALLELUIA AND VERSE

#

HOLY GOSPEL

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Matthew 3:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the third chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of

Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” *Now John
wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. *Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
about the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. ‘But when he saw many of the Pharisees

and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. °And do not presume to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as
our father,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire,

1] haptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. "*His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344 verses T & 5
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SERMON “Love! Hope Sent” Pastor Scott Henze

APOSTLES’ CREED

People: 1believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life (I
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

OFFERING "Emmanuel God With Us” Adult Choir, 11:00 AM




OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray: Merciful God,
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

A word about Holy Communion:
We welcome to the Lord’s Table all
baptized Christians who believe in the
Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament
and believe that in this eating and
drinking, we receive the forgiveness of
sins and the power to amend our sinful
lives. Children who have not yet been
instructed may come forward for a
blessing, crossing their arms over the
chest thus indicating they will not
receive the elements. For those who
prefer a non-alcoholic option please
know that the center of the communion
tray is white grape juice. A gluten free
wafer is available upon request.

People:  And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
\WSANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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THE LORD’'S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

John 20:19

The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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grant us Your peace.

Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts, Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828
Tune: © 2001 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828




DISTRIBUTION

HYMNS

“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”
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“People Look East”

VERSE 1

People look east the time is near

Of the crowning of the year

Make your house fair as you are able
Trim the hearth and set the table
People look east and sing today
Love the guest is on the way

VERSE 2

Furrows be glad though earth is bare
One more seed is planted there

Give up your strength the seed to nourish
In course the flower may flourish

People look east and sing today

Love the rose is on the way

VERSE 3

Angels announce with shouts of mirth
Him who brings new life to earth

Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
With the word the lord is coming
People look east and sing today

Love the lord is on the way

CCL Song # 3011380 Eleanor Farjecn | John Ferguson © 1999 Neil A. Kjos Music Company
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL HYMN

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” LSB 348, verses 1 & 3
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

If you have a prayer request we invite you to come up to the altar following

the worship service to pray with a member of our prayer team.




