The Divine Service
The First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

FIRST SUNDAY

_ OF

AS WE GATHER CZ,/OW

Today you are in a most important waiting room—every church sanctuary or other holy space
in which God's people gather is, in its way, a waiting room. Together we are waiting for the
greatest of all events— the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the mountain of the house
of the Lord, where two or three are gathered in His name. Here God dwells and is enthroned
and reveals Himself to His people. Here we keep alert, joyfully anticipating the advent of our
King.

WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY

REMEBRANCE OF BAPTISM

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People:  Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Most merciful God,

People:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

- have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.



GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us to bring the joy of
Your salvation. Bid all shadows and darkness in our lives be gone that we may
walk in the light of the Lord. Keep us faithful to the work that You have given us
while it is day as we share the hope and the joy that we have within us as
people of Your kingdom. This we ask in the name of Jesus, our bright and
Morning Star.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
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/" LELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty —fourth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. *’As were the days of Noah,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. **For as'in those days before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
when Noah entered the ark, *and they were unaware until the flood came and
swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. **Then two men
will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. *'Two women will be grinding
at the mill; one will be taken and one left, **Therefore, stay awake, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. **But know this, that if the master of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was comingﬂhe would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. “*Therefore you
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



APOSTLES' CREED

People: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life (1)
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

OFFERING
COMMITMENT CARDS

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray: Merciful God,

People:  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT A word about Holy Communion:

Stand as you are able. We welcome to the Lord’s Table all
baptized Christians who believe in the

Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament

PREFACE and believe that in this eating and

. drinking, we receive the forgiveness of
Pastor: The Lord be with you. _ sins and the power to amend our sinful
People:  And also with you. lives. Children who have not yet been

instructed may come forward for a
blessing, crossing their arms over the

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. chest thus indicating they will not

People:  We lift them to the Lord. receive the elements. For those who
prefer a non-alcoholic option please
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. know that the center of the communion

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. | tray is white grape juice. A gluten free
wafer is available upon request.

PROPER PREFACE



AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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And grant us peace, (0] Lord, = we pray.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“All Earth is Hopeful”

SPANISH
Verse 1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 1 Toda la tierra espera al Salvador
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: y el surco abierto, |a obra del Sefior;
this, the labor of people who struggle to see es el mundo que lucha por la libertad,
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. reclama justicia y busca la verdad.

Verse 2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell:
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”;

she conceived him, "God with us,”

our brother, whose birth

restores hope and courage to children of this earth.

Verse 3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared;
new highways opened, new protocols declared.
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and gracel!

All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 9
Verse 4 We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. Alerto Taule, 1932. Madeleine Forell

3 ; Marshall Augsburg Fortress, Used by
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live permission, CCLI

in our world; he his present, in neighbors we see
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL HYMN

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”

LSB 348, verses 1 & 2
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But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

If you have a prayer request we invite you to come up to the altar following

the worship service to pray with a member of our prayer team.
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Investing for Time and Eternity

“...lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:20-21).

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze, Pastor
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director
580 Indian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326

Church Office (954) 384-9096 T office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and Youth at 9:45 AM
Adult Bible Study at 10:00 AM
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CLOSING OF THE TABLE
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SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

The minister and congregation may greet one another with the peace of the Lord.



HYMN OF THE DAY
“In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All

Here in the love of Christ | stand

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ | live

There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For | am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand

'til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

SERMON “Wake Up”

Pastor Scott Henze



Lighting of the Advent Wreath & Children’s Message

“The Candle Carol”

Chqru_s:‘ _
Light a candle for the bright Son Christ is in our family
God sent down from above. Alleluia Sing!
Advent news with joy we share Aren‘t you glad
In the Spirit we love. Chorus. He came to be

Our Brother and our King.

THE OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 2:1-5

Reader:

Reader:
People:

“The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
°It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of

the Lorp shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, Jand many peoples
shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LoRD, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths,” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the Lorb from
Jerusalem. “He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore. *0 house of Jacob, come, let us walk

in the light of the Lorb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE Romans 13:11-14

Reader:

Reader:
People:

"Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first

believed. “The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. *Let us walk properly
as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. *But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

. PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Lord of Glory, You have Bought Us” LSB 857, verse 1, 2,3
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