The Divine Service
The Epiphany of Our Lord
January 2, 2022

AS WE GATHER

When the Magi arrived in Jerusalem, everyone was surprised and troubled. Few in Israel
remembered God's promise through Isaiah that other nations would be attracted to them.
They had forgotten that Gentiles would come bearing gifts to a future just and righteous King.
Only after God worked fazth in Saul/Paul’s heart was the message clearly announced that all
people share in the promise of Christ. Today, God's Word calls us not only to see the light of
God's love in Christ but also to emulate the Magi. With joy, our faith moves us to follow where
God leads and to worship our Lord, in whom alone we have boldness and access with
confidence to the grace of God. That is, Epiphany is not only a celebration of the past but

also a call to shine God's light in our lives today.

WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (-}-) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People:  who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,

People: |, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which | have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and 1 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the (-1} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

"As with Gladness Men of Old”

LSB 397, verses 1-3
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2 As with joy - ful

steps they sped, Sav - ior,
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3 As they of-fered gifts most rare At  Thy cra- dle, rude and bare,
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There to  bend the knee be - fore Thee,whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
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So, most gra-cious Lord, may we Ev - er-more be led by Thee.
S0 may we with will - ing feet Ev - er seek Thy mer-cy seat
All our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’'n-ly King.
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Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray. O God, You led the Magi to see in the star the news of Christ’s
birth. We give thanks that You have enabled us to see Him as our Savior.
Grant us strength of faith to follow where He leads and to worship Him with
all that we are and have; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 60:1-6

Reader:

Reader:
People:

EPISTLE

Reader:

Reader:
People:

1Amse shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. *And
nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. *Lift
up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall
come to you. °A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and

frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—
assummg that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was
given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as
| have written bneﬂy *When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the
mystery of Christ, *which was not made known to the sons of men in other
generatlons as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit. °This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 'Of
this gospel | was made a minister accordmg to the gift of God's grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. °To me, though | am the very least
of all the saints, thiS grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, *and to bring to light for everyone What Is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, %o that through the
church the manifold wisdom of God rmgght now be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. "'This was accordmg to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, "¥in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 3




ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor:

Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter.
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'Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have
come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him; *and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be bom *They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ®“And you, O
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are.by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”
"Then Herod summaned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. ®And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "G

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, brmg me
word, that | too may come and worship him.” °After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the ch|Id was. ""When
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. "And going into the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opemng their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh 2And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

People:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. [ believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life (1) everlasting. Amen.




HYMN OF THE DAY “ | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411, verses 1 & 2
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11 want to  walk as a child of the light,
21 want to see the  bright-ness of God.
;é === ’ E |
J & ° o o =g
I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
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The star of my life is Je - Sus.
And show me the way to the Fa - ther.
Refrain )
1 I {
br —— —————
o ' ! ' '
In Him there is no dark - ness at ~all,
B e . . ,
= i I = i i E { ! dl dl
e ¢ e e 9
The night and the day are both a -~ like.
n Y y
I £ I | | i
%*0} r [ ¢ EF %P < i ] = &=
d L) | ¥ T
The Lamb is the light of the cit -y of God
f
— * | |




SERMION “Wise Men Still Seek Him” Pastor Scott Henze

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
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OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord's Table all baptized Christians who believe in the
Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness
of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward

for a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.




SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor:
People: And also with you. A

Pastor:
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:;

The Lord be with you. /R

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy _
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“From East to West” LSB 385
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I From east to west, from shore to shore Let ev - ’ry
2 Be - hold, the world’s c¢cre - a - tor wears The form and
3 For this how won - drous - ly He wrought! A maid - en,
4 And while the an - gels in  the sky Sang praise a -
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in her low - ly place, Be - came, in ways be -
bove the si - lent field, To shep - herds  poor the
Fa - ther ev - er be; All  praise to You, 0
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Mar - y bore, The Christ, the ev - er - last - ing king.
mak - er shares, His fall - en crea - tures all to save,
yond all thought, The cho - sen ves - sel of His grace.
Lord Most High, The one great Shep-herd, was re-vealed.
Vir - gin - born, And Ho - ly Ghost e - ter - nal - ly.
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” LSB 366
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It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Al you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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the wea - ry  world.
a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

(Continued)
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”

A - bove
Look up,

and low-ly plains They bend
is the hour, Come swift

its sad
for gold - en

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an -

| i\
1]

on hov-’ring wing,
- ly on the wing,
cient prom-ise bring,

o

N

| Y ) Il L

-

] 1
hy I A 1 ™
L {

e

It
} } 1___‘1 ’LL”Dl & & d}

I

The world in sol -~ emn still - ness
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hear the an - gels

And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels

And all
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who take this gift

will

hear The song the an - gels

Luke 2:29-3:2
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
RECESSIONAL HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (55 388 verses 1& 3

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - 'ry-where;
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je-sus  Christ 1s born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
3 Down in a lone -ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - Iy light
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless - ed Christ-mas morn.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....

People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

If you have a prayer request we invite you fo come up to the altar following the
worship service fo pray with someone from our prayer team.




