The Divine Service
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
July 11, 2021

AS WE GATHER

In today’s Gospel, it looks like the end of the story when John the Baptist is executed.

But he was but the forerunner for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Appearances were certainly
deceiving! That was the case with Amos, a herdsman and dresser of sycamore figs when the
Lord called him. He did not look like a prophet, but he stood up to Amaziah and Jeroboam
in a long line of faithful prophets. Sometimes Satan uses appearances to deceive us, but the
Epistle reminds us that God had predestined us to be with Him forever—even before He
began creation! Although others might not recognize it, the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of
our inheritance. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

CALL TO WORSHIP/CHECK IN
WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY

Invocation

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the () Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the (-+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing™ (5B 686, verses 1,3
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Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People: Amen.
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GREETING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, You gave such faith to Your prophets that they
listened and boldly spoke what they heard You say to them. Grant that
we hear what You have to say now and, confident of Your promised
salvation, that we speak words of comfort and peace in a world that
desperately needs both; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT Amos 7:7-15

Reader: "This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a
wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. ®* And
the LorD said to me, "Amos, what do you see?” And | said, “A plumb
line.” Then the Lord said, “Behold, | am setting a plumb line in the midst
of my people Israel; | will never again pass by them; ?the high places of
Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid
waste and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”

“Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,

saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the m|dst of the house of
Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. " For thus Amos has
said, “Jeroboam shali die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.”” "> And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee
away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy
there, ¥ but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary,
and it is a temple of the kingdom.” ™ Then Amos answered and said to
Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but | was a herdsman
and a dresser of sycamore figs. ' But the Lorp took me from following
the flock, and the LoRrp said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

Reader:; This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanis be to God.




EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14

Reader: 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love > he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, ® to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved. ’ In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight % making known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ "as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. "' In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will, '*so that we who were the first to hope
in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. ** In him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, " who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the sixth chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.

" King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some

said, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these
miraculous powers are at work in him.” ' But others said, “He | S Elijah.” And
others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” "® But when
Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.” "’ For
it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the
sake of Herodias, his brother Phlhp s wife, because he had married her. '® For
John had been saymg to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your
brother's wife.” ' And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put
him to death. But she could not, ®*for Herod feared John, knowing that he
was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe When he heard him, he
was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. *' But an opportunity
came when Herod on his birthday gave a banq2 uet for his nobles and military
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. * For when Herodias's
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the
k;ng Sald to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it to

you.” 2 And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you, up to
half of my kingdom.” * And she went out and said to her mother "For what
should | ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptlst "2 And she came
in immediately with haste to the king and asked, sayln% “I want you to give
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” ©° And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to
break his word to her. ? And immediately the king sent an executloner w1th
orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison *®and
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to
her mother. Z When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body
and laid it in a tomb.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 158 700, verses 1,34
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SERMON “l Told You —~ You are Adopted” Pastor Scott Henze




APOSTLES" CREED

People:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

GATHERING OF GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord's Table all baptized Christians who believe in
the Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the
forgiveness of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed
may come forward for a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive

the elements.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor.
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
it is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE




SANCTUS
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“O Lord, We Praise Thee” L58 617
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“God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons” LSB 682
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in

faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION



RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” LSB 917 verses 1,2
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
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August 1

August 15

August 25

August 28

September 5

September 8

TPCOMING DATES 10 REMEM]

College Sending Service - All those going off to
college please attend this day for a special blessing.

Congregational Meeting- 9:45 AM in between services
in the sanctuary.

Blessing of the Backpacks /Spoke Folk Sunday!

All students bring their backpacks for a special
blessing before the new school year begins during
worship services at either 8:30 AM or 11:00 AM.

Youth who attended the Spoke Folk tours will
lead us in song this day and give witness to their
summer service.

Youth Ministry Kick-Off meeting for all students 6th
grade through 12th grade and their parents at 6:30
PM. Come hear about confirmation classes, middle
school teen nights, service opportunities, spirit night
activities, fundraisers, and the upcoming National
Youth Gathering.

Church Workday - 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. Come help
spruce up the grounds before school starts! We will
spread mulch, paint, power wash, pull weeds and
plant flowers. Service hours for teens will be provided.

Packing Event — We will pack care packages for
college students this day. We are also looking for
donations of non perishable food items (granola bars,
hard candy, small bags of chips, nuts, etc...), dollar
store trinkets, USB sticks or any electronic gadgets, or
Starbucks gift cards.

St. Paul Child Enrichment Center preschool classes 15
begin! Spots are still available. Preschool classes for
children age 18 months through 4 years old. Tell your
friends and neighbors!
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