The Divine Service
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021

AS WE GATHER

Some of the most memorable portraits of Jesus shared with us by the Gospel writers depict
times when He prayed. We remember Him teaching the disciples to pray when He was on the
mountain, sharing the heart of His teaching. We have the powerful portrait of Him praying in
the Garden of Gethsemane the night He was betrayed. And in John's Gospel is recorded what (s
known as the High Priestly Prayer of our Lord. Jesus prayed for His people during His earthly
ministry; He continues that praying for us. In his first epistle, John writes that “we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). There is holy conversation in
heaven just as sure as there is holy conversation on earth when we pray!

CALL TO WORSHIP/CHECK IN
WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY

Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (*I+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God and confess our sins to Him, praying
for His gracious forgiveness.
People: O Lord God Almighty, we confess that we are sinful human beings by

nature and by deed. We have not always put You first. We

have used Your holy name in ways that do not honor You and have
not been constant in prayer and devotion. We have not always been
thoughtful caretakers of Your creation and have not shared its bounty
with others at all times. We have not kept our thoughts, words, and
deeds fully pure and honorable. We have sinned in ways we know and
in ways we do not even recognize. We have coveted that which is not
rightfully ours and have not put the best construction on all things
and on all people. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Forgive us all our sins,
and finally by Your grace bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by
His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the (1) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing “

LSB 493, verses 1,5,6
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000828 Tune: Public domain




GREETING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, You now pray for us at the throne
of the Father. Keep us mindful that our value and worth come from You
and You alone. May we always turn to You; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, verse 1 & 5
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns All  mu - sic but its own.
Crown Him the king to whomis giv’n The won-drousnameofLove.
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THE FIRST READING Jeremiah 29:11-14a, NIV

Reader:

Reader:
People:

EPISTLE

Reader:

Reader:
People:

"'For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lorb, “plans to
prosperzyou and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a

future. ' hengyou will call on me and come and pray to me, and | will
listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. " I will be found by you,"” declares the Lorp, “and will bring
you back from captivity.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 15:1-10

15 Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you,
which you received, in which you stand, ?and by which you are

being saved, if yqu hold fast fo the word | preached to you—unless you
believed in vain. * For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the

Scriptures, *that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, > and that he appeared to Cephas,

then to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
fallen asleep. ' Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. ® Last
of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. >For | am the
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. "°But by the grace of God | am what | am,
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked
harder than any of them, though it was not |, but the grace of God that is
with me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

o “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. ?But
he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. > To him the gate
keeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. > A stranger they
will not follow but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ° This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. ” So Jesus again sa|d to
them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. ® All who
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to
them. ?1 am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go
in and out and find pasture. " The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.




HYMN OF THE DAY “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537, verses 1,34
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serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my  crown.
pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.
ra - tion Now and for-ev - er - more be  Thine!
SERMON “Becoming an APE for Christ” Pastor Scott Henze

APOSTLES’ CREED

People:

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”



GATHERING OF GIFTS

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by
day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all baptized Christians who believe in the
Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness
of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward
for a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. .

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE



SANCTUS
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PEACE OF THE LORD |
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.



AGNUS DEI
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us  peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
“Majesty and Glory”

Adult Choir, 8:30 AM
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION



RECESSIONAL HYMN “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” [SB 477
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He who on the cross a
Once He died, and once was bur-ied: Now He
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to

the Spir-it,

vic-tim For

Fount of

the world’s sal - va-tion bled—
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Je-sus Christ, the King of Glo - ry, Now is ris - en from the dead.
Je-sus Christ, the world’s Re-deem -er, Whom we wor-ship and a - dore.

Al-le - u -ia, al - le-lu - ia To

the tri-une Maj - es - ty!

Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by

EASTER ACCLAIMATION

Pastor: Christ is risen!

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor: Christ indeed has been raised from the dead.
People: Christ is risen!

Pastor: He is risen indeed!

People:

Alleluia!
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!
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