The Divine Service
The First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021

AS WE GATHER ,

Are you prepared for heaven? Admittedly, this is an odd question when we are celebrating
Jesus' birth. Yet, Jesus was born to die to save His people from their sins. As Simeon held the
Christ Child, he couldn't help but say, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word,” while also telling Mary, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” That opposition eventually
brought about His death on a cross. Yet, Jesus was born to die and rise to life again so

that all who believe in Him might live! That is the best Christmas gift ever.

WORDS OF WELCOME/THEME OF THE DAY
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the (-}-) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People:  who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: [ said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which 1 have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the (}) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367 verses 1.2 &5
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:

People:

Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us
and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our
human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen,

THE OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 13:1-3a (11-15)

Reader:;

Reader:
People:

- EPISTLE

Reader:;

Reader:
People:

"The Lorp said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is
the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of
beast, is mine.” *Then Moses said to the people, "Remember this day in
which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong
hand the Lorp brought you out from this place. . "“When

the Lorp brings you into the land of the Canaamtes as he swore to you and
your fathers, and shall give it to you, *you shall set apart to the Lorp all
that first opens the womb All the firstborn of your animals that are males
shall be the Lorp's. *Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a
lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shaII break its neck. Every firstborn of
man among your sons you shall redeem. ™And when in time to come your
son asks you, 'What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong
hand the Lorp brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. "°For
when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lorp killed all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of
animals. Therefore | sacrifice to the Lorp all the males that first open the
womb, but all the firstborn of my sons | redeem.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Colossians 3:12-17

"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, Pbearing with one another and,
if one has a complaint against another, forglvmg each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forglve *And above aII these put on love,

~ which binds everything together in perfect harmony. '>And let the peace of

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. " And whatever you
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Pastor:
People:

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son.
Hallelujah!

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-23

Pastor;

Pastor:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the second chapter.
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3 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Fgypt, and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.” ™ And he rose and took the child and his mother by
night and departed to Egypt > and remained there until the death of

Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of
Egypt | called my son.”*® Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by
the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. ' Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: ** “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping
and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
comforted, because they are no more."”” But when Herod died, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, ** saying, “Rise, take
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the
child's life are dead.” ?* And he rose and took the child and his mother and
went to the land of Israel. ® But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. > And he went and
lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might
be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

People:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life (:I-) everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord"

LSB 352 verses 1,2.4
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OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12
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OFFERING

- OFFERTORY PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day
by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Petitions end, “Lord in your mercy” Congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer”

A word about Holy Communion: We welcome to the Lord's Table all baptized Christians who believe in the
Real Presence of Christ in this sacrament and believe that in this eating and drinking, we receive the forgiveness
of sins and the power to amend our sinful lives. Children who have not yet been instructed may come forward
for a blessing, crossing their arms over the chest thus indicating they will not receive the elements.




SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand as you are able.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS fsaiah 6:3: Matthew 21:9
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:  And also with you.
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

“We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth” LSB 382
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He makes us chil - dren of the light. Al-le-lu - ial
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“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,

Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION
RECESSIONAL HYMN “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 158 924
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Lord Jesus you lead us! Now we go as....
People: Disciples making disciples.

Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

If you have a prayer request we invite you to come up to the altar following the
worship service to pray with someone from our prayer team.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
Rev. Scott Henze
Mr. Jeremy Becker, DCE, Director of Youth and Family Ministry
Mrs. Kathy Henze, Preschool Director

580 [ndian Trace, Weston, Florida 33326
Church Office (954) 384-9096 T office@stpaulweston.org
www.stpaulweston.org

Sunday Worship Services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Adult Bible Study at 10:00 AM; Sunday Schaool for children and Youth at 9:45 AM




